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Wud yoo like a
baby present-
wesent list? Yes
yoooo wud.

01609 761 464
www.thebabycompany.co.uk EVERYTHING JUST FOR BABIES

Unit 1b Standard Court, Standard Way Industrial Estate, Northallerton, DL6 2XA

THE BABY COMPANY
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sharon griffiths

❛How do you
get into a
hammock

when you’re
carrying a

glass of wine
and a plate 
of nibbles?

IF your little ones fancy an afternoon
under canvas, the Little Present

Company has some unusual
playtents, bunkbed dens, and this
brightly-coloured wigwam, which
costs £135.95. The company, based
in North Cowton, also has
hammocks, christening gifts, clothes,
toys and children’s furniture. 

The Little Present Company,
Roselea, Silver Hill, North Cowton,
Northallerton, DL7 OEX. Tel: (01325)
378066. 

www.littlepresentcompany.co.uk

TENTS MOMENTS

CUTTING EDGE CANVAS

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk

F
UNNY the things that save you from
seduction... Many years ago I was at
a wonderful garden party given by
theatrical folk, parents of a universi-
ty friend. The sun shone, the air was

heavy with the scent of flowers, delicious food
and the gushes of “Da-a-arling!” from all the
actors present.

I wore a straw hat, bare feet and a long Laura
Ashley dress with little pink flowers all over it.
My hair was so long it came down to my waist.

With a glass of wine in one hand and a little
plate of nibbley things in the other, I wandered
through the garden looking for my friend’s
good-looking brother and trying to spot any
famous faces, most of whom looked alarm-

ingly old compared to their stage or screen
appearances.

At the far end of the garden, between two
plum trees, was a huge hammock. In it lounged
an actor, moderately famous, the sort who al-
ways played the famous detective’s right hand
man or the hero’s best friend, those sort of
roles. He was wearing a cream linen suit and a
panama hat – incredibly stylish for the time.

He watched me coming down the path and
then leered at me invitingly.

“Come and join me, “ he said.
And Reader, I was torn. Part of me thought

he was a dirty old man ( he must have been,
oooh, all of 40), but, well, he was an actor and
he was fairly famous. I hesitated.

The actor leered again. “Come on. Hop in.”
And that’s when I had to refuse. 
I mean, how do you get into a hammock when

you’re wearing an ankle length dress and car-
rying a glass of wine and a plate of nibbles?

I declined his invitation and scuttled back
out of his reach. My university friend was not
so lucky and got cornered by him among 
the raspberry canes. He was, she told me, 
disgusting...

Courses for would-be young ladies always
used to include a bit of deportment, how to get
in and out of sports cars without showing your
knickers, that sort of thing. I don’t think they
ever included how to get into, or out of, a ham-
mock. Shame. They should have.

The hammock – very difficult to get in and
out of at all, let alone with any dignity or deco-
rum – is only one of the perils of the summer’s
outdoor life. And at least it looks tricky so
you’re warned.

Not so with those metal and plastic chairs.

Fine for the patio, but if you put them on the
grass, you will soon find yourself gradually
sinking.

Those heavy iron ones are always terribly
uncomfortable, and they leave patterns on
your bum and the back of your legs. Very ele-
gant.

Deckchairs are, of course, notoriously unre-
liable, liable to collapse under the slightest
provocation, leaving you flat on the back with
your feet waving in the air and utterly morti-
fied.

Or if the framework doesn’t collapse, then
the fabric, after a winter in the damp of the
garage or shed, frays and comes apart, leaving
you trapped in the middle of it, stuck, unable
to move. Let’s see Eggleston Hall’s finishing
school trying to tell you how to get out of that
like a lady.

And then there’s that old favourite of the
table with the fixed benches either side, much
loved by pub gardens. There are people who
can sit down at these simply, easily elegantly
without kicking the person next to them... then
there are the rest of us.

There are heavy fixed benches, not liable to
collapse, but also unable to be moved, so you’re
either staring, blinded, into the sun, getting a
red nose, or left in the chill shade.

And those large swinging seats which make
me (a) seasick and (b) slosh wine all down my
front.

A friend of mine has never drunk Campari
since the day one of those giant Campari sun-
shades that fit through a hole in the table col-
lapsed on him as he sat outside a fashionable
pub. It wasn’t the pain as he and his bottle of
wine were trapped inside its folds, but his yelps
of shock and the subsequent embarrassment
that scarred him for life.

And if you just sit on the lawn you get grass
stains and cramp and probably rheumatism in
your bum as well. And the dog eats your picnic.

Then there are insects that creep, crawl,
buzz, bite or sting, flies in your beer, wasps in
your wine, not to mention the threat of
hayfever, sunburn, a chill and rogue flames and
splashes of fat from the barbecue.

All in all, lovely though summer may be,
wonderful though it is to have the warmth and
the sun, sometimes it’s easier to stay indoors,
especially if you want to eat or drink. Or just
sit down in comfort.

Stay on the sofa. You know it makes sense.

DESIGNER label Ted Baker has
joined forces with outdoor

experts Blacks to create an exclusive
range of fund, quirky and highly
technical tents and camping
equipment. The eccentric range
takes its inspiration from all things
quintessentially British, including a
formation of flying ducks mounted on
delicate rose design wallpaper, a
stag’s head set against a 1970s retro
bamboo print and a British river fish
print. The tents come in a range of

sizes and cost from £89.99. The fish
sleeping bag below costs £49.99.
www.blacks.co.uk

Millets have
also taken a well-
known designer
on board to
design their tent
fabrics. British
lifestyle designer
Cath Kidston’s
vintage collection
includes a printed
cowboy teepee
(£99.99) and
sleeping bag
(£29.99), and a
floral and a stripes
range. The
Eurohike cowboy
ridge tent pictured
left costs £69.99.
www.millets.co.uk 
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 FREE PARKING
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 Wallcoverings & Paints

 Conservatory Furniture
 Fireplaces
 Lamps

 And everything else
 to dress your interior

 Includes
 Wedding Dress
 Brides Accessories 
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 & Suits
 (on selected items only - terms and 
 conditions apply)

 20 Dundas Arcade,
 Middlesbrough
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Patio power

I
F anyone uttering the phrase “outdoor
room” instantly throws you into a panic
at this time of year, join the club. This
probably means that your patio resem-
bles mine – and rather than an idyllic gar-
den retreat looks instead as though it’s

suffering a winter hangover.
Frankly, a remedy is essential if your setting

features discoloured plastic furniture, a limp
umbrella and cracked pots.

Luckily you don’t need green fingers to
transform it. All that’s required is a battle plan,
a small budget and some time to carry out a
summer facelift.

Give the whole area a satisfying clean up
with a pressure water hose, and dump that
tired furniture.

If you’re splashing out on a new table and
chairs, it’s probably worth spending a little
more so that they’re weatherproof or opt for
fold-up varieties that can easily be bunged in
the shed or under the stairs.

Just like dressing an indoor room, it’s the fin-
ishing touches that make a huge difference.
Lighting is key, even if it’s only candles in jam
jars, and you can add instant colour and inter-
est with pretty pots or containers.

There’s no need to despair if the rest of your
patch is a drought-battered colourless dessert.
Simply scatter floral cushions on chairs, put
up a vibrant parasol, and lay out floral 
picnicware and it could look blooming 
marvellous.

Pamper your patio and you’ll find everyone
will head out there at every opportunity no
matter what the weather.

TOP-TO-TOE PATIO FACELIFT
FLOORS
If you’re going for a complete overhaul, deck-
ing’s still popular but paving slabs are more
practical and chic.

Patio flooring which complements the
home’s exterior colour and style is key to its

success. Get a sample and live with it for a few
days before making a decision.

B&Q has a selection of Weatherdale paving
slabs in a variety of effects from Cotswold and
York to weathered Limestone, which start at
around £278 for a 50-slab pack. Wickes’ equal-
ly well-priced collection includes Natural
Riven Sandstone paving, from £23.82 per
square metre, and Buxton Paving and Walling
£11.22 per square metre. Or simply scatter 
pebbles…

FURNITURE
Al fresco fiends who love entertaining might
think it’s worth investing in hard-wearing
weather-proof tables, particularly those in

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk

If your outdoor room needs a spring clean before it’s fit to
welcome barbecue guests this summer, PATRICIA ALLEN
has some tips on how to pamper your patio

LIE BACK: Campion rocking chair, £95, from New Heights. 0208-452 1500 www.new-heights.co.uk 

GOING POTTY: sand pots £28 and season
pot, medium £19.50, large £39.50. All from
Marks & Spencer. Stockists: 0845-603 1603.
www.marksandspencer.com 
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WHATEVER THE WEATHER: hardwood Windsor patio set £99 and Chimenea outdoor heater
£45. All from TJ Hughes. www.tjhughes.co.uk. Stockists: 0151-207 2600 

sleek, contemporary steel. Alternatively, you
could opt to use fold-up tables and chairs that
can be easily stored in winter.

Transport yourself to warmer climes with
the brilliantly coloured Raffia parasol from
John Lewis, or the Nimbus range of furniture
in seaside fresh turquoise and white. 

Argos, too, is gaining a well-earned reputa-
tion for its formula of high style and low
price. Its white painted wooden New England
set costs £349.49 for four chairs and a table, or
try the sleek, modern Rhodes collection in
aluminium and black glass. Table, eight
chairs and parasol, £599.99.

LOUNGING
Occasional seats or hammocks are often for-
gotten as many people prefer patio sets, but
they’re less dominating and ideal if you just
want to chill on the patio rather than strut
your stuff at the barbie. Rock on with a rock-
ing deck chair, £95, or lounge on a Steamer
seat, £395. Both from the New heights Cam-
pion range of teak garden furniture.

John Lewis has hammocks and waterproof
beanbags and Woolworths has pint-size fold-

ing armchairs for the kids at £4.99 each, and
Bug tables or benches decorated with bees,
snails and butterflies for £6.99 and £7.99.

FINISHING TOUCHES
You can banish the chill on the patio with a
Chimenea, an outdoor heater or brazier, and
add atmosphere with a selection of lanterns.
Group pots together for colour and interest
and intersperse tea lights for an evening focal
point. Add a fashionable Eastern touch with
large Resin Buddha Head, £9.99 from Sains-
bury’s, or use its terracotta planters starting
from £2.99 and ribbed zinc planters from £6.99.

■ Argos: 0870 600 8784/www.argos.co.uk
■ B&Q: 0845 850 0175/www.diy.com
■ John Lewis: 08456 049 049/www.johnlewis.com
■ M&S: 0845 603 1603/www.marksandspencer.com
■ New Heights: 020 8452 1500/www.new-heights.co.uk
■ Sainsbury’s: 0800 636 262/www.sainsburys.co.uk
■ TJ Hughes: 0151 207 2600/www.tjhughes.co.uk
■ Wickes: 0800 106 068/www.wickes.co.uk
■ Woolworths: 0870 4117112/www.woolworths.co.uk

ABOVE: Outdoor
beanbags £99 each and
outdoor mattress cushions
£30 Stax cushions £50;
Luna lanterns £7; Bubble tea
light holders (set of three)
£7; Turquoise glass vases
£15, £20. All from John
Lewis. (08456) 049 049
www.johnlewis.com 

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: New England white painted wooden garden furniture: four chairs
and a table, £349.49 from Argos; Stockists: 0870-600 8784 www.argos.co.uk; the Nimbus range of
furniture from John Lewis; the Rhodes collection in aluminium and black glass. Table, eight chairs
and parasol, £599.99. from Argos. Stockists: 0870-600 8784 www.argos.co.uk 

free osmo
Shampoo & Conditioner
(worth £13.45) when you spend

just £15*

Bring this advert with you or quote
‘Echo Offer’ when in store. Offer ends 31/07/2006.

big brand hair and beauty
for everyone everyday

www.sassitude.co.uk

Unit 37 Prince Bishops Shopping Centre Durham DH1 3UJ
*T&C’s apply see in store for details.
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HISTORY FOR SALE:
Staindrop House,
below, and below, Jean
and Harry Walton

Hide-and-seek heaven

The current owners
loved Staindrop
House so much they
bought it twice. So
it’s with great regret
that they find
themselves packing
up to leave once
again, they tell IAN
LAMMING

O
PENING the door into what, at
my count, is the fifth reception
room of her home, Jean Walton
announces: “This lounge is
known as the clock room be-

cause you can see the church clock from the
window. We have to give the rooms names be-
cause if someone says they’re going to sit in
the lounge we have to ask, which one?”

With at least two more reception rooms in
the floor above us to add to the list it’s a sen-

sible system that doesn’t just apply to sitting
and dining rooms.

Two of the four staircases also have names
– the ‘blue’ staircase after its carpet and the
‘castle’ staircase after its trompe l’oeil mock
stone paintwork. And that doesn’t include the
half staircases and extra steps dotted all over.

There are big family houses. Then there is
Staindrop House, a rambling, up and down, in
and out, hide-and-seek heaven of a home in
the County Durham village.

You get an idea of its scale by the 16 win-
dows across its cream-painted frontage, each
bordered in original stone.

It is believed that the grade two listed house
dates back to the late 17th century. While its
original owner remains unclear, at some point
in its history it was bought by the Vane fam-
ily, owners of nearby Raby Castle since the
1600s. 

It became a Dower House, providing a home
for lady dowagers or other relatives or agents
of the Raby estate. The current Lord
Barnard’s grandmother is believed to have
lived there.

Staindrop House was also home to Mr
Scarth, clearly an important resident since he
gave his name to the village hall, and later to
Mr Fife, an estate agent, according to Jean’s
husband Harry who has always lived in the
area.

The Waltons first bought the house in 1967
and raised their two boys there before moving
on. They returned 12 years ago.

Jean explains: “After being used to such a
big home we kept building on here and build-
ing on there to the new house. I decided I
wanted a bigger bathroom and when we got
the cost I said ‘I’d rather buy Staindrop House
back’. So we did.”

In the intervening years it had been turned
into a nursing home for ten residents, an odd
choice considering the accessibility problems
of a 350-year-old house with four staircases.

 20 beautiful 
 colours

 ◆  Save money and 
 add £££s to your 
 home

 ◆  Rocksolid Granit 
 fits over existing 
 work surfaces

 ◆  Heat, stain and 
 scratch resistant

 ◆  Ideal over dining 
 tables, laminate, 
 tiles, floors and 
 kitchen worktops

 ◆  No mess of 
 demolition

 ◆  10 year limited 
 warranty

 ...a top that fits over your existing worktop - in just a day!

 TM

 UNIT 34 CROWTHER ROAD
 Washington, Tyne & Wear

 Showroom open Mon-Sat 10am-4pm
 2 mins from A1(M) and A1231

 Tel: 0191 4171999   Fax: 4172345
 www.granitetransformations.com
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“By the time we came back it was quite des-
olate, the garden completely overgrown. We
spent a lot bringing it up to modern standards
but it’s an old house so there’s always some-
thing to do and as we get a bit long in the tooth
it’s becoming harder,” says Jean.

So it is with regret that, once again, they are
leaving Staindrop House.

This time, though, they’re saying goodbye to
more than a family home, they’re also leaving
a business.

Continued on page 8

We do use the whole
house. I’m always up and
down looking for
something and we can
even fill it when the family
come to stay. The
grandchildren love it

‘
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Continued from page 7

A few years ago the Waltons converted an
old stable block into two holiday cottages,
one with room for five people, the other for
two. For sale fully furnished with the main
house and with bookings through to Octo-
ber, they offer a ready-made income for the
new owner.

The cottages face onto a paved courtyard
which also runs the length of the back of the
main house and leads into the established
walled garden.

Around the wide lawns shaded with wil-
low and silver birch are quiet sitting areas,
a vegetable patch, various huts and sheds,
an ornamental pond and an outdoor cooking
shelter with barbecue.

The view through the apple and cherry
blossom back to the house with its grand
Georgian windows fringed with wisteria is
lovely.

There are three ways back inside so Jean
leads the way, first to the cellars which have
original flagged floors and steps worn down
by many a wine hunter.

Off the main hallway, which has a highly
sought-after Victorian mosaic floor, is a door
leading to a granny flat created for Jean’s
mum with open plan kitchen and living
space and, across the corridor, a bedroom
with shower. A legacy of the nursing home
days, virtually every room in the house still
has plumbing.

Passing a dining room at the front of the
house, the 22ft by 17ft main kitchen (there
are more of those too) leads into another bed-
room with en suite and a conservatory.

The Waltons have opted for the most prac-
tical use of the space to suit their needs, fol-

lowing a long tradition of rooms undergoing
many guises over the years.

Something Staindrop House does have in
spades is practicality, with traditional labels
for rooms seemingly not necessary. Refer-
ring to their bedroom, which at times has
been a coal house and a dining room, Jean
says: “It’s whatever you want to make of it.”

One room, though, that could really have
only one use is the grand main living room
with corniced ceiling, picture and dado rails,
large fireplace and views across the garden.

Moving through we reach the aforemen-
tioned blue staircase going up halfway to a
mezzanine level where there’s the ‘garden
lobby’ and charming garden room with floor

to ceiling windows and double French win-
dows for maximum views.

On the first floor proper there’s another
full-size kitchen, two more bedrooms and a
bathroom. The second floor has potentially
four more double bedrooms, though one is
Jean’s sewing room and another is a lounge-
cum-kitchen. It might be a huge house but
you don’t have to go far to find a loo or make
a sandwich.  

With proportions to match the main living
room below there’s another enormous room
overlooking the garden which, with its en
suite, makes a fabulous master suite. 

While it has very much manor house pro-
portions, Staindrop House is in the heart of
the village and activity is visible from those
many windows. It’s a few yards down Front
Street from the parish church and across the

road from the Methodist chapel so, while it’s
big, it doesn’t feel cut off or unlived in.

With just Harry, Jean and her mum living
here now you could forgive them for confin-
ing themselves to the ground level and
rarely making it up to the rooms at the top,
but that’s not the case.

“It’s a friendly house. I wouldn’t like it if
there were rooms we never went in,” says
Jean. “We do use the whole house. I’m al-
ways up and down looking for something
and we can even fill it when the family come
to stay. The grandchildren love it, it will be
a big miss for them.”

As Jean’s two dogs race each other across
the garden for the hundredth time that af-
ternoon, you get the feeling this grand old
lady of a house will miss the family that fills
her rooms too.

VIEW FROM THE GROUNDS: pendulous wisteria frames the windows; below, the stable door to the garden and a floral theme in one of the bathrooms



 For tickets please call
 01325 374576

 The Swallow 
 George Hotel
 Piercebridge, nr Darlington

 Rock of Ages
 Saturday, 9th September 

 2006, 7.30pm-1am
 Live on stage Rock Band, 

‘Rock of Ages’ play tribute to the 
 great Rock Legends including 
 Reo Speedwagon, Bon Jovi, 

 Journey, Meat Loaf, Thin Lizzy, 
 Santana, Queen, Pink Floyd, 

 Eric Clapton and more.
Hot Buffet and dancing with 

 KT Vibes.
£20 per person

 Mama Mia 
 Halloween Ball
 Saturday, 28th October 2006, 

 7.30pm-1am
 Back again by popular demand the 

 fabulous Mama Mia, the best 
 Abba tribute band in the world, 

 70’s Disco with KT. Prizes for the 
 best fancy dress. Four course Hot 

 Buffet Dinner, Halloween suprises!
£25 per person  P I E R C E B R I D G E

 0 1 3 2 5  3 7 4 2 8 6

 NOW OPEN
 Sunday Evening

 Serving food 5pm-8pm

 SUNDAY LUNCH
 12 noon - 3 pm
 1 Course £6.25
 2 Course £7.95
 3 Course £9.95

 Karaoke Once a Month
£25 prize money

 Next Karaoke July 16th

 Wednesday Night
 STEAK  NIGHT

 Beat The Clock  from 6.00 p.m.
 6.00 p.m. = £6.00
 6.05 p.m. = £6.05
 6.10 p.m. = £6.10

 until 9.00 p.m.

 Food served all day Friday & Saturday
 Noon -10.00pm

 B OOK N OW  TO A VOID
 D ISAPPOINTMENT

 e.g.
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■ Staindrop House
is for sale with Fine
& Country at
Robinsons estate
agents, Duke Street,
Darlington, tel:
(01325) 484440

Pictures: 
ANDY LAMB
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SCREEN TEST

THERE’S a new glamorous
way to hide that clutter or
home office. Use a canvas
and wood screen printed
with an iconic image of
Audrey Hepburn. It costs
£150 from Roullier White,
which has a good range of
desirable home products.
Tel: 0208-693 5150; 

ww.roullierwhite.com

AMONG the exclusive
designer brands at Triads in
Linthorpe Road,

Middlesbrough – one of the North-
East’s leading designer stores –
are new ranges from Fornarina,
Fake London, Evisu and Vivienne
Westwood. Fornarina’s range starts
from around £40 for a selection of
halter-neck tops and blouses. The
exclusive Fornarina Vibe range
includes a limited edition collection
of T-shirts and dresses designed by
the internationally renowned artist,
Miss Van, and there’s the chance
to get your hands on a pair of
Evisu’s new loose-fitting jeans – as
seen on Beyonce Knowles – with
prices starting from £156.99. Triads
is also stocking shoes and
accessories by Vivienne Westwood. 

To complement the extensive
range of casual wear which Triads
has become well respected for
throughout the North, the store has
added a variety of more formal
wear by prestigious designers to its
collections.

www.triads.co.uk 
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gardening

T
V gardening guru Alan Titchmarsh is
no stranger to designing family-
friendly gardens. After all, he has a
grown-up family of his own. ‘‘Your
garden is not only a lovely place to

enjoy the summer months, you can also have
great fun as a family just creating it,’’ says
Titchmarsh.

Here are Titchmarsh’s top tips to help your
family get the best out of the garden:

● Sit down and discuss what everyone wants
to get out of the garden. The whole family
should have a say and everyone should be
able to have at least one thing in the garden
that gives them real enjoyment.

If there are children involved, what would
make them really benefit from the garden – a
hard area for ballgames, their own vegetable
and flower patch or a sand pit? The more
generous you are with space for children in
the garden, the greater the chance that they
will grow up loving it. 
● Look at the conditions in the garden and
choose plants that suit it. Consider soil type,
light and moisture retention. Don’t waste
money on plants that won’t grow well in the
environment you have.
● When choosing plants for a family friendly
garden avoid prickly varieties such as holly
or berberis. Try getting the kids involved, but
keep things simple and rely on the children’s
natural inquisitive nature.

They are likely to be keen to get their hands
dirty, so give them the opportunity to plant
their own seeds.

Choose the best spot in the garden to give
them the best chance of success so they are

not easily discouraged. Choose large seeds
like nasturtiums which can be pushed into
the soil with a tiny finger.

The rate of seed growth can be a slow
process so while plants are coming up from
seed, get the kids planting flowering plants
such as pansies and busy lizzies, geraniums
(pelargoniums) and French marigolds. Or try
lettuce on a vegetable patch, which comes up
fast and quickly demonstrates the pleasure of
sowing and eating.
● Choose plants that have a long season.
Penstemons are more elegant versions of the
foxglove and flower from late June through to
November and they cut well so that you can
enjoy the flowers indoors. White, pink, red
and purple-blue varieties are available.

Osteospermum are also richly rewarding
and can flower right into autumn in a variety
of colours including peach, orange and
yellow. Plant them in a sunny spot in well-
drained soil for best results.

For a splash of colour go for simple
summer bedding plants which you can buy
from your local garden centre. Petunias and
busy lizzies (impatiens) are ideal choices, and
busy lizzies enjoy a modicum of shade.

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk

Titchmarsh’s
tips for a family
friendly garden
As families everywhere rush into the great outdoors, the nation’s
favourite gardener explains how to make your plot a favourite place
for children as well as grown-ups. HANNAH STEPHENSON reports

Your garden is not only a lovely
place to enjoy the summer
months, you can also have
great fun as a family creating it

‘
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 Built on
 100 Years 
 Experience

 Visit our Display Centre - the biggest in the North!

 Tel  01833 650274 or  650591
 Cotherstone, nr Barnard Castle, Co Durham DL12 9PS

 www.hodgsontimberbuildings.co.uk

•  Garden Sheds
•  Summerhouses
•  Workshops
•  Garden Office
•  Garages
•  Implement Stores
•  Field Shelters
•  Stables
•  Internal Stable 

 Partitions
•  Pavilions
•  Club Houses
•  Poultry Houses
•  Dog Kennels
•  Pigeon Lofts
•  Playhouses

 Quality Timber Buildings
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 Skeeby
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 Scurragh Lane

 J&B FARNABY
 S cotch  C orner

 CALL FREE 08000 327622
 RICHMOND 01748 824594
 DARLINGTON 01325 377725

 BROUGHMOOR FARM 
 SCURRAGH LANE,
 SCOTCH CORNER
 www.jbfarnaby.co.uk 

 sales@farnaby-turf.co.uk

• Suppliers to Trade & DIY

• Daily Delivery throughout the 
 North East

• Collect from our turf farm near 
 Scotch Corner

• Suppliers of Pre-Turf Top Soil
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 Borough Road, Gallowfields Trading Estate, 
 Richmond, North Yorkshire DL10 4SX

 ☎ 01748 824058

 CLOSED ALL DAY WEDNESDAY

 Stockists of :

 ■  Tropical & Cold Water Fish

 ■  Wide range of Aquatics

 ■  Wild Bird Food & Feeders

 ■  Paving Stone

 ■  Fencing & Trellis

 ■  Planters & Pots

 ■  Gazebos & Arbours

 ■  Garden Ornaments

 ■  Garden Sheds & 
 Furniture

 ■  Landscape 
 Gardening

 ■  Wide 
 range 
 of Water 
 Features

 ■  Rubber 
 Gravel 
 with pet 
 repellent

 ■  Artificial 
 Grass

 ■  Garden 
 Lights



 Sam Turner & Sons Ltd

 Website : www.sam-turner.co.uk
 A GRICULTURAL & H ORTICULTURAL M ERCHANTS

 A family of quality

 E VERYTHING  F OR  Y OUR  G ARDENING  N EEDS  A T :

 Darlington Road, Northallerton,
 North Yorkshire DL6 2XB

 Tel.( 01609) 772422 Fax (01609) 770653
 O PEN : Monday-Saturday 8am-5pm

 Sunday 10am-4pm

 Ellerbeck Way,
 Stokesley Industrial Park, Stokesley.

 Tel.( 01642) 713794
 (Closed Saturday  pm  & Sunday)
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ALAN TITCHMARSH: wants more children to get a taste for the joys of gardening

GOOD
ENOUGH
TO EAT
Training cordon
tomatoes
NOW is the time to
start training
cordon tomatoes,
keeping growth to
a single stem. Each
outdoor plant
should have a
sturdy cane and
the stem must be
tied in at intervals.

If you have
greenhouse
tomatoes, hang a
string from the
roof, bury the other
end under the
rootball when
planting and twine
the tomato stem
around the string
as it grows.

Sideshoots must
be removed when
small. If you have
some which have
been overlooked
and become long,
they can be cut off
or left as extra
stems to train at an
angle and produce
a fan.

THREE WAYS TO... make an urban courtyard exotic.

1Use sheltered boundary walls wisely, with a range of tender climbers with brilliantly coloured
flowers such as Campsis grandiflora, with orange-scarlet tubular flowers in late summer.

2Use tuberous plants for their exciting sizzling colours, such as Sparaxis tricolor, with grass-like
leaves and bright orange, red or purple flowers. Other good options include Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’,

its vibrant red flowers and lance-like leaves providing good architectural value as well as colour.

3If you have a shady spot, add a leafy canopy such as a magnolia, under which you could plant
lush ferns with dark green fronds, or lilies which enjoy light shade such as Lilium ‘Citronella’.



 CARDMAKING & 
 SCRAPBOOKINGS 

 HOTTEST SELLERS!

 PAPERMANIA CARD PACKS - 20 SHEETS 
 8 X 8.  RRP £3.99  NOW £2.99
 20 SHEETS 12 X 12. RRP £4.99 - 
 NOW ONLY £3.99

 PAPERMANIA 
 SCRAPBOOK 
 STARTER SET. 
 RRP £39.99 
 NOW ONLY
£19.99

 LARGEST RANGE OF FISKARS IN 
 THE REGION!!

 BIGSHOT STARTER SET
 RRP... £85.00  NOW ONLY... £72.25

 LARGEST
 RANGE OF 

 THIN & THICK
CUT DYES IN

 THE REGION!!!

 HUGE NEW RANGE OF 
 DESIGNER PAPER PACKS 
 - 25 SHEETS 8 X 8.
 ONLY £2.99
 25 SHEETS 12 X 12. 
 ONLY £3.99

 MASSIVE RANGE OF PAPERMANIA 
 EMBELLISHMENTS & EMBESSLISHMENT 
 SETS - SPECIAL LOW LOW PRICES!

 50 PKS OF CARDS & 
 ENVELOPES IN WHITE, 
 CREAM OR PASTELS. 
 RRP £7.99.
 NOW ONLY £4.99

 15/17 SOUTHSIDE RETAIL PARK, 
 PORTRACK LANE, STOCKTON
 OPEN 9 - 6 MON - SAT; 10 - 4 SUNDAYS

 TEL: 01642 677472
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T
HE stunning landscape of the Lake District
has long played a leading role in the lives of
walkers and tourists. Now it’s set to play a lead-
ing role in Hollywood too, as a star-studded
biopic of the life of Beatrix Potter is brought

to the big screen.
The film will star Hollywood actress Renee Zellweger

as the famous children’s writer, farmer, feminist and
conservationist whose presence continues to be felt
strongly in her adopted home. With filming in the Lakes
just completed and the hotly-anticipated picture set for
release next year, we take a look at some of the Beatrix
Potter attractions you can enjoy in Cumbria.

WHAT TO SEE
Hill Top, Near Sawrey, Ambleside, Cumbria
In 1905, Beatrix bought Hill Top, a little farm in Sawrey.
Beatrix took a very active part in caring for her Lake
District farms. Dressed in her clogs, shawl and old
tweed skirt, she helped with the hay making, waded
through mud to unblock drains and searched the fells
for lost sheep. She said she was at her happiest when
she was with her farm animals. Today the house is in
the care of the National Trust and open to the public.
The furnishings, library and pretty garden are as she
left them – it was a condition of her will.
www.nationaltrust.org.uk 

Tower Bank Arms
This pub is next door to Hill Top and can be seen in one
of the sketches for The Tale of Jemima Puddleduck.
www.towerbankarms.co.uk

The World of Beatrix Potter, Bowness-on-Windermere
A recent £2m renovation has brought the colourful
characters of Peter Rabbit and co dramatically to life.
All 23 tales are told in 3D so you can meet Cecily
Parsley, Jemima Puddleduck and friends.
www.hop-skip-jump.com

The Beatrix Potter Gallery, Hawkshead
The award-winning Beatrix Potter Gallery houses an
annually changing exhibition of her delicate
watercolours in the restored premises of her husband
William Heelis’s offices in the main street. 
www.beatrixpottergallery@ntrust.org.uk

Windermere Steamboat Museum
Beatrix Potter spent many happy days rowing on Moss
Eccles Tarn whilst she lived at Sawrey. It is thought
that the water lilies on Moss Eccles inspired the story of
Jeremy Fisher.
www.steamboat.co.uk

The Armitt Museum and Library, Ambleside
The library contains a large collection of Beatrix
Potter’s fungi, natural history and archaeological
watercolours and drawings and there is a display on her
life in the museum. www.armitt.plus.com

Holehird
Beatrix Potter stayed at a number of different houses
with her family before moving up to the area to live.
She stayed twice at Holehird. The gardens were voted
one of the nation’s favourite gardens by viewers of
Gardeners’ World in 2002. Entry to the gardens is free. 

Windermere Lake Cruises
A trip on the lake is one of the best ways to enjoy the
landscape that inspired Beatrix Potter. If you take one
of the boats from Bowness to Ambleside you will also
pass Wray Castle, which was the house Beatrix Potter
stayed in with her family on their first trip to the Lakes
in 1882.
www.windermere-lakecruises.co.uk

Derwentwater
From 1885 to 1903 the Potter’s stayed at houses on the
shores of Derwentwater. The area is the setting of a
number of her books and a number of well known

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk

Potter?

A new film about one of the 
Lake District’s most famous
residents will probably send more
sightseers than ever to one of our
best-loved holiday destinations

Time to

FROM LEFT:
Renee Zellweger;
Beatrix Potter and
Hill top cottage



 Tel. 0191 386 7007
 Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm

 01388 810221
Evenings Only

 07854 975219
 Wednesdays and Fridays

 Walkers Fabrics / 
 Quilters Cupboard

 Lear Group Business Centre
 Suite 2, Littleburn Ind Estate

 Langley Moor, Durham
 (Off A690 Durham to Crook Road)

 Also in Durham Indoor Market

 For all your sewing needs visit our unit at Langley Moor
 Open: Wednesday 12pm - 4pm and Friday 10.30am - 4.30pm

 Ask abour our Craft Workshops and Quilting Classes

 Special Mid-Week Rates

 Wateredge Inn
 on Lake Windermere

 Ambleside, Cumbria LA22 0EP  Tel. 015394 32332
 www.wateredgeinn.co.uk

 Delightfully situated on the shores of Windermere
 with superb country inn style dining. Pretty bedrooms, 

 many with lake views. Ideally situated for enjoying 
 Ambleside, lake, steamers and nearby Fells.

 STAR BUY!

 THE CATALAