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’VE always been a bit of a bag lady. And
I’m not alone. Bags are big business. Once
upon a time a handbag was just some-
where you kept your purse and your lip-
stick. Grannies’ handbags always smelt of
face powder and peppermints and had a
lace hankie, never used but there, just in case.

Then came the bag as life support system. I
moved seamlessly from a sagging woolly Greek
shoulder bag, much beloved by students, to a
leather portmanteau which held everything I
needed for any foreseeable emergency.

I once took part in one of those “What’s in
your handbag?” features on local radio and had
the studio in hysterics. My bag was like one of
those never-ending magic porridge pots. Among
the many and varied items that emerged from
it, I seem to recall, were a paperback, sea shells,
spare tights, perfume, a packet of seeds, tooth-
brush, corkscrew and an adjustable spanner.

No wonder I started developing one shoulder
lower than another.

When I got poshed up for a night out I would
use tiny little beaded bags — another favourite —
but all evening I would suffer panic attacks and
withdrawal symptoms about all the things I
didn’t have with me. Who knows? What if some-
one at the press awards dinner needed an
adjustable spanner?

Being a snob, I only ever bought leather hand-
bags for daytime use. Being broke, I took the
chance to snap them up on foreign trips — twice
the bag for half the price. My mother once
bought me a huge black shoulder bag in
Florence - bigger than the briefcase she bought
for my husband on the same trip. I loved that
bag to bits, literally. After ten years and much
patching and stitching, it finally died. But I still
couldn’t bear to throw it away and used it as part
of my filing system.

So yes, when big bags became seriously fash-
ionable, I was ahead of the game.

Not for long.

What is it with bags?

True they are lovely to buy — that smell of
leather — and useful, so therefore justifiable.
And - o bliss — you don’t have to try them on.
One size fits all. No more humiliation in the
changing rooms, just the satisfying snap of plas-
tic on upmarket shop counters.

Easier for the manufacturers too. Why both-
er bringing out a range of clothes in all differ-
ent size and lengths when you can just turn out
bags?

In the last few years bags have got bigger and

sharon griffiths

@Bags now

have full page
adverts all to
themselves in

glossy
magazines

bigger and more and more expensive. I thought
£500 was madness, now £1,000 is cheap. Tiny
stick-like models stagger around hauling bags
bigger than they are. It’s not a particularly sexy
look - they look more like toddlers raiding their
mothers’ wardrobes.

And black or brown is no longer enough. Bags
now come in a rainbow of colours —so the super
rich buy one of each. But by the time Colleen
McLoughlin has got round to using all of hers,
they must surely be out of fashion again.

Bags have leapt to the front of the catwalks.
Bags now have full page adverts all to them-
selves in glossy magazines. Aficionados can tell
the name, make and model in an instant from
the shape, tassels, zips and fringes. And the de-
signs get wilder and more detailed to make them
stand out. The latest Versace seems to have
strips of woolly fur around it . Seriously stylish,
no doubt, except that it reminds me of primary
school pencil cases.

Bags are such hot fashion items that you can
even lease them now. For around £150 a month
you can lease a top-of-the-range designer hand-
bag for a month, then give it back and rent an-
other one.

Does something about that strike you as
slightly odd? Especially since if you move in the
sort of circles where people buy such bags,
they’ll soon sus you out. And if you don’t, then
your friends won’t even notice. And at the end
of a year you could have spent £1,800 and still
have nowhere to keep your lippy.

And away from the big names, there are lots
of individual designers making bags that are
just as stylish or fun at a fraction of the price.

The rot surely set in when bags started hav-
ing perky little names. Roxanne, Emmy, Edith,
Alana, Gladys, Brigitte...

They stopped being something functional and
started being toys, like Barbie or My Little Pony.
And they appeal to exactly the same collectors’
instinct that makes small girls collect dolls.
They have almost become substitute friends. Sad
or what?

There was that glorious moment after the last
terrorist scare when all air passengers were re-
duced to carrying their onboard possessions in
see-through supermarket carrier bags. Not
much room for one-upmanship there.

But, of course, if we ever get back to those
days, the supermarket carrier bags will no
doubt have a logo and a tassel — and a £1,000
price tag.

I think I sense a business opportunity.
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WHAT | WANT FOR CHRISTMAS

Best-selling crime author Val
McDermid, 51, has written more than
20 novels and has seen two of her
characters created into the popular
television series Wire in the Blood.

Where will you be spending
Christmas?

I'll be enjoying a traditional Christmas
at home in Northumberland with my
family.

What’s on your gift list?

| could do with a set of new Bose
speakers for my other computer. I've
got one set already and they’re
fabulous, they’re only about three or
four inches high.

What’s the best Christmas
present you’ve ever had?

It would probably be a bumper lego
set when | was about six. | loved it.

If money were no object, what
would you like?

| would like to buy this falling down
house near the villa where | stay in
Italy, near Siena. | would then have
somebody come and magically
restore it so | wouldn’t have to deal
with any workmen and it would be
beautiful. The views would be
astonishing.

M The Grave Tattoo is out now.
(Harper Callins, £17.99)

pIhardressing cousk
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Complete a City and Guilds Qualification in
Hairdressing whilst working in a salon

For further iInformation, contact your local training centre

Darlington: 01325 480 6635
or apply online at www.blhairdressing.co.uk
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in atmospheric
and friendly surroundings

For food lovers of every kind
try our next gourmet event
18th November

thecroft
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restaurant

THE CROFT HOTEL Croft on Tees Darlington DL2 2ST
T: 01325720319 F: 01325721252 E: info@rafflesuk.com
www.rafflesuk.com & www.bw-crofthotel.co.uk
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LAIRE Royle Applique

has a wide range of

adorable personalised
towelling gifts for special little
people who love having their
names on things. The goods
are made of the finest quality,
soft towelling, and are
personalised and appliqued by
28-year-old Claire, from
Whorlton in Co Durham, in a
choice of ginghams and
vintage style fabrics. Each
item is made to order.

Claire Royle Applique is on

(01833) 627151 or visit www.
claireroyle.co.uk. Claire will be
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selling her goods at the Mary
Howard Fair at York
Racecourse on Tuesday,
November 21and Wednesday,
November 22.

RIGHT: Claire’s Christmas elves

A few of our

favourite things

There are some gifts you've just gotta have this Christmas...

and you don't always have to go far to get them

something stylish for the home

this Christmas, the Gliss stool P
from Sedini might not fit your g y J’
festive stocking, but it will
certainly fit the bill.

The adjustable bar stool is
designed in Italy and manufactured
from flexible acrylic. It has a gas-lift
mechanism which allows the seat
to swivel or to be adjusted in
height, and a footrest. Gliss is
available in a choice of transparent
colours: orange, green, red, grey
and clear and retails at £260
including VAT from web-based
company Sedini Limited, set up by
Roz Henderson of Darlington.

For more information on Sedini,
please contact 0870-770-7714, email
customerservice@sedini.co.uk or log
on to www.sedini.co.uk.

I F you want to treat yourselves to —

ideas for your

teenage nieces, there
are fashion accessories
at very accessible
prices on
www.missteen.co.uk.
Originally launched as
a website where
teenage girls could
happily chat among
themselves, its 20-year-
old founder Amy
Fettis, of Dunstan,
near Alnwick,
Northumberland, is
now selling a range of
bold and bright
accessories, all priced
at under £10. Amy, who
loves shopping for
jewellery, belts,
handbags and casual
shoes, has signed up
with two leading
fashion houses to sell
their wide range of
accessories on the
missteen website. She
also plans to take on
board talented local
designers as the
business expands.

www.misteen.co.uk

I F you’re stuck for

ABOVE LEFT:

Amy Fettis wearing large
shell pendant from her
new collection.
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to do what many of us would love to — sell exactly

what she likes. And what she likes are all things
girly with a touch of the retro feel about them. The
shelves are decorated with pretty jewellery, theatrical
chandeliers, accessories, toiletries, perfume and it’s
the perfect place to pick up a pretty Christmas
present for mum or one of your female friends, a kind
- of Laura Ashley meets Kate Moss. OCD is at 28
‘ Coniscliffe Road, Darlington 01325-469880

N her frou-frou Darlington shop, Jenny Davies gets
-
r;snnows-l\

inbank Road, New
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WIN shower
power from
Roman

in showers. Based in Newton Aycliffe, the

innovative company has been
established for 21 years and offers an extensive
range that comprehensively covers high quality
shower enclosures, luxury wetroom panels,
ingenious watertight bath screens, low level
shower trays, state-of-the-art water delivery
systems and a range of appealing accessories.

No two homes are precisely the same. And
because of individual circumstances, everyone
has their own bathing and showering needs.
Which is why Roman has created the most
comprehensive and flexible range of showering
options available today. With such a wide
selection of products available, there is
something to suit everybody’s taste, budget and
space.

All Roman’s shower enclosures and bath
screens are service backed by Roman’s Truelife
life-time guarantee.

Roman products are available through a

ROMAN is one of the UK’s leading names

range of specialist retailers across the North-
East and the whole of the UK. For your nearest
retailer and to request a brochure please
contact Roman on:

Tel: 0845 050 4032

E-mail: brochures@roman-showers.com

Web: www.roman-showers.com

YOU may not be buying a bath for Christmas but
Roman has a superb range of accessories. And
for one lucky winner all their Christmases could
come at once. Roman has teamed up with The
Northern Echo to offer one lucky reader the
chance to win a bath screen and shower
basket.

To stand a chance of winning, just tell us
where in the North-East Roman is based.
Answers, by November 16, on a postcard or the
back of an envelope to Roman Showers/Ne
Magazine Competition, Features, The Northern
Echo, Priestgate, Darlington DI1 1NF. Usual
newspaper competition rules apply.

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk

IF you want to make a
statement with your
gift this Christmas, how
about a striking piece
of art? And because it’s
not always easy to find
the right image,
www.ADfineart.com
also offer gift vouchers
so the lucky recipient
can select their own
picture. Ranges of
carefully selected
images are available
from the company’s
online gallery, offered
in eight main
categories: Abstracts,
Body Formz,
Environments,
Geometrix, Moods,
Nature, Retro and
Bookplates. There are
various formats to
choose from and prices
range from £60 to £250.
You can also have your
chosen image printed
and supplied on an
English beechwood
deckchair for £150.

November 2006

WHAT | WANT FOR
CHRISTMAS

GILLIAN Harbord is one of
the stars of the
television show
Ladette to Lady,
which has just
finished its second
series. In a My Fair
Lady-style social
experiment, she was
recruited by the programme-
makers to teach floristry and morals to the ten
wild young women, having taught at
Constance Spry’'s Winkfield Place, a finishing
school in Berkshire, and at Eggleston Hall,
near Barnard Castle, in the days when it was a
school for young ladies.

Where will you be spending Christmas?
With friends.

What’s on your gift wish list?
Anything in cashmere!

What’s the best Christmas present
you’ve ever had?
A large bottle of Caleche by Hermes.

If money were no object, what would
you like for Christmas?
An Aston Martin DBS5.

[l Eggleston Hall Coach House Christmas
shop is open Tues-Sun 10-4.30pm until
December 23. There is ample parking and you
can enjoy a cappuccino while you browse the
wonderful selection of unusual gifts and
mouth-watering specialist Christmas food.
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suppliers of materials, crofts, hq

- \wge range of christ,

small trees

fibre optics - huge range
christmas decorations
bespoke wreaths & garlands

gift ware
candles
christmas lights
dolls houses &
minatures

open
mon - sat 8.45am - Spm
sunday | 0am - 4pm

tel 10191 4167886
fox: 0191 4176277
email : sales@daintysupplies.com

www.craftonline.co.uk
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Kate 1yaint

Stockists of

Clearance of
Special Occasion Outfits
to make way for
Autumn Winter Collection
Buy your Spring 2007 Wedding Outfit Now!
Also
15 Price Evening Wear To Clear

OPEN 10am - 5pm Monday to Saturday
37 GRANGE ROAD, DARLINGTON

Tel. 01325 480181 * www.katesaint.co.uk

VICTORIANA:
earrings from
Glitzy Secrets,
£21.99

The meal
most men
make of i,
you would
think it was
difficult
buying gifts
for a
woman, so
here are
some ideas
to point
them in the
right
direction

fts for
the qirls

TUCK for the perfect present for

your wife, girlfriend or sister? Fear

not — there’s plenty in here to in-

spire even the least imaginative of

gift-givers to put something gor-
geously girlie under the tree.

Instead of tacky black mesh negligees, get
her something she’ll really appreciate wear-
ing in the bedroom. Figleaves has a gorgeous
range of pyjamas, nightdresses and robes
ranging from sexy to comfortable. Try Oscar
de la Renta Pink Label’s sheer white feather-
trimmed robe, £66, and pink chemise with
feather neckline, £60, for a bit of seriously
girlie old-style glamour, or go for sexy com-
fort in a Lisi Valle lace-trimmed black cotton
camisole, £75, and matching pyjama bottoms,
£68.

The winter lasts well beyond Christmas
and little luxuries to make the cold nights

SLINKY: Oscar de la Renta gown

more comfortable are always welcome. John
Lewis’s sumptuous cream fluffy hot water
bottle, £20, will keep you toasty, or visit House
of Fraser for Ruby and Ed’s fur-lined slippers
with their bold felt flower decoration, in white
with pink trim or chocolate and blue, £20 per
pair.

If you’re planning to spend the festive sea-
son abroad or in a hotel, give her something
she’ll enjoy using during your trip. The Mary
Green satin eye mask trio embroidered with
Wake Me for Breakfast, Wake Me for Lunch
and Wake Me for Dinner, £48 from
Figleaves.com, pictured above, is a fun way of
getting her to relax. Spongeables’ range of
soap-impregnated sponges, from £2.99 at
Boots, are available in a variety of fruity,
spicy or floral fragrances and last between
seven and 30 washes - perfect for using in the
poolside shower.

Nothing’s more appropriate as a present
than jewellery, and this season’s styles are
all about full-on glamour. Visit the Glitzy Se-
crets website for a huge selection of glitter-
ing gems that’ll match this season’s elegant
evening gowns perfectly, including dangling
Victoriana earrings, £21.99, in a mixture of
bright blue and smoky dark crystals, and the
Flirty Thirties set, £34.99, comprising a vin-
tage-style diamante-encrusted necklace and
earrings. Finish off the look with a chunky,
colourful cocktail ring, £3.50 each, from Asda.

Not sure about her taste in make-up or jew-
ellery? Play it safe by getting an elegant bag,



HIDEAWAY:
House of Fraser’s
shoe-shaped jewellery
tidies (£14.95 each) will
grace any boudoir

box or tidy to stash her goodies in. Asda’s lux-
urious black, silver-embroidered satin week-
end bag set, £15, contains handy, stylish metal-
lic silver pouches for jewellery, make-up and
tools, while Woolworths has a great Fifties-
print toiletries bag for just £5.99. Easy-to-lose
rings and studs will fit neatly into House of
Fraser’s fabulous range of shoe-shaped jew-
ellery tidies, £14.95 each, in velvets, silks, satin
and animal print with feather or diamante
trim.

Make sure she’s the most stylish woman at
the New Year parties with a gorgeous, flower-
shaped silk Anavogue evening bag, £55 each
from online bag and shoe haven All the Trim-
mings. In a variety of colours, every bag’s hand-
dyed, so you can be sure nobody else will be
carrying one like it.

Give her a break with some pampering prod-
ucts to use after the hustle and bustle of hav-
ing relatives to stay and getting the turkey
cooked, Temple Spa’s Quench rejuvenating
face mask, £20, contains a moisturising blend
of sunflower seed extract, olive oil and mallow
to give tired skin new radiance in just ten min-
utes.

For the environmentally-minded woman in
your life, Organic Mandarin, Apricot and Car-
rot Fruit Scrub, £7.99 for 50ml, and Organic
Mandarin, Seaweed and Avocado Vita Min
Mask, £9.95 for 50ml, both by Green People, are
made from totally organic ingredients and will
cleanse and revive stressed-out,
oil-prone faces.

Perfume’s a classic gift
that never goes out of
fashion, so surprise her
with one of the latest eau
de toilettes from Molton
Brown, £35 for 50ml.
Choose between Black
Pepper, a blend of spicy co-
riander and cumin with
patchouli and bergamot to
wake up your senses, or
Cool, combining the crisp
scents of wild mint and tangerine with the
warmth of cedarwood and cardamom.

=¥

STOCKISTS
Figleaves: http://www.figleaves.com or call
0870 4999 000 to order

John Lewis: Stores nationwide, call 08456
049 049 for information

House of Fraser: Stores nationwide, log on
to http://www.houseoffraser.co.uk/ for
information

Asda: Stores nationwide, call 0500 1000 55
for information

All the Trimmings: hitp://www.all-the-
trimmings.co.uk to order

Glitzy Secrets: Order online at
http://www.glitzysecrets.com. Call 0208 303
7161 for information.

Boots: Stores nationwide, call 08450 70 80 90
for information

Woolworths: Stores nationwide, call 01706
862789 for information

Molton Brown: Stores and concessions
nationwide, or order on
http://www.moltonbrown.co.uk/ or 0808 178
1188

Temple Spa: htip://www.templespa.com or
from Harrods and Selfridges (London
branches only)

Green People: htip://www.greenpeople.com,
or call 01403 740350 to order. Also available at
health food stores nationwide

If gadgets are her
thing, the compact
Booklite, now also in
pink, costs £5 at Boots
and will allow her to |
read those new Christ-
mas novels without ever
interrupting your beau-
ty sleep. Or make sure
she remembers those
New Year’s resolutions
with Boots’ handy hot
pink touch-screen

keyring organiser, £5—also great for shopping
lists, cocktail ingredients and getting phone
numbers at parties.

Once you’ve picked a great gift, don’t ruin it
by botching the wrapping. Most online retail-
ers and department stores will offer gift-wrap-
ping options for a small extra charge, so check
when you purchase your goods.

Alternatively, internet site the Wrapping
Company (www.thewrappingco.com) offers a
bespoke wrapping service, from £150, for the
busy, stressed or those who simply aren’t great

with the Sellotape. Give them all of your fes-
tive goodies and spend the afternoon relaxing
in front of the holiday season’s TV instead.

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk
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WHAT | WANT FOR CHRISTMAS

Wendy Robertson has been a full-time
writer for nearly 20 years. She lives in
Bishop Auckland.

Where will you be spending
Christmas?

I'll be spending it at my house with my
son and daughter and their families (one
local, one London). Debora, who writes
on food matters for RED and other
magazines will be cooking in my kitchen,
while | sit on a stool, possibly glass in
hand, chatting with her about life, the
world and everything, as she whizzes up
gourmet specials for all of us. It will be
nice to have the boys, Angus and
Callum, here, as Christmas is rather void
without children.

What’s on your gift wish list?

This year I'm making changes. | know
that over Christmas some children in
some families have a hard time not just in
the material sense. My preferred charity
is the NSPCC, so I'm asking my loved
ones to make a donation to that instead
of buying me another ill-deserved
present. | will do the same for them,
except for the boys who will get their
usual presents, including at least one
book. I've thought hard about this so |
don’t want anyone to think I'm being too
goody-goody.

What’s the best Christmas present
you’ve ever had?

I’'m not really a “thing” person. My best
present really is to have my funny,

WENDY ROBERTSON: would like
the gap year she never had

strange, fascinating family around me or
somewhere very near.

If money were no object, what
would you like for Christmas?

If you insist, and if you are inviting me to
be extravagant, | would like an open
travel ticket for the “gap year” | never
had, to travel the world in a degree of
comfort. (Well, you did ask...) Of course,
being compulsive, | would write a book
about it.

[l Wendy Robertson’s latest novel,
Family Ties (Headline, £19.99) takes
place in Durham City and Spennymoor in
1991, but looks back in time to the 1940s
and 1950s.

THE PERIOD HOUSE STORE \

7 inch Solid Oak Flooring £26 sqm
Pitch Pine Flooring £20 sqm
Travertine £22 sqm
York Type Flags £17 sqm
Cast Iron Radiators £16 per section
Oak Ledged & Braced Doors £125 each

Unit 2, Borough Road,
Gallowfields Trading Estate, Richmond

Telephone:

Visit our fantastic on-line brochure at
www.dalesreclamation.co.uk f

N 01748 821500

~

A whole new Restaurant ",

experience . . . i
...in beautiful tranquil countryside

You are invited to come and experience an ' P

array of exciting cuisine in the inviting
setting of the restaurant - inside and out

Christmas Fayre

starts 27th November Booking Advisable

Sunday Carvery £6.50 12 - 4.30pm

Full Restaurant Menu also available every evening
6.00pm - 9.30pm

Closed Christmas Day

TJeckeTrTSs MILL
N

RESTAURANT

T—

Skelton Road, Guisborough
T. 01287 639120
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WIN A LUXURY WAITROSE HAMPER

AITROSE Durham celebrates
W its first birthday in November

and to mark the occasion,
the Gates Shopping Centre branch is
giving three readers the opportunity to
win a luxury Christmas hamper worth
£65.

Each hamper will be stocked to the
brim with high quality festive food and
drink from the branch and guarantees
to make this Christmas an even
merrier one.

Also in time for the festive season,
Durham Waitrose is launching its
home delivery service* (£3 for orders
over £50; £5 for under £50), in which
you do your shopping in store as
usual, and then Waitrose Partners staff
deliver it to your door. Alternatively, if
you come shopping to Waitrose
Durham by car and spend over £30,
parking is free.

You can also take the stress out of
the festive season by shopping from
the comfort of your own home using
Waitrose’s wine ordering service via
www.waitrose.com/wines and its
innovative food ordering service via
www.waitrose.com/entertaining that
caters for any event, no matter how
big. Waitrose’s passion for food and
reputation for excellent customer
service has established it as a
favourite destination among shoppers.
Earlier this year it came top in Which?
Magazine’s Customer Satisfaction
Survey.

To stand a chance of winning this
great prize, answer the question

below and send your entry to Waitrose

Hamper Competition, Features, The
Northern Echo, Priestgate, Darlington
DL1 1NF. The entries must be in by
November 15 and usual newspaper
competition rules apply.

When does Waitrose in Durham
celebrate its first birthday?

Il Waitrose Home Delivery Service is
only available to customers with the
following postcodes: DH1 1-5, DH6
1,5,8 DH7 7,9,0,6 and DH2 3

Waitrose

GEt Away with some fantastic artwork

Specialists in Picture Framing & Fine Art Dealers with over 100 years experience

Framing, Paintings, Prints, Tapestry, Embroidery,
Certificates, Stamp Medals, Cigarette Cards,

Maps & Engravings etc.

In our gallery we have on display a large selection of
Original Paintings & Limited Edition Prints by David
Shepherd % David Farrant % John Lowrie Morrison %

Russell Flint % Gordon King and many others

We also have a large selection of Posters & Prints,
Antiquarian Maps & Engravings & Sporting Prints,

Expert Cleaning & Restoration of
Oil Paintings & Water Colours

WILLIAM DODDS

t,

The Getaway by Des Brophy

34 Tubwell Road, Darlington DL1 INU
Tel. 01325 462599

www.fineartdodds.co.uk

Easson Rd

‘Gladstone St

aquabliss

A68

M&S

D'ton Town
Centre  Northgate

=

Creating the ideal bathroom for your home
takes a unique combination of imagination
and style. That is why aquabliss have
carefully approved a collection of products
which compliment both period and
contemporary looks, town and country
styles, at prices that will guarantee to bring
your imagination to life.

o/
aqua —~
Luxury Shower Unifs & Bathrooms

www.aqua-bliss.com
122 Gladstone Street | Darlington
Telephone 01325 485678

oys for
the boys

HOT STUFF: the Pyramat220

OMEN generally know what

they like, they know what their

friends and female relations like,

but choosing gifts for the menin

their lives can cause the biggest
headache. This year though, you can take in-
spiration from these great gift ideas —there’snot
a pair of socks or Toblerone in sight.

For the adrenaline junkie, why not organise
an experience that will really get his blood
pumping? There are few experiences that can
match power boating for sheer exhilaration and
the Zapcoat Boat Blast experience, £99 from
www.doghouse.co.uk, is sure to knock his socks
off. Capable of pulling in excess of 2G in a turn,
the acceleration is unlike anything he will have
experienced.

If he’s not anatural seaman, then stick to dry
land. Check out www.driversdreamdays.co.uk
and you’ll find a range of thrilling experiences
for him to savour, such as cruising in the Ital-
ian super car, Lamborghini Gallardo, off-road
rally driving and awesome tank driving.

e e "

FAST BLAST: the Zapcoat boat experience

Men are
notoriously
tricky to buy for,
but that’s no
excuse for
socks and
after-shave.
Here are some
of the best gifts
for guys around
this Christmas

If the man in question is what you might call
a little less of an action hero, then his make his
couch potato ways at least a little more thrilling
with the hottest gadgets around. Get a boom-
ing home theatre effect with the Pyramat220,
£149.99 from www.firebox.com. This beautiful-
ly designed seat contains personal surround
sound technology so he’ll literally be able to feel
the action from music, games and videos.

Running with the per-
sonal home cine-
matheme, why
not achieve
the effect of a
36-inch LCD
without the hefty
price tag by purchasing
the Rimax Virtual Vi-
sion 3.0 Glasses £139.95
from www.paramountzone.
com. The Visions have an internal LCD screen
plus a set of stereo earphones to complete the
wow factor.

For the couch potato on the go —an oxymoron
if ever there was one —choose a super slim, light-
weight portable DVD player such as the Fergu-
son LDVD200, £79.99 from Dixons. With a high
res screen, digital audio ability and car adapter,
it also makes a great gift for any movie buffs.

The outdoors man will love the SL2 Survival
Tool, £34.99. Super-tough, compact and light-
weight, this tool is indispensable for anyone
who’s into camping, fishing or hiking. As well
as its A grade blade, it comes with remarkable
fire steel, waterproof torch, and a piercing res-
cue whistle, as well as handy belt clip.

For the serious and part time runner, Nike
and Apple have created a virtual personal train-
erinthe Nike + iPod Sports Kit, £19. The kit con-
sists of a small radio transmitter, which is
placed in your shoe, which tracks your progress
while your iPod nano plays energy boosting
music should it feel the need to up your game.

If you're thinking of something a little more
traditional, encourage a little of the the Beck-
ham magic to rub off on your man by buying
him the footballer’s latest fragrance, Intimate-
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controlled Storm Launcher .

%]

' SPEED MACHINE: the radio- =

ly Beckham, from £19.45. And if, like Gold-
enballs, the man in your life enjoys taking
great care of himself, then choose some lux-
ury grooming products such as Molton
Brown’s bracing Silver Birch Body Wash, £15
and Re-Charge Black Pepper Body Soother.

It’s those special touches which make the
man, so treat him to chrome black/crystal
clear cufflinks, £55 from Square Mile at
Debenhams. Alternatively, choose an ex-
quisite tie from Saladin-Manzetti (www.sal-
adin-manzetti.com), or aluxury holdall, such
as the Hidesign Sultan holdall, £120 from
John Lewis.

But then again, there’s no reason for pre-
sents to be practical. If the billion and a half
pound price tag for a full-sized original B2
Stealth is a little out of your price range, ap-
peal to his inner kid and buy him the radio
controlled Stealth B2 Bomber Flying preda-
tor, £69.95 from www.paramountzone.com.
Or perhaps the radio-controlled Storm
Launcher £99.95, from www.firebox.com.
This revolutionary RC Vehicle not only rock-
ets across water, concrete, sand and grass but
can also take to the skies.

For fun stocking fillers, take a look at
www.iwantoneofthose.com. The Eon Ice,
£7.95, is a slick little torch the size of a cred-
it card which emits a stunning bright blue

light from two
powerful
LEDs. The es-
sential inflat-
able beer bucket,
£7.99 is a must for
those perfect pic-
nics, while the Pint
Mug, £6.99 is a god-
send for the serious

caffeine drinkers. If you know someone who
believes that have the voice of Robbie
Williams, he’ll no doubt appreciate the Show-
er Tap radio, £9.99. Whether you’ll appreci-
ate the dulcet tones emanating from the
bathroom is another matter.

CHEERS!:
the Pint
Mug;
above, the
Eon Ice
torch

WHAT | WANT FOR CHRISTMAS

Award-winning Radio
Cleveland presenter
Matthew Davies will be
playing Captain Hook
in Peter Pan at
Middlesbrough
Theatre from
December 8 until
January 7.

Where will you be
spending
Christmas?

I'll be having Christmas
at home with about 11
coming round.

What’s on your gift
wish list?

The Timewaster Letters
by Robin Cooper
because | love the idea
of writing to the boss of
one of those catalogues
and saying “I've
invented a wonder

product using beef.”
And when they respond,
you reply: “Did | say
beef? Oh | meant
Beale”, and so on.

What’s the best
Christmas present
you’ve ever had?
That's really difficult. It
was a Bontempi organ
which took about 20
seconds to warm up.
My parents put it next to
the stairs and my sister
rushed down, fell over it
and blew it up.

If money were no
object, what
would you like?
A chauffeur-driven
Bentley.

[l Middlesbrough
Theatre Box office:
01642-815181

BAD BOY: Davies as
Captain Hook with Stephen
McGeough as Mr Smee

the shine and chic of solid granite,

GRANITE ... .. .......... .

transformations

lot less than you thought pos

us today for a free

0191 4171999
Unit 34, Crowther Rd, Crowther Indu
ashington NE38 0AQ

w.granitetransform ations.co.uk
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GARD G & BUILDING CENTRE |

Visit our one stop shop for all your gardening and buildings needs
We offer a free same/next day local delivery service

End of Season

Sale

* Oval hardwood table plus 4 chairs
Large pine table sets

* 2 seater swing

* Water features

* Bistro sets

» Selective our door planters

NOW STOCKING Indian Stone range for patio and circle features

Cafe Open f@/

From 8.00am for breakfast and lunches

Gardening
25% Off Selected Giftwear
50% Off Hanging Baskets

(containers only)

Seeds and Plants

Winter Bedding Now in Stock
Planters & Baskets

Fencing & Trellising

Ornaments, Furniture

Feeds, Fertilizers & Weed Killers
Paving & Decorative Aggregates
Bark Chipping

Growing Kits and Propagators
Gazebos

Fire Pits

Hoses & Watering Cans

Tools

Pet Food & Supplies

Rabbit Hutches & Runs

NOW OPEN
Decorators Centre

Building
Sand, Cement
Aggregates
Blocks, Paving, Timber
Plaster & Plaster Boards
Nails & Screws
Tool Bags & Pouches, Tools

Clothing

- Cement, Mixers
R King Span & Insulation
\ Paving Blocks (all colours)
) + much more

A
\A/GYCLS) Pet Foods , ¢
Complete . N
Complete dry dog food ,;
range and Small animals. o
food range L @ =/ \

Find us at:

Unit 3 & 3a Carlton Miniott
Business Park, Thirsk,
North Yorkshire

(from Thirsk, left after the railway bridge)

01845 574971

Open 7

Days a Week

BUSY BEES: the lavender crop before the harvest

Out of the blue

A lot of farms cannot necessarily be recommended for their
smell. RUTH CAMPBELL visits some aromatic acres on the

edge of the Yorkshire Wolds

T is a stunning sight. Just off the A64, in

countryside traditionally patterned by

quiet lanes, swathes of woodland and

lush, green fields full of grazing animals,

an unfamiliar streak of vibrant blue sud-
denly comes into view.

Asyou get closer, a sweet, pleasant smell fills
the air. It is the scent of lavender. That streak
—now a huge block - of blue is created by the
thousands of vibrant blue plants which make
Wolds Way Lavender, the North’s main laven-
der oil distillery and herb farm.

Run by former engineer Steve Jacques and
his wife Anne, it is hard to believe that, just
five years ago, this was the site of a disused pig-
gery, a patchy scrap of land that was such poor
quality no one was interested in using it for
farming.

A few miles from Malton and on the edge of
the picturesque Yorkshire Wolds, it seems an
unlikely spot for a lavender farm: “It isn’t
grown much in England. This is probably as
far north as you will find it grown for the sort
of lavender oil we produce,” says Steve.

As well as viewing, smelling, touching and
buying the plants - “these are the most
touched lavender plants in the country,” says
Steve - visitors can watch the oil being pro-
duced in the distillery.

The shop sells everything from lavender
bath oils, to muscle rub, honey, top quality aro-
matherapy oils, toffee and furniture polish, all
made using Wolds Way’s own oils. And the cafe
serves lavender scones, teas and even lavender
ice cream.

Steve, 48, who moved from his native Bar-
row-in-Furness, where he had worked in the

shipyards, to run the nearby Eden Camp war
museum 15 years ago, had always dreamed of
running a business for himself.

Encouraged by his success as Museum Di-
rector at Eden Camp, which was awarded best
visitor attraction in the county in 1998, he and
his wife Anne decided to look for a plot of land.

Anne, 45, who met Steve when she worked as
a tracer in the shipyards in Barrow, was inter-
ested in horticulture and garden design and
they came up with the idea of a lavender farm.

“I came across this totally derelict pig farm
for sale, it hadn’t been used for 20 years. Wher-
ever you went, you were deep in pig muck and
rubbish,” says Steve. “Thankfully, Anne didn’t
bat an eyelid.”

The couple, who have a daughter, Sarah, 16,
went straight to B&Q to buy a £3 soil testing
kit, discovered the 12-acre site was suitable —
luckily, lavender doesn’t like rich ground —and
put in a bid. Locals must have thought they
were crazy.

The Wolds is a renowned arable farming
area, with a relatively high amount of sun-
shine and low rainfall. “But the land here is 12
acres of some of the worst farm land in the
area. There has never been anything good
grown here at all,” says Steve. “At the time, the
foot-and-mouth outbreak had devastated the
rural economy. Everyone was coming out of
farming.”

But he felt he could make his business work:
“We are within half a mile of the A64, which
sees 44,000 car movements a day.” And as chair-
man of the local tourist association, he had a
lot of support behind him.

By March 2002, the pig farm was theirs. “We




spent the first month just clearing rubbish,”
says Steve. “I did a lot of the physical work, and
I was still working at Eden Camp during the
day.”

“There were rabbit warrens you could stand
up in, we had to plant 6,500 trees to replace
hedges. I remember three days before we were
due to open, we started on the toilets. All our
friends came and helped up until midnight.”

They opened on June 1, 2003, changing the
name at the last minute from Lavande, the
French for lavender. “Lots of farming friends
said ‘If you use a French name, we’re not com-
ing’,” laughs Steve.

It has been back-breaking work. “It has been
the hardest four years of my life,” says Steve.
“Now if the toilets are bunged up, it’s down to
me to sort it out.”

To begin with, crows destroyed about 400
plants a day. Now Steve and Anne let the weeds
grow through the plants to protect them in their
infancy, painstakingly weeding the beds once
the lavender has grown.

“It all has to be hand weeded. We don’t use any
chemicals,” says Steve. “It’s heavy on staff.”

Up until this year, when they invested in a har-
vesting machine, cutting the lavender down and
bringing it in took four to five weeks. “I would
cutit down with a bighedge trimmer and it took
ten members of staff to gather.”

They opened the distillery last year and visi-
tors can now watch the whole oil-making
process, from the lavender being brought in on
aminiature train, which also offers rides to chil-
dren, to the extraction of the oil, using a unique
wood-fired still and cooling system. This makes
use of recycled rainwater from their landscaped
ponds.

CAREER
CHANGE:
Steve
bought 12
| acres and
swapped
pigs for
something
much more
aromatic

Pictures:
| RICHARD
| DOUGHTY

When they had some of their oils tested re-
cently, the concentration of the scent was com-
parable to the finest quality lavender used for
perfume and aromatherapy oils.

Steve designed and built the still himself,
adapted from information he gleaned from an
old book dated 1851. It takes about 200 plants to
get % litre of oil. “It’s not as fast as steam - it
takes three hours to get every last drop out —but
it does work well. And it gives the customer
something to see on a day out,” he says.

The couple came up with the idea of having
raised lavender beds, so that older people and
children in pushchairs can get closer to some of
the 120 lavender and herb varieties, on the site.

Wolds Way now employs 25 staff and the cou-
ple have invested more than £%m. “We have
grown year on year, although we haven’t broken
even yet. We keep reinvesting,” says Anne. “It
has been a rollercoaster few years, but  have no
regrets whatsoever, it has brought us closer to-
gether if anything.”

Steve points out that the smell of the laven-
der seems particularly strong after a drop of
rain. “The minute you get here, you feel good,”
adds Anne. “Idon’t know if it is the smell of the
lavender or what, but there is a lovely
atmosphere.”

[l Wolds Way Lavender, Malton, tel: 01944-
758641, www.woldswaylavender.co.uk

The farm is open from the first Sunday in
February until the end of October. Christmas
gifts can be ordered via the website. Goodies
include: lavender water £3.99, apricot and
lavender facial scrub £4.99, cleansing cream
£4.45, lavender bag £3.99, incense sticks 99p
and a soothing lavender and wheat bag to
warm up in the microwave £9.99.

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk
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WHAT | WANT FOR CHRISTMAS

SANDRA Geere has moved house 14
times and has had several careers. Now
she writes about organic fruit and
vegetable gardening, allotments and the
numerous health, environmental and
social benefits of growing and eating your
own fresh, tasty and safe food. She has
just set up the Sandra Geere Kitchen
Garden Design & Consultancy,
specialising in creating sustainable,
organic vegetable, fruit and herb gardens
in the smallest of spaces and offers a
consultancy, design, planting plans and
sourcing service to individual clients,
schools, Primary Care Trusts, businesses,
etc. She also offers talks, workshops and
lectures on the benefits of growing and
eating your own organic produce. The
idea behind the business is that anyone
can grow their five-a-day, even if they only
have a window box or pots on the patio.

“This is a very personal service and |
can offer a package especially tailored to
individual requirements,” says Sandra.
“One of these would make an ideal gift for
the person who has everything, for an
anniversary, to mark a retirement or for a
really original wedding present.”

Or for Christmas, of course... Gift
vouchers are available.

Where will you be spending
Christmas?

| will be spending Christmas at home in
York with my seven-month-old
granddaughter Ellie and her parents.

What on your gift wish list?

Leather gardening gauntlets (for less
painful pruning of my gooseberry
bushes), Jeremy Paxman’s latest book
(he can do no wrong in my eyes)

and a cheese knife with a yew wood
handle.

What’s the best Christmas present
you’ve ever had?

On Christmas Eve when my son was six
he drew me a picture of a clown holding
some balloons. He gave it to me,
wrapped up, on Christmas morning and it
has hung on my wall ever since.

If money were no object, what
would you like for Christmas?
An end to war.

Email: kitchgard@geere.demon.co.uk
Telephone: 01904-655366

Natural Stone Interiors Ltd, Old Station Road
South Bank, Middlesbrough, Cleveland TS6 6AD

T: 01642 440375
E: nsioffice@aol.com

natural stone

W: www.naturalstoneinteriors.co.uk

Stone for
worktops:

Tiles for
walls and
floors: ;
~ Travertine
~ Slate
~ Marble

CTETNG

~ Travertine
~ Limestone
~ Sandstone
~ Slate

~ Marble

~ Granite

How to find us :
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FINANCE NOW AVAILABLE FINANGE NOW AVAILABLE

BUY DIRECT FROM
THE MANURACTURER
SAVING YOU ££1S

Conservatories
start from £4,300

[ e

Conservatory
Supplied
and Installed
with two double
sockets and
fan light
Including Base

extends your living space whilst complimenting your home,
creating stunning rooms to bring your home and garden together.

*WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST
*FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT
OUR FRIENDLY OFFICE ON 01325 287700

W’"naw OFFER Six Windows, Two Doors

Supplied and Fitted

SPECIFICATION: 70mm uPVC
From 0n|y I Internally Beaded Frames with
Saracen Shoot Bolts for high security

10 YEAR GUARANTEE
DOOR OFFER

£330

Supplied and Fitted

b -
BOW WINDOW OFFER

From Only £680

NORTH EAST GLASS
== /IND GLAZING

Tel. Factory: (01325) 287700 Fax: (01325) 287711

www.northeastglassandglazing.co.uk

After hours contact mob: 07774424297

FINANGE NOW AVAILABLE FINANCE NOW AVAILABLE
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We three
chefs...

Cooking for a crowd at Christmas is enough to induce a
sense of panic in the most experienced chef. Here three
celebrity chefs share their secrets and favourite festive
memories with GABRIELLE FAGAN

MARY BERRY

What’s the essence of Christmas for you?

IT means a family occasion. I've never wanted to go off
to a hotel or go abroad in the sunshine. To me,
Christmas is Christmas at home. We used to go to my
mother’s for Christmas, now I cook dinner and she o

comes to us — she’s 101 and we do it in a very
similar way. f

What’s your favourite Christmas memory?
It’s remembering my own children, doing
charades and acting and dressing up over
Christmas; they so enjoy Christmas
when they’re little. Now my twin
granddaughters are four and they
proudly say grace before the meal
and they do it beautifully. It’s a
children’s time.

What’s your favourite Christmas
menu?

We have the turkey. We’ve been
through having the goose, but a turkey
is what everyone likes.

What’s your favourite Christmas recipe?
For Christmas Eve, baked salmon with a
Parmesan crust that I often do.

What’s your essential Christmas ingredient?
One of the ingredients I buy very early are frozen
chestnuts - they’re now available in good

supermarkets and they cut out all that awful "
peeling of chestnuts when you’ve just E" .r'-
done your nails. And they’re very & Ay
good - buy them early and keep Al

in the freezer as they do run out. r ; 1
What’s your tip for making Tl g '_ i

preparations easier? e
Planning and organisation.
Getting a nice big sheet of
paper and thinking early in
December about who’s coming,
how many there are going to
be and what I can do ahead —
and do it sitting down calmly.
When you’ve made your lists,
you feel a lot happier.

[l Mary Berry’s Christmas
Collection, by Mary Berry
(Headline, £20)

A BERRY
CHRISTMAS:
frozen chestnuts
are essential
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SOPHIE GRIGSON

What’s the essence of Christmas for you?

FOR me the essence of Christmas is having time to
spend with my family, my children, siblings and as
many of the vast hordes of cousins as we can
squeeze in.

What’s your favourite Christmas memory?

My last Christmas with my mother, discovering
Monteverdi’s Vespers of the Blessed Virgin together.
She died a few months later. Whenever I hear it, I
think of her, and what was a surprisingly happy
Christmas, although we knew she didn’t have much
time left.

What’s your favourite Christmas menu?

We’re very traditional, very boring, repeating much
the same menu year in year out. So smoked salmon
on homemade brown bread, followed by turkey (or if
I get my way, goose, which I prefer) with a chestnut
and apple stuffing, bread sauce, cranberry sauce,
Brussels sprouts with almonds or chestnuts, crisp
roast potatoes and parsnips, lots of gravy, bacon rolls
and cocktail sausages, and finally a flaming
Christmas pudding and usually either a mulled
grapejuice jelly or lemon mousse.

What’s your favourite Christmas recipe?

I adore Christmas pudding and always make my own
several months in advance so that it has time to
mature. I love the ritual and drama of the flaming
pudding, presented in a room lit only by candle light.

What’s your essential Christmas ingredient?

Wow, that’s a tricky one. Possibly fresh chestnuts, but
possibly all those warm, mellow spices like
cinnamon, nutmeg, allspice, cloves and so on.

What’s your tip for making Christmas preparations
easier? Plan everything well in advance. Make lists
and timetables and stick to them as best you can.

[l Vegetables by Sophie Grigson (Collins, £25)

PAUL GAYLER

What’s the essence of
Christmas for you?
Spending time with the
family — plenty of drink,
food and a good time. I love
seeing everyone happy and
relaxed.

What’s your favourite
Christmas memory?

As a child I remember
mum and dad coming in to
fill our stockings in the

middle of the night. So

we’d know exactly when they’d come in, my brother and
I used to tie a piece of string to the door and attach it to
my foot. As soon as the door opened we’d feel a tug! Once
they’d left, we were up!

What’s your favourite Christmas menu?

I am a traditionalist at heart and do love a good old
turkey — but being me, I can’t just have one dish. I’ll
usually prepare a good rib of beef as well.

What’s your favourite Christmas recipe?

I haven’t got a favourite recipe, but you can’t beat a good
piece of Christmas stilton. It’s as important as the turkey
and in our house we’re eating it for weeks after.

What’s your essential Christmas ingredient?
Vacuum packed chestnuts — I get really good quality ones
from France and use them in the stuffing.

What’s your tip for making Christmas preparations
easier?

Just focus on one main dish, don’t try and have three
complicated courses. It’s better to just do it well and not
try to be too clever. After all, you are usually cooking for
loads of people and that’s a challenge in itself.

[l A Passion For Cheese by Paul Gayler
(Kyle Cathie, £14.99)
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Want a place in the sun?

STEVE Johnson is a firm believer in
the personal touch. Which is why he
makes a point of providing just that
for people looking to buy property on
the Spanish coast. Steve is the local
introduction agent for two companies
offering help to those seeking a place
in the sun - HG Properties and Mar
Menor Enterprises.

If you are looking for a property in
either the Costa Blanca region or
further south to the Costa Callida then
Steve in the person you are looking
for. In both cases you can be met at
the airport, taken to your
accommodation and shown around the
area before you view the development
/ property for sale. If need be, you can

be accompanied across to Spain and
Steve can assure you there is no
pressure and no hard sell. Once in
Spain you will be given guidance and
information tailored specifically to
your individual requirements.

With a wealth of experience in the
finance business and the Spanish
property market, Steve can guarantee
you a service that is second to none
and whatever you are looking for as
your dream home he will deliver, as
many of his existing clients will testify.

To arrange an appointment and turn
your dream into reality, call Steve on
the number below.

Own your own Property in Spain
Frontline Golf only Minutes
from the Beach

18 Hole Golf Courses
Excellent Investment Opportunities
Over 50 Developments to choose from
Apartments to Detached Villas

Contact our Local Agent
Steve Johnson

Tel: 01642 758 265

Mobile: 07734 794 394
sdjcostas@yahoo.co.uk

Stayiprriese’msAIive
Christmas 2006

Bee Gees tribute band, Stayin’ Alive,
performing every Friday
and Saturday throughout Christmas 2006

Saturday 9" Friday 22" &
Saturday 23 December at £25 per person
Contact: Hotel Reception, Hardwick Hall Hotel,
Sedgefield, County Durham, TS21 2EH

Tel: 01740 620253 * Fax: 01740 622771 -
www.hardwickhallhotel.co.uk
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With the warm glow
of the fire and the
twinkling tree lights,
all you need is the feel
of a new carpet under
your feet.

We will provide
everything from a free
estimate to beautifully
fitted carpets...

80% Wool Twists

from £7-99 sq yd
or £9.86sq m

- Free
" fitting
- Offer
. on all
carpets

See instore
LY S for details
S AR R

‘Oakwood House,
Eastmount Road,
Darlington DL1 1LA

Tel: 01325 466470

(Opposite Reg Vardy, Near Magnet)

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk

CLOCKWISE
FROM
ABOVE:
Matthew
Williamson
printed shirt and
belt, Issa dress,
Top Shop
camisole,
Matthew
Williamson
jeans and Unisa
sandals;
Matthew
Williamson coat,
blouse and
trousers and
Betty Jackson
boots

Pat Copeland owns
the designer clothing
store Joseph M, on
Darlington’s Grange
Road. At the age of
60, she proves that
style is not the
preserve of the young

Describe your look

As you get older, glamour is
more to do with being
immaculate, perfectly
groomed and polished; elegant
whilst trendy with a distinct
twist on today’s fashion. A
woman who knows her self-
worth radiates it. That’s the
epitome of glamour to me. A
smile is your best dressed look
and it’s free. I like having the
confidence to enjoy my own
style and have fun with it.

What’s your favourite item of
clothing?

It has to be Matthew
Williamson’s fabulous jackets.
They’re very distinctive. Add
them to your jeans, dresses etc

and you can guarantee you
always look stunning. They are
key investment pieces —
timeless and fabulously
tailored — and you definitely
have the feelgood factor
wearing them. Women should
indulge themselves more
often.

What’s the most you’ve ever
spent on an item of clothing?
I think it has to be a pair of
sling-back shoes which I got
caught on the side of the
pedals in my new car, which I
bumped - very costly indeed!

What’s been your worst buy?

I haven’t really got a worst buy.
With all my knowledge of
fashion plus a discerning eye I
try only to buy the items I
really love and know will work
with my existing working
wardrobe.

What are your favourite
shops?

Little boutiques which sell
delightful clothes - the things I
haven’t seen before. I love
shopping in places I visit on
holiday - Rome, Capri, Cannes

etc, and of course Harvey
Nichols.

What’s your favourite beauty
product?
Espa 24 Hour Eye Complex.

Have you any beauty tips?

My first beauty tip would be to
use Daily Dermalogica
Intensive Moisture Balance
and exfoliate weekly with
Gatineau Electelle, and if I had
time, I should go more often
for a facial. My daughters
always comment on my skin
after having a facial but I can
never find the time to indulge.

Which celebrity’s style do you
admire and why?

It has got to be Kate Moss —
she’s queen of cool and

glamour, totally understated
but she always manages to
look fantastic and effortless.
She was at one red carpet
event recently and she
outshone everyone with her
simple style. Everyone paled
into insignificance and she
looked magnificent.

W Joseph M, 12 Grange Road,
Darlington, 01325-489821.

As you get older,
glamour is more to
do with being
perfectly groomed




[l Don't miss
Burton’s Bytes
— game reviews
in The Northern
Echo every
Tuesday
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Gadget-lovers adore Christmas.
What better excuse could there be
to stock up with new techno
goodies? NIGEL BURTON looks at
what’s going to be hot this Yuletide

The Box still rocks

BEST GAMES

CONSOLE
Microsoft Xbox 360
A CONTROVERSIAL

choice because the T,
Xbox 360 isn’t the S
new kid on the block &7 b )

any more. That
accolade falls to the
ridiculously named ;
Nintendo Wii
(pronouced “wee”). # r
The Wii has price &h“ R
on its side and a de-
cent launch line-up of games but the Xbox 360 is
still the daddy. It has more power and far more
software choice. Of course, the Xbox doesn’t have
the Wii’s innovative “wand-style” controller but
if you enjoy playing your games on-line then the
Box rocks this Christmas. The Xbox can also be
upgraded to high definition standard remarkably
cheaply. Around £280.

BEST HIGH
DEFINITION
RECORDER

Toshiba Qosimo
G30
THIS has not
been a good year
for either format
hoping to re-
place DVD as
the recordable
medium of the future.
The Blu-Ray system has suffered from well pub-
licised problems and the HD-DVD camp can only
offer the G30, from £1,299.95, if you absolutely
must have a high def recorder this Christmas.
The Qosimo is a fantastic laptop computer (full
on HD recording, TV tuner, great speakers etc)
but it’s also very pricy and the HD technology is
still very much in its infancy. Nor can you record
the Sky high def broadcasts in anything more

9

Wyl

than standard DVD quality - so what’s the point?
My advice? Wait for another six months.

BEST GAMING ACCESSORY
amBX

amBX is
shorthand for
‘ambient
experiences’.
Driving the next
generation of
home
entertainment, it
delivers new

BEST WAY TO REKINDLE YOUR YOUTH

Philips Entertaible

LOOKING like a cross between a Subuteo pitch and a white board, the Entertaible
comprises a 32-inch horizontal LCD, sophisticated touch screen-based multi-object
position detection, and all supporting control electronics. It allows the players to
engage in a new class of electronic game which combines the features of comput-
er gaming, such as dynamic playing fields and gaming levels, with the social in-
teraction and tangible playing pieces, such as pawns and dies, of traditional board
games.

entertainment
experiences:
surround lighting,
sound, vibration,
air movement and other effects.

According to developer Philips, it takes what’s
pretty much a ‘virtual’ activity - games, DVDs,
music - and turns it into a far more tangible, im-

mersive experience.

If you're a gamer, the virtual world
reaches out from your screen. You feel
the action: the movement of vehicles,
shifts in lighting, rumbling explosions, ric-
ocheting bullets, wind in your face. The mix
of ambient lighting, vision, sound and tactile
sensations mean the gaming experience will
never be the same.

BEST GADGET YOU WON'T
FIND IN THE SHOPS
Sony PS3.
THE European launch of the much anticipated
Sony PlayStation 3 has been delayed until March
2007.

While the rest of the civilised world gets the
greatest gaming console this month, British fans
will just have to wait. Alternatively they could
invest in a Microsoft Xbox 360 or a Nintendo Wii
and still enjoy next generation gaming action on
Christmas Day. From £35.

Childcare!

Do you need....
* Advice on careers in Childcare?

* Advice on qualifications and training?
* Funding support and training?<-
* Business advice or support?

Aol
=

If so, call Darlington Children’s
Information Service on

0800917 21 21
local childcare

for you i

° R
and your family . ..«
* Childminders T M atrx
* Day nurseries
Playgroups
Out of school clubs
Parent and toddler groups

Parent and toddler groups o yisit the national CHILDCARE
and other childcare services Wwebsite at ww.childcare.gov.uk

Whatever you need to know
about childcare contact us on:

0800 917 2121
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NEW LOOK: privately owned, the hotel dates back to the 17th century and even boasts a secret passage

An updated menu is just one of the things guests
can tuck into at the newly refurbished Hallgarth
Manor Country Hotel. SHEILA WEBER drops in

We would like to
welcome you to the

ELEMORE
RESTAURANT

here at the
Hallgarth Manor Hotel

Its period feel has recently
been enhanced with
contemporary decor,
resulting in a relaxing and
luxurious dinning
environment.

ELEMORE

REST
SPECTAL SANT

At the Elemore Restaurant
we strive to ensure that our
compreﬁensive menu always
offers something to suit all

ORDER Ty o OFF ER

(A/I‘IlolfrE COURSEs
MUST INC
MAIN COA[,[(]%I D)E ™o

tastes and to help achieve IEI;E B f
this our head chef and his  JEEY:{0)yyFNeys l ‘1
ot

team are continually gUOOLTﬁaE/VINE 4

creating new and exciting ]8FFER ENDS 23rp)

. (0)7 23R
dishes for you to choose EMBER 2095
from.

HALLGARTH
MANOR

ittington, Durham DH6 1AB.
Telephone 0191 372 1188

e: wwwhallgarthmanorhotel.co.uk
: sales@hallgarthmanorhotel.com

ROWN and white road signs are just

the start of a new direction for

Hallgarth Manor Country Hotel.

For inside this impressive listed

building nestling in the County
Durham countryside a major makeover is
going on.

The hotel —just three miles from the historic
city of Durham - has embarked on a refur-
bishment programme intended to ensure the
Hallgarth is well and truly on the map.

General manager Carol Carter says the aim
is to attract more new business.

“We get a lot of repeat trade and that’s
great,” she says. “But we are looking to bring
in more new guests and see more people using
our restaurant and bar facilities. We want to
tell people we are here and what we have to
offer.”

Already, the restaurant and lounge have
been given a facelift, along with the cocktail
area, which sports a rose pink/beige colour
scheme, comfortable chairs and views on to the
beautiful south-facing gardens.

There is also anew menu. The previous table
d’hote system has been replaced by an a la
carte menu offering lots of choice and flexibil-
ity for diners. The restaurant is open to non-
residents and there is a carvery on Sunday
lunchtimes, along with bar meals lunchtime
and evening.

The 23 en-suite bedrooms are next for a new
look. A refurbishment programme starts in
2007 to equip each room with wireless facilities,
flat-screen TVs and bathroom fittings de-
scribed by Carol Carter as ‘exclusive’. And all
bedrooms have views of the surrounding coun-
tryside or part of the four acres of gardens and
grounds.

All this is complemented by original and tra-
ditional features such as the hotel’s grand
staircase and crystal chandeliers.

The Hallgarth’s conference facilities are im-
pressive, suitable for one to one interviews or

up to 250 people with full technology back-up.
This side of the business centres on the
Cathedral Suite, which is also available for

functions such as civil weddings,
dinner/dances, banquets and anniversary cel-
ebrations.

And residents can get discount use of leisure
and fitness facilities at the nearby Bannatynes
about a mile away.

Privately-owned, the hotel dates back to the
17th century when it was a residential estate.
It even boasts a ‘secret passage’ said to have
been created to give monks access to Durham
Cathedral and the nearby church of St
Lawrence.

Situated just outside the village of Pitting-
ton, the hotel believes in catering to people liv-
ing in the vicinity. There is also a tavern bar —
mainly used by locals — which features a domi-
noes team and quiz night. Meals can be ordered
in here.

“We want to attract people from the imme-
diate area and further afield,” says Carol
Carter. “Many people just don’t know we are
here and we want to ensure we are well and
truly on the map.

“The food is excellent here, attracting very
favourable reports, and we aim to attract more
people aged 30-plus for meals.”

[l Prices at Hallgarth Manor range from £75
per double room for bed and breakfast to
£110 to include dinner. Special offers are
available at different times of the year.

The new a la carte menu in the Elemore
Restaurant includes dishes such as pan-
seared sirloin at £15.50; medallions of veni-
son at £16 and darne of halibut at £13.75. In-
gredients are locally sourced where possible
and specials are changed daily.

Christmas bookings are now being taken.
Festive lunches are available throughout De-
cember at £14.95, with six-course lunches on
December 25 itself costing £69.95, to include
bucks fizz and a visit from Santa.



ADVERTISING FEATURE

Getting the
Abbey habit

The new care village at Scorton provides a wealth of choices
for elderly people looking for a home with that little bit extra

T can’t be very often that there is a chance

to buy ahome in a converted old abbey. But

that is exactly what’s on offer at Scorton

village in North Yorkshire as five apart-

ments have been created within the Grade

II listed St Clare’s Abbey on the fringe of
the village.

The conversion is part of a seven-acre site,
which Gratia Care is turninginto a ‘care village’.
But the abbey homes will be separated from the
rest of the development by way of clever design.

Simon Loveridge, managing director of Gra-
tia Care, says: “These are very special homes,
sympathetically converted.”

The complex features a three-bedroom, two-
bathroom apartment on the top floor. The rest
are two-bedroomed homes. Original features
have been retained where possible, such as arch-
way windows and exposed beams, and floor
space is generous.

Mr Loveridge says each flat is individual.
“They are ideal for people looking for something
different,” he says. “Lots of new buildings are
square and boxy, these have character.”

In use of materials, the company has gone all
out to blend in with the original structure —
which dates back to the 17th century and stone-
masons have been brought in to capture the feel
of the past.

Gardens are shared and there is an outside
maintenance arrangement. Parking spaces have
been incorporated and the homes have a sepa-
rate access road. Prices range from £215,000 to
£235,000.

Gratia Care bought the site from the Broth-
ers of St John of God three years ago. A hospi-
tal/care facility was built there in 1909 as a ‘home
for unfortunates’ charity, but to adapt it to mod-
ern standards called for a massive £15m invest-
ment.

“The first thing was to open a new care home
delivering modern standards,” says Mr
Loveridge. That facility is already full, with 60
residents.

There is also a nursing and care home spe-
cialising in working with people with
Alzheimers. This is split into units of 15 so peo-
ple can form their own little communities.

“If you can have such a thing as a state-of-the-
art care home then thisisit,” says Mr Loveridge.

Also on site is provision for people with mild
dementia and 45 assisted living suites are being
developed. Here, people get en-suite accommo-
dation with lounge and kitchenette on a rental
basis. Tenants tend to be people who would pre-
viously have been in a residential home. Ser-
vices are provided to their door and there is a
formal dining room, coffee shop and cinema on
site.

“They have their independence but care is
there as part of the package,” says Mr Loveridge.
“Prices are comparable with those of residential
care homes, although people get more space and
more freedom. We believe in keeping people in
their own homes for as long as possible.”

Elsewhere on the complex, Gratia is building
22 assisted living units. Residents can use all site
facilities and have the option to buy, rent or have
full-time care.

“It gives people choice and if their needs
change, they are not faced with moving away

from the area,” says Mr Loveridge. “We feel that
in many care organisations, the physical aspects
are addressed, but the social side is overlooked.
We want to change that.”

Ultimately, there will be provision for around
170 residents. Staff numbers already total 119 -
mainly local people — making Gratia one of the
biggest employers in the area.

Mr Loveridge says the care village concept has
been around in the America for years but that
it has ‘taken us a while to catch up’.

“The backbone of our system has been small-
er care homes. But as more and more regula-
tions came in, it was harder to make that work,”
he says.

“Most people going into care homes have done
so in reaction to a health crisis and the involve-
ment of hospitals and social services. Assisted
living rent/buy is more of a personal choice. Peo-
ple have more control over their own destiny and
stay healthier longer if they have indepen-
dence.”

While the Abbey site is very much a commu-
nity, it is still part of the overall Scorton village.

Some of the accommodation is for couples.
“That is an important part of what we do,” says
Mr Loveridge. “One big problem has been cou-
ples being split up.”

In assisted living, Gratia provide wardrobes,
carpets and such, but leave space for people’s
own furniture and belongings. If needed, a fur-
nishing package can be provided.

Outside are secure gardens and landscaped
areas. There is a Victorian-style conservatory
and social activities are high on the list, with res-
idents encouraged to arrange events them-
selves. A bus is available for outings.

Each unit has a manager and various care
workers, depending on the level of need.

Gratia have been building for two years now
and completion will take another 18 months.

“So far we have had positive feedback from the
Scorton community,” says Mr Loveridge. “As
there have been care facilities here for around
100 years, people have got used to the idea and
we have a big impact on the community as an
employer. We try to support local businesses.”

He says Gratia have a good reputation in pro-
viding high levels of care - especially for
Alzheimers sufferers.

“All too often, people don’t get a choice as to
what kind of care home they go to,” says Mr
Loveridge. “It is all done on a reaction to crisis
basis. People really need to sit down with their
families to make proper arrangements. They
think it’s not going to happen to them, but usu-
ally it does. Too many people bury the subject
under the carpet but it needs to be discussed in
a serious way.”

To buy assisted living units costs from
£195,999 for two-bedrooms and £159,000 for one-
bedroomed accommodation. Mr Loveridge says
these prices are competitive with local market
conditions.

Rents, he says, are on a par with residential
homes in general.

“The whole subject of care needs to be viewed
in a common sense way,” says Mr Loveridge.
“Ask the question: would you put your gran
here?It’s an easy question to answer. It’s ahome
from home.”

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk
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ROOM WITH A
VIEW: The outlook
from the living area
of one of the new
flats overlooking the
chapel. Below, the
former hospital at
Scorton which is
being converted
into assisted living
apartments.

Pictures: RICHARD
DOUGHTY

OPEN PLAN: Left, the kitchen
area of a flat at the former St Clare’s
abbey

Gratia Care Ltd is delighted
to announce the opening of
a brand new purposely
designed care home, which
provides specialist nursing
and dementia care in the
outstanding location of
Scorton, one of the prettiest
villages in north Yorkshire

This new care home forms
part of the existing Abbey
Care Village, and boasts a
standard of accommodation
and care which more than
exceeds expectations.

Set in delightful landscaped
gardens, the new facility
also offers the benefits of
existing on-site amenities
such as a restaurant, coffee
shop and cinema suite
providing a stimulating
social life for those who
wish.

All accommodation is in
beautifully appointed single
rooms with en-suite
facilities, providing every
comfort and a homely and
private living space. All
rooms have points for

satellite television and are
fitted with individual phone
lines to help residents keep
in touch with their loved
ones.

The Abbey Care Home has
been designed to be a real
home from home with
intimate residents’ lounges
and separate dining
facilities throughout the
building which encourage
social interaction in a
relaxed and comfortable
atmosphere.

Our experienced and
qualified staff are trained to
provide care and support
without compromising the
individuals choice and
beliefs and aim to maximise
their independence.
Residents are treated with
respect and dignity; we take
into account their ability,
interest and preferences,
focusing on their quality of
life.

To find out more about the Abbey Care
Home or Gratia Care Ltd and our
availability, please telephone us on
(01748) 811971 or write to us at:

Gratia Care Ltd, Abbey Care Village,
Scorton, North Yorkshire DL10 6EB
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DAILY LIVING AIDS
LOTS OF NEW & EXCITING

I FOR THE ELDERLY I I TILE RANGES JUST ARRIVED
I AND LESS MOBILE | EXCLUSIVE TO EUROTILES
* Scooters y

i |

I' Chairs I on production of this coupon

* Electric Recliners | | Wall Tiles

I- Wheelchairs I I from.... 999 sq mtr I
* House & Home Floor T|Ies
« Kitchen & Dining I I 1M 11.99 sqmtr

| Bathing &Toileting | | Freg EsTiMATES

N Tiling Service available if required
I Unit 1B, Drum Ind Est I I Also a full range of Tiling Accessories I

Chester-le-Street
Unit 2G, Drum Ind Estate,
I (Opp. Batleys Cash & Carry) I I Chester-le- Slreel (opp Balleys) I

0191 492 2301 Y

Open Mon-Fri 1I1 5 pm sa(10 4 pm

TERRITORIAL ARMY

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk

SO SIGNAL
SQUADRON

The Bradford Armoury,
Neasham Road, Darlington, Co Durham
& TA Centre, Debdon Gardens,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne
Have fun and get paid for it
Contact us anytime at the above address or telephone us on

YOU NEED THE Darlington

01325 356539
' A or Newcastle
0191 265 6180

www.army.mod.uk/
royalsignals/34sigregt

Discover the Canals of England and
Wales on one of our 2-10 berth
narrow boats, all centrally heated

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED

FULL INSTRUCTION I

Choice of scenic and historic routes
ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES

Claymoore Navigation, The Wharf,
Preston Brook, Warrington, Cheshire

i
T 01928 717273

Visit our shop for your creative
Christmas Card Making Ideas
We stock Duftex Christmas products
as seenon TV.
Join one of our many classes
Please phone for details 5
Tel. 0191 3757515
6 Beech Road, Framwellgate Moor,
Durham. DH1 5JE

Email: info@scrapbookshop.co.uk
WWW.SCRAPBOOKSHOP.CO.UK

Shop opening hours:
Mon-Sat 10am till 5pm

www.claymoore.co.uk

Bring this advert to receive your loyalty
card or quote NEO1 on the website

Fall in Love with

FARMERS MARKET
DATES 2006

STOKESLEY - the 1st Saturday of the month
RICHMOND - the 3rd Saturday of the month
LEYBURN - the 4th Saturday of the month
NORTHALLERTON -

the 4th Wednesday of the month
HARTLEPOOL, HISTORIC QUAY -

the 2nd Saturday of the month

SETTLE - the 2nd Sunday of the month
GRASSINGTON - the 3rd Sunday of the month
NATURE’S WORLD, ACKLAM
MIDDLESBROUGH -

on the last Sunday of the month

RIPON - the 3rd Sunday of the month
SKIPTON - the 1st Sunday of the month

CAPTAIN COOK’S SQUARE
MIDDLESBROUGH - the 1st Tuesday of the month

New Christmas Dates
RipON - 17th December SKIPTON - 17th December
NORTHALLERTON - 20th December  LEYBURN - 23rd December

Information from A Davy on:
) (01748) 884965 / 884414

or mobile: 07740 428692

www.ndfm.co.uk

Local Food
FARMERS MARKET DATES 2006

STOKESLEY - the 1st Saturday of the month
RICHMOND - the 3rd Saturday of the month
LEYBURN - the 4th Saturday of the month

NORTHALLERTON -
the 4th Wednesday of the month

HARTLEPOOL, HISTORIC QUAY -
the 2nd Saturday of the month

SETTLE - the 2nd Sunday of the month
GRASSINGTON - the 3rd Sunday of the month

NATURE’S WORLD, ACKLAM, MIDDLESBROUGH -
on the last Sunday of the month

RiPON - the 3rd Sunday of the month
SKIPTON - the 1st Sunday of the month

CAPTAIN COOK’S SQUARE, MIDDLESBROUGH - New
- the 1st Tuesday of the month

New Christmas Dates
RiPON - 17th December
SKIPTON - 17th December
NORTHALLERTON - 20th December
LEYBURN - 23rd December

Information from A Davy on:
(01748) 884965 / 884414
or mobile: 07740 428692
www.ndfm.co.uk

Wensleydale Galleries
Art & Framing Studio

New release by

Pen Hill & Wensleydale

Peter Ellis

Unit 1, Herriot Court, Leyburn Business Park, Harmby Road,
Leyburn DL8 5QA T: 01969 623488 F: 01969 624746

NNE interiors

People call us Trinny
and Susannah’

Interior designers Pam Wright and Fiona Lawson are experts at giving
their clients the champagne lifestyle on a lemonade budget. They
share some of their secrets with RUTH CAMPBELL, including their

desire to work for the Beckhams

HEY are known as the Trinny and Su-
sannah of the interior design world.
And when you first meet Pam Wright
and Fiona Lawson, it isnot hard to see
why. Dressed in stylish jeans, high
heels and fashionable, fitted shirts, they look
like real girlies, in the nicest sense of the word.

Suddenly, Fiona clocks Pam’s trendy dark blue
open-toed high wedge heels and lets out a shriek:
“Snap. We’ve both worn the same shoes. I knew
this would happen one day,” she laughs.

The shoes, which they bought together while
on a buying trip for their interiors shop in
Masham, say it all. Although they look like ex-
pensive designer footwear, they’re actually from
the discount clothing store Matalan and cost just
£8.99.

Just like TV’s Trinny and Susannah, who put
together knockout looks from high street stores,
Pam and Fiona know how to get the very best for
what you’'ve got or, as they put it: “the cham-
pagne lifestyle on a lemonade budget”.

Thanks to drastically reduced circumstances,
Fiona and Pam, who admit to being slightly ec-
centric, have had their share of both. Once, they
both lived in huge, rambling converted farm-
houses with Agas, a multitude of bedrooms and
acres of land.

Today, they both live in tiny, rented cottages:
“It is a challenge, but we’ve just rolled up our
sleeves and got on with it,” says Fiona. “Before
my divorce, I used to have the big farmhouse
with a 40ft kitchen, three bathrooms and 23
acres. I was demoted from driving a Porsche to
a Peugeot 205 with the door hanging on with a
bit of string.”

Pam, whose income plummeted after her hus-

FIONA: My
favourite room
“IT’S our little
snug room, right,
where everything
is done on the
cheap. | painted
the ceilings as
well as the walls dark red so
it's all boxed in. We just dive in
here in the evenings and relax,
it's even got a bed settee. We
love it. The huge 8ft by 5ft
mirror is from my old house. It
was a bargain for £200, but fits

TOP TIPS

M Try boxing a small room

band stopped work, once lived in a huge old
Georgian farmhouse with attached pig farm and
barn which she transformed into a luxurious
home. She adds: “My house is now so small, it’s
like a doll’s house, none of my old furniture will
fit into it. We have had to do it up on the cheap.
It’s been a challenge.”

Needless to say, both their cottages look stun-
ning and elegant, the perfect advertisement for
their considerable design skills and an excellent
example of just what can be achieved on a tight
budget.

They pride themselves on being able to make
a house look as luxurious as the Palace of Ver-
sailles without spending a fortune: “I get a real
kick out of getting hold of a fabric for £2 a metre
and making it look amazing, really luxurious,”
says Fiona.

Unlike some interior designer types, Fiona
and Pam - who prefer to call themselves “home
stylists” — aren’t playing at this business. After
opening their shop last July, they clearly work
incredibly hard and have a huge client portfolio
to prove it.

Currently, they are refurbishing houses all
over Yorkshire and County Durham. They are
also working on the renowned Blue Lion restau-
rant in East Witton and the White Swan in Mid-
dleham and add that they are “sworn to secre-
cy” about a number of well-known clients.

Fiona is quick to stress that, although they
may be known as Trinny and Susannah, they are
not quite as brutal as the famous pair: “We try
as much as we can to work with what the client
wants, it is their home and their taste. Their
home is part of their personality.”

Locally, they have made their mark on every-

B Mix old and new. You can
pick up great bargains at junk

perfectly in here and makes
the room look more spacious.
We have a huge TV as my
second husband is American.
The ancient looking “paintings
on the wall are just
photocopies blown up. | put
crackle glaze and soot on to
make them look old and
framed them. The large
painting is a self-portrait of my
grandmother Mica Sidi, an
artist who studied with Picasso
in Paris. She was about the
same age as him. She
wouldn’t exhibit or sell, and led
a fantastic, bohemian life. It's
very special to me.”

colour wise, painting the
ceiling the same colour as the
walls and carpet. This looks
really good in a dark colour
like raspberry, everything
blends. There are no rights or
wrongs but if you put a bold
colour on one wall only it
highlights it, it can stand out
too much.

[l Lighting is very important,
you can change the whole
mood of a room by using lower
wattage peach tone bulbs.
Peach gives a really soft light
without being too harsh. The
warm glow changes the look of
the whole room.

shops. One of my favourite
items is an old plant stand with
a crack down the middle | got
from a junk shop for 50p. | cut
off the legs and it makes a
great coffee table. You can
make lovely footstools from old
tables,

[l Dress up your bed with soft
drapes of fabric hanging above
the bedhead. You can use
muslin or something cheap
and gather it together at the
top in a crown.

M You can make sumptuous
curtains from cheaper fabrics,
dress them up with tassel tie-
backs and trims.



thing from tiny terraced cottages in Masham to
the grand function room in Bedale Hall. The
room, which was once painted in sickly colours
with grey linoleum on the floor, has been trans-
formed, with huge gilt mirrors and sumptuous
fabrics. “It looks more like the Ritz in Paris now,”
says Fiona.

It is clear they enjoy what they do: “Even when
we arrive on building sites, they say: Here come
Trinny and Susannah. I suppose it’s because we’re
two women, stylish, working together in design,”
she adds. And, in true Trinny and Susannah style,
they have a laugh together. Fiona recalls another
occasion, when the pair were mistakenly locked
in a castle after the family went away and the
housekeeper forgot they were there. “It was a re-
ally spooky castle and had a fabulous wine cellar.
Pam said, if we have to stay here, I'm sleeping in
the same room as you...”

Aged 49 and 63 respectively, both Fiona and
Pam, whois a grandmother, look at least a decade
younger than their ages. While Fiona trained at
art college and used to work as a muralist, Pam’s
design skills were honed doing up homes of her
own. Her first assignment was from friends who
had seen what she had achieved.

“They bought a cottage and were going on hol-
iday for two weeks, they just threw me the keys
and said: ‘Do it’. I called all my girlfriends, it was
like one of those make-over shows. Then these
friends bought a massive wing of a stately home
and wanted me to do that. It just grew from there.”

The two, who met at a dinner party 15 years ago,
first went into business together more than three
years ago, hand making luxurious French-style
bedheads in Fiona’s garage and then at an old
sawmill in West Tanfield. “It was a freezing cold
workshop, like a scrapyard, where they used to
do shotblasting. We tarted it up and put in bed-
rooms.” The business soon expanded, leading
them to open their shop and develop the design
business from Masham.

“It is a great location, very boutiquey,” says
Fiona. “People come for miles. People who want
to do up holiday cottages stop by. We are so much
cheaper than in London. I have seen a mirror we
sell for £300 going for £2,500 on the Fulham Road.”

As well as offering home styling services, they
sell fabrics, chandeliers, lamps, mirrors, rugs, foot-
stools and other items of furniture. “We aim to
find things we can sell for reasonable prices but
that look amazing.” says Fiona.

Their business is doing better than they ever
imagined. But their dream job would be to do up
a house for Posh and Becks. “I would love to go on
a money-no-object spending spree,” says Fiona.
“Zebra skinrugs, 12 inch thick Footballers’ Wives
carpets, the whole bang and caboodle. And then
change it all every year. That would be great.”

PAM: My favourite room
“I LOVE this little, intimate
dining room, with its rough,
dark red painted walls. The
quirky moose’s head above
the fireplace was a gift from a
friend, because my nickname
- is Moosey, short for
pamplemoose. We knocked out and
exposed the fireplace. The old oak
Jacobean furniture and raw silk curtains are
from our old house. The shelf unit in the
corner was originally the front door. | got the
deer oil painting at Tennants’ auction in
Leyburn. We also have a few hunting scenes
as my husband was master of the Catterick
Beagles. My favourite thing is the old mirror.
| couldn’t afford to buy it when | saw it in a
gallery 15 years ago but | loved it. We went
to York Races for our wedding anniversary
and | put some money on a horse and won
£600, exactly the cost of the mirror. It was
meant to be.

TOP TIPS

[l Use mirrors to create light and space.
Remember you are creating a home, not
something that looks interior designed.
Keep it simple, don’t over-design. The best
homes look like they have evolved.

M Placing furniture is important. When you
live with things, you don’t notice them after a
while. By moving them to another room or
another position, it can really show
something off and make a big difference.
You see it afresh.

M Live in a place for a while before you
decorate. It might be tempting but don’t
rush it, stagger things.

M If you don’t have one, put in an open fire.
This is the soul, the heart of any home, it is
really important.
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[l Lawson
Wright
Design,
Silver Street,
Masham
01765-
688180

| get a real kick out of getting hold of a £2
a metre fabric and making it look amazing

Santa says...

homecare
There's nowhere
quite like it for...

4

fireplaces eating
homecare  café”

Helping you improve your home
Valley Street, Darlington. Tel: 01325 352224

Opening Times:Monday-Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm.

Saturday 9.00am to 5.00pm. Closed Bank Holidays.

Shop on-line at www.homecaresupplies.co.uk
www.homecaresupplies.co.uk www.homecaresupplies.co.uk

Huge choice. Helpful advice. Constant low prices. Free delivery
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Meet a real mean,
clean machine

Motoring correspondent IAN LAMMING finds the Lexus GS450H
a dream to drive — without the guilt of guzzling gas

EADY. It’s not a question, it’s an

instruction and it flashes up on

the dashboard of the first high

performance hybrid on the

market. Block capitals and in
simple white on black it inhabits the top left
hand corner of the dashboard of the Lexus
GS450.

It appears when you press the round
button marked ‘power’ and is the only
discernible thing to happen when you do.
There is no noise, no engine start up, noth-
ing but this five-letter word.

It seems a trifle odd then to let off the
handbrake (particularly as you use your foot
by the way), engage whichever gear takes
your fancy (whether that’s D for forward or R
for reverse) and press the accelerator.

Oddly, the car moves, proving that it is
indeed ready. Who definitely aren’t ready are
the passing pedestrians who jump out of
their skins as the large luxury saloon glides
off without so much as a squeak from any
moving part. The walkers aren’t ready either

asIcrawl at hiker-pace behind them down the
drive of our Lakeland Iunch stop as they don’t
realise we are there. When they do they leap
from their boots and gaiters.

Ready or not the world must embrace this
latest piece of Japanese technology. The
fume-filled atmosphere and depleted natural
resources are certainly ready for a vehicle
that uses electricity to drive the wheels and
the driven wheels to provide the electricity in
a thoroughly Earth-friendly fashion.

And motorists will be ready too for a car
that is a magnificent drive; that provides
performance but not at the expense of the

purse; that provides Iluxury without
compromise; limousine comfort with
sporting prowess.

It does this by harnessing a silky smooth
3.5 litre V6, which on its own is a fine engine,
to an electric motor. The former turns out
286bhp unaided, the latteris a 190bhp support
act. Combined, it produces a car with a sub-
six second to 60mph performance but one
that will easily return 30-plus miles per gal-

a fabulous

lon and low
achievement.

This is no milk float, rather the creme de
la creme of motoring. Under electric power it
is completely silent, an unnerving feeling at
first, particularly at the traffic lights where
you think you have stalled. On the hoof the
petrol motor kicks in when needed and when
real power is required both work together to
provide as much pull as you could ever need
for the given situation - it’s stunning.

All that power requires a stable platform
and the GS scores highly there too. It’s alarge
car but handles like the best coupes and the
steering, adjustable ride and grip are
peerless. Brakes are massively powerful too,
making the Lexus one of the easiest cars on
theroad to control. It fair bristles with hi-tech
gadgets. Firstly, it recognises your approach
and unlocks the doors without having to take
the key from your pocket. At night it also

emissions,

lights the way and illuminates the interior.
Engage reverse and the centrally mounted
screen becomes a television showing you
what lies behind and even guiding you home
with some very useful markings.

When you are stationary or moving for-
wards, the same screen operates the satellite
navigation, climate control, audio or trip
functions at the flick of a digit. Cosseting
leather seats adjust electrically of course and
there is plenty of room in the back for pas-
sengers.

Only the boot lets the side down, truncat-
ed I imagine by the electric motor hidden in
its lack of depths. Otherwise the car is flaw-
less and beyond reproach in terms of the en-
vironment too. As a concept it takes the mo-
toring world to a new plane and while the
public might not yet be ready for the ultimate
clean vehicles powered by hydrogen, they
most certainly are for hybrids like this.

Model shown IS 220d Sport with metallic paint £27,478.1S 220d prices start from £22,243 to £31,863 OTR. Prices correct at time of going to pres
full tank of fuel, one year's road fund licence and first registration fee. BBC Top Gear Magazine Motoring Survey 2005 based on the results of questid
models from 36 manufacturers. Auto Express Driver Power Survey 2006 based on the results of questionnaires from 46,423 motorists

IS 220d Sport fuel economy figures: extra-urban 45.6mpg (6.21./100km), urban 29.7mpg (9.5L./100km), combined 38.2 ‘.‘ ﬂ“‘n

WHAT CAR OFFERS 44.8 MPG
WITH THE CLEANEST DIESEL ENGINE?

THE IS DIESEL.

When we decided to build a diesel engine, the motivation throughout,
as with all things Lexus, was perfection. We only felt it was ready when our
engineers created a diesel which matched the refinement of the IS. Cast in

Low Lane

High Leven

MILES OF STYLE: the car’s interior

LEXUS TEESSIDE

weight-saving aluminium, the diesel engine delivers strong performance,
running smoothness and low fuel consumption of 44.8 mpg and as you'd
expect from Lexus, it's quiet. Very quiet

For more information or to arrange atest drive of the IS 220d call

Lexus Teesside on 01642 808000.

Tel 01642 808000

www.lexus.co.uk/teesside

Top Manufacturer for Quality,
Reliability and Customer Care in
the UK. BBC Top Gear Magazine
Motoring Survey 2002-2005.

Auto Express Driver Power Survey
Lexus Best Manutacturer

2002-2006.

O exus

The pursuit of perfection



www.thenorthernecho.co.uk

JENNY NEEDHAM
dips into Leeds for a
weekend and finds
herself hooked

Leeds calling

HEN the journalist Keith Water-
house, then nobbut a lad, gazed
down from Leeds Bridge onto the
River Aire in Leeds back in the
1930s, he was amazed by the vivid
palette of factory dye swirling around below.

Now the waterfront of his youth has been
cleaned up and the area gentrified. Warehouses
have been converted and new apartments built
alongits banks in the heart of the city centre. The
river is free of dye and the colours it now reflects
back are the frontages of smart hotels and restau-
rants, cafes and smart cars and milling throngs
of people on a night out on the town.

From the waterfront window of our hotel, itself
a converted warehouse, we can see big, fat fish
lazily gliding through the unpolluted water. Lots
of them. The brochure for 42 The Calls says each
riverfront room has its own fishing rod should
guests feel the need to catch their own supper. We
couldn’t find a rod, but there’s little doubt, my
husband being a fairly nifty fly-fisher, that break-
fast, lunch and supper could have been duly
hauled from the teeming waters down below.

Instead, we dressed for supper and walked the
five yards down the street to Brasserie Forty 4, an
informal venue favoured by the city’s fashionable
set. Still in the mood for a spot of fishing, we
plumped for octopus salad, pan-fried scallops and
salt cod fritters, which were utterly delicious.
Being a good Northern lass, I ordered hand-cut
chips to go with these and jokingly bemoaned the
lack of mushy peas to the waiter. Five minutes
later, pea and mint puree was produced. How
good is that?

The Calls is on the doorstep of the city centre
of Leeds and being a Friday night, it was buzzing.
Clothing was minimal, noise levels were not and
everybody seemed to be having a good time. We
stayed at one of the bars just long enough to re-
mind ourselves of how old we were getting, then
wandered back to the hotel via a quick stroll over
Tetley’s Brewery Wharf bridge and back again.

42 The Calls opened in 1991, when an 18th cen-
tury riverside cornmill was converted into a re-
freshingly different boutique hotel. The corridors
are lined with original artwork and some of the
mill’s old machinery, beams and metalwork have
been incorporated into the new rooms.

Rooms are luxurious without being in any way
pretentious. Decor is calm and restrained - taupe

and neutral with a flash of red —and the beds are
comfort itself. The bathroom was immaculate
with nice little touches like Molton Brown bub-
ble bath and shampoo and soap frogs perched on
fluffy white flannels as if ready to spring into the
bath.

The rooms have all the modern conveniences
but it’s the extra little touches that say so much
about a hotel. There are two packs of Smarties on
the bedside, fudge for when you get peckish, a bot-
tle of mineral water and glasses for the thirsty
and best of all, real milk in the fridge for tea in
the morning.

Breakfast is taken in a room overlooking the
river, and it’s delicious. Freshly pressed orange
juice, freshly baked bread, fruits, yoghurt, cere-
als... There are at least ten sausages to choose
from for the full English breakfast, though the
menu does warn that the game sausages may con-
tain shot.

Fully refreshed, we wandered into town. The
main shopping areas - the Victorian Corn Ex-
change, now home to an eclectic mix of little
shops, Briggate and the splendid Edwardian ar-
cades - are just a step away. And, of course, no
stay in Leeds would be complete without a trip up
the escalator at Harvey Nicks, the upmarket
store’s only branch outside the capital — and with
the capital’s inflated pricetags.

Leeds has a lot to offer — good shops, good
restaurants, buzzy nightlife —and all just a stone’s
throw from the North-East. And at the end of the
day, 42 the Calls is the perfect retreat from the
heat of the busy streets. There are theatres, mu-
seums and galleries. And if you take your own
rod, you might just get a spot of fishing in too...
[l 42 The Calls, Leeds LS2 7EW. Tel: 0113 244-
0099; e-mail: hotel@42thecalls.co.uk;
www.42thecalls.co.uk. A double room costs
from £150.

Culture, sport, business, architecture,
heritage, people, places...the reasons to
be proud of our region go on and on.

Whether you work here, do business here
or live here, there’s a whole lot to feel
passionate about. To find out how you can
get involved in the campaign to promote

the region visit www.northeastengland.co.uk
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Six of the best home cinema systems

OVER the past couple of years the market for
home-cinema systems has almost
doubled, with one in eight households now
owning one.

The choices to enjoy a cinematic
experience are plentiful, with a burgeoning
number of boxes being manufactured to
satisfy our craving to eat popcorn at home.

Experience the joy of sound seeping into

This piece of kit cleverly transmits
sounds to those over a powerful radio link
to a mains powered receiver.

STYLE AND SUBSTANCE

Samsung HT-P1200

£629.99 from www.play.com

YOU’LL need an ample-sized living area to
welcome this

every corner of your front room and the cinema kit into your
audio action attacking you from every home asits
direction with our selection of the six best towering speakers
set-ups. and bulging

subwoofer are of '
CUT OUT THE CABLE generous =
Wireless Philips HTS9800W proportions.

around £700 see

www.philips.co.uk

RUNNING the cable

from your DVD player

and amplifier to the i
rear speakers of a e
surround sound can 1
cause havoc with the
aesthetics of your living space.

-
|

Packed with features and delivering a
sound that suits its sizeable frame you’ll
literally be lifting the roof.

BOOM BOX

Yamaha YSP-1000

£799 from www.superfi.co.uk

THIS multiple award winning system
comprises 42 separate digital power

amplifiers driving 40 “sound beam” drivers
and two woofers which all work together to
give an amazing surround sound from just
one box.

Guests will gaze in awe and search the
room for your hidden boxes but soon give
up and simply sit back and enjoy this piece
of technical wizardry.

SMALLER SYSTEM

Logitech Z-5500

£399.95 see ww.logitech.co.uk

FOR something suitable for a smaller room
or perhaps the perfect piece of kit to get
the very most

from your PC-

based film %'

system is l S -.EL
compact yet

delivers 500 watts of sound.
The digital control centre lets you plug

watching, this
Logitech

in up to six devices and access them all
individually.

BUDGET BOXES
Pioneer DCS-353
£239.98 from www.empiredirect.co.uk
WITH colour coded sockets offering one of
the easiest setups on offer and a rather
pleasing price this is a solid choice for the
first timers.

Decent all round sound delivery through
five speakers and crisp images — definitely
punching above its price bracket.

MONEY TO BURN

KEF KHT5005.2

£1,299.99 from www.prcdirect.co.uk

YOU may well have to stay in a few extra
nights to have this system in your life but
the superior sound, high quality design
and the chance to charge visitors for
experiencing this top-end system may well
pay off.

Using a new type of driver called UNI-Q
KEF claim this set can deliver a broader
range of frequencies from a single source,
making it just the ticket for keen
audiophiles.

Entertainment

At Your Service

THE M G -
& Burnhill Way, T
COT’EAGE INN N T Newton Aycliffe ]T 0 P I N I C H T MYTHAI B
[OSTER, Co. Durham DL5 4PB ¢ . .
H ] Beautiful Thai
O Lights gy O (01325) 301551 - ladies looking s
: will be switched on is a registered Charity providing emergency for sincere v
T SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26 BIG SCREEN accommodation for homeless peaple aged gentlemen, E
-sui in MARKET PLACE, THIRSK 16-25 in volunteer host families in Darlington direct contact R
s lroms e in MARKET PLACE FOOTBALL LIVE | ,
Fie food served n — % Are you interested in manning the phone line? For more information H
Harry Hotspur Restaurant. Winners will be | Sunday Carvery | ¥ TRANING, EXPENSE g GI\/Eﬁ K contact: 1
Bar meals, bar area in an_nounced of tl_1e Served 12 noon - 3 p.m. Contact Brid tl 01325 382737 (0191) 4921269 :
Conservatory. Children’s Painting 25 25 25 ontact Bridget on or (07813) 986584 Call
Competition £5' - - D‘arlington Bond Scheme helps adnyone homs\ess orbon G reed H
The winner will es es low income secure private rented accommodation by uarantee
switch the Lights on 1 Course 2 Cours 3 Cours standing guarantor for the security bond, while the tenant marriage ’E‘ 01325
pays 12 equal monthly instalments to the Landlord - introductions E 38 ’ 444

Call 01325 301551 for all bookings

Tel. 01665 576658

To

01325 467617

ALTQ EVENTS

* AChrstmas- Wl * il L Chstma- W *

The Cleveland Arms M.V. Mobility

i Scooters from [LL{1]
| .
Advertlse LIVE PREMIERSHIP FOOTBALL! A, Are you h avmg P party? Including Warranty & After Sales Service
HBTC Mﬁt' rc'g'uarsye 'o':;' gs'.‘so The Scotch Corner Hotel’s 0 uts i d e B ars | Riser/Recliner Chairs from £595 |

BAR MEALS large and £3.30 small, Restaurants and Bar have the Also available wheelchairs, & @
& SNACKS SIS T2 o . Available for weddings, < T adjustable beds, bath lifts e
Call From 12 noon WIDE facilities and menu choices S EE ' 4 ﬁ"bl and stairlifts
SATURDAY SCREEN TV whatever your dining requirements, | [ Spist arti Bl | | No obligation, free home
BREAKFAST And by the way we do f ivate di to a light K ristmas parties, atany demonstration
(01325) 7.30am-11.30am | | have achoice of well rom private dinners 1o a lignt snack, | | corporate events etc LY | | pisTANCE NO OBJECT
Eat In or Take Out keptibsers/lagary in our no-smoking Lounge. "

Part exchange welcome T

Call Michael on 01977 68176

EL.G.S. Catering Co

- INSIDE OR OUTSIDE -
Let us arrange your complete Function
Weddings, Corporate Lunches, Dinner Parties
in your own home, Christenings, Funerals . . .
« Crockery Hire
Friendly Catering Consultation
“WE INDIVIDUALLY TAILOR EACH EVENT”

Tel. 01609 882143 Mo 07790 021727

FIND US ON YELL.COM figscatering@aol.com
East Harlsey, Northallerton DL6 2BL

Finalists in Flavours of Hambleton
for the 2nd year running

Mob 07734 852 474
50 Winchester Way, Darlington

Yaeger Holistic Health

Indian Head Massage
Swedish Massage, Reflexology
Aromatherapy Massage

381444

Our newly appointed chef will cater
for every need

Sunday Lunch is currently available
between 12noon and 3pm every
week at only £9.95 per person for
2 courses with coffee.

Cleveland St., Albert Hill, Darlington
Telephone 01325 359261

Fabulous Christrmos Parlies
Digco ond Coreery fnom £17.00
Chilglmas lunches evenyday
Specioular MNew yearas ave Bal
Gorgeous christmas day lunch
SEE WEB FOR DETAILS

h‘“rdljr h‘ 'EIE E F"E“i“ ﬁrn an ':ﬂalﬂl |E1-|rn Id-:lE-

Friday 10 November 2006 Tickets £21.00 see web
for delicious menu. This night is great fun in a
relaxed friendly aimosphere.

d evening 1 Decembe

| for o

i cals e seyharmm. uk

Please call

01748 850 900

for bookings and further details

@

enquiries@hotels-scotch-corner.com
www.hotels-scotch-corner.com

Gift Vouchers available
for all occasions

Janis Hubbard Fi.cH.T. RN2
Yaeger Holistic Health

First Floor, 72b Skinnergate
Darlington

James Bo

Tl D& 243

07835 775670
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Also fabulous range of
Wood Venetians
and Roller Blinds

(01325) 320666

For a FREE No Obligation Estimate
Visit our website www.blinds.uk.com Y,

/ (" . )
COMPLETE | [Sound & Vision
FINANCIAL i
2 Vertical Blinds“60 3 Vertical Blinds “89 SOLUTIONS Installations
4 Vertical Bllindslll 5 Vertical Blinds 129 We provide bespoke
Any size - FREE Measure - FREE Fitting funding packages FREE SITE SURVEY
(Lovely choice of fabrics) particularly: \;Y:ssr;):iall_lé%lr\}hll

® 100% Property
Finance (including
land without
planning consent)

®100% Trade Finance

@ 0845

6860035 )

kwww.home-installs.co.uk )

Installation,over 25 years
combined experience,
Expert advice and
system planning.

Tel: 07855 861765 /
01325 244899

Grafton
House Hotel

Blackpool

A warm and friendly, family

run hotel located central to

all amenities. Licensed Bar,

TV and tea making facilities
in all rooms.

Winter Breaks
Special Offer
Mon-Fri

£50~ B&B
(01253) 626179
07780 508813

www.graftonhousehotel.co.uk

Heating & Plumbing

Installations

Full Central Heating
Systems and Boilers
Swaps, High Pressure
Hot Water Systems
Gas Servicing and

Repairs
Plumbing Installations
CORGI REGISTERED
FREE system clean with
every boiler change
orders before
Christmas!!!

TR TR R TR IR TR TR R R

Bucks
Fizz
Rece, ptlon

»*
~
=
=
@

e e e

% Spot Prizes

@ﬁw

* Auction

* Photographer HLAGIK e

ALL PROCEEDS IN AID OF THIRSK CHRISTMAS
; LIGHTS AND HERRIOT HOSPICE HOMECARE

Tickets Selling Fast - Please leave message for Jill or Vicky on

01845 522333
e SR A R S S A B M

Thirsk Chamber of Trade Ladies Group {{

ANNUAL 4

Christmas

Dinner Dance 5
is being held on §
Saturday, 18th November A
at Thirsk Race Course Hambleton Rooms 2
3

Tickets 2
only {i
£28 2}

=
-1

b
4
=
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AMBLESIDE

‘Brathay

Lodge

Refurbished, King Size,
4 Poster + Family Rooms,
all with jacuzzi spa bath

Private Car Park
Spectacular views

WINTER SPECIAL
3 mghts £99 pp BB

015394 32000

www.brathay-lodge.com

Fast

=Response

Services L™
Plumbing, Plastering,
Joinery, Electrical,
Tiling, Bathrooms

& Kitchens,
Full House
Refurbishments

FREE ESTIMATES

ptyds withingh
e Behoi

Quality and Value from

EXPRESS BLINDS

Vertical

Roller * Venetian
Pleated ¢ Solar Film

01740 623360
07958 790851
www.expressblinds.co.uk

Lodges

v 10 lodges in Perth

v/ Beautiful
surroundings

v Ideal for walking,
very quiet site

01738
582444

www.huntingtower-
lodges.com

i S e
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Sopware and Firmses Removed
LAPTOP | P Sales, Repairs,

Dpgrades & Netwarking l

L1 Parkgate, Dirfington.
§) 465683
MIKOM SYSTEMS LTD

{ LMDt _'_-

Web

"

For trade advertising in

The Northern Echo
Motors

Supplement

CALL 01325 505171

TEMrn

H North Yorkshire Timber |ER

Thinking of refurbing your house?

North Yorkshire Timber Can Supply You With

Hardwood Flooring

Kahrs . Junckers

NYT Solid Oak . Cattle Flooring

Oak Doors
Oak Skirting & Architrave
Douglas Fir & Oak Constructional Beams

Visit any of our Branches
We offer Expert Advice & A Good Price!!

Branches At:

Northallerton
Ripon
Richmond
Middlesbrough
Darlington

Sunderland
(Joseph Thompson Timber)

01609 780777
01765 605963
01748 825225
01642 460393

Opening Soon
0191 5144663

Stockists of Sand &
Gravel, Top Soil, Golden
Gravel, Red Chippings,

Prompt, Polite
& Professional

Cotswold Buff & Slates

HIAB DELIVERY SERVICE IN
BULK BAGS COVERING
NORTHALLERTON,
RICHMOND, DARLINGTON
& SEDGEFIELD AREAS

P»w«ém Rggregate

econ r4

=TT Supplies
ASPECTS OF T: (01325) 378111
DECORATING M: (07715)900553
UNDERTAKEN www.aggregate

supplies.com
Discount
Prices Available

NE

g

RETIREMENT HOUSING FOR RENT

Tel: 01388
835182 or
07901 527547

J. K. PLASTERERS

Plastering and
Re-skim Specialists
FREE quotations
Telephone:

(01768) 372972
(07766) 631257

Care ieam

Hanover prowickss fented sheltsred scoommodalicn to meet the
meecly of DloeE iH_'I:-I'Il-I_' A I:,.|'||:.|I Elale bt & Eilate f.l.1|'..=|,_'|r|
senrvice, commuenal facilities, & 24 hour emergency call centre
and welcomes pets,

Hanover abo has ExtraCane estates, for independendent rail
ciider pecple wiha want the support provded by an on site

Pledoe call the Morth H!qﬂ:lrul CHFe an O1274 SPRERG,

Moving or improving we are the one stop shopfor all your
furniture, carpets and electricals.

Immediate delivery on stock items, find us on the bus
station at the rear of the Newgate Centre
01388 607453

Sofas from £299
Beds from £49
Tables & Chairs from £85
also Carpet Remnants from £5
01388 607453

All major credit cards taken
email: bondgatehouse@aol.com

For every 3-piece & divan bed sold we will plant a tree for Tree Appeal

THE AREA'S LARGEST
IMPORTER OF GRANITE

RICHARD HAMBLIN LTD

* Over 18 Granite Colours in Stock
* Granite Shaped & Polished as required
* Trade & Retail Welcome
* Full Template & Fitting
Service on Granite Worktops
We also supply: [’
* Floor Tiles in Granite or Marble
* Fire Surrounds, Hearths & Back
Panels Supplied in Granite & Marble "% LY

Tel: 0191 483 3378 / 483 3379
Fax: 0191 428 0372
www.ukgraniteworktops.co.uk
e: sales@richardhamblinitd.co.uk
Port of Tyne, Westside, Tyne Dock,

South Shields, Tyne & Wear NE34 9PL
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* Original 1930’s Vintage Car

* Fully Uniformed, Chauffeur Driven
* Celebration Packages Available

To arrange a

viewing please call:
01388 604095
or 07870 693077

Thinking about
a Loft
Conversion?

Why move out,
move up . ..

| from plans to
completion

Have you thought about utilising this very
valuable space for extra storage?

If you have answered YES to any of these
questions, then we at Loft Master have the
solution for you.

We provide a professional and friendly service with
all work carried out to the highest standard using
time-served tradesmen.

All work is normally carried out in one day for
& | your convenience,
whatever your preference

STORAGE BOARD TO
INCLUDE:

Tongue & Grooved treated
floor sheets (screwed
down to eliminate damage
to ceilings)

Increased size of loft hatch
600 x 1200

Spring balanced pull-down

Velux Window fitted *

if required. timber ladder for access
Approx. size 50x780 * 5ft fluorescent light with
pull cord operation
FENSA registered

Use your Loft, keep your
space downstairs for all
those Christmas extras!
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Madrid
Stylish light oak and walnut finish dining and cabinet fumniture.
Table & chairs was £899 SALE £599

Sideboard was £599 SALE £399

| Atlantis
Stylish granite topped natural finish dining,
| occasional and cabinet furniture.
Large table & 6 leather chairs was £1199
| SALE £699
| Small table & 6 ladderback chairs was £599
SALE £329 .
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Krystal
Antique brass 4ft 6ins bedframe.
was £499 SALE £399

Order now for Christmas

Accessories

This Autumn take a fresh look at

was £499 SALE £299
Halo

Mini corner group in soft

mocca leather.
was £2495 SALE £1699

Distinctive reclaimed furniture
for a dramatic and rustic look.
Table & 6 chairs was £1499
SALE £999

§  Bama

| Chesterfield inspired, woven rattan
|| seating with deep soft cushions.

"% 3 str sofa was £799 SALE £499

2 str sofa was £699 SALE £399

Chair was £499 SALE £299

Victorian
Elegant bedroom collection in classic
distressed white finish

(Many pieces available).

Dressing table, mirror and stool

was £485 SALE £299

QUALITY FURNITURE

YEARS

Home Interiors
is part of Race Furniture
of Middlesbrough

6 HOME INTERIORS E

PORTRACK RETAIL PARK, STOCKTON TEL: (01642) 670222 (OPPOSITE WOOLWORTHS ENTRANCBE

Ruby your home and take advantage of
Sliding 2 door mirrored robe in beech our incredible ‘Autumn time’ offers.
& maple finish.

Create your own .
|

individual look from
our outstanding
collections of
accessories and
lighting sourced
from around the
world.

Discover real choice and inspiration
and the very best in contemporary
design to help you create your look.
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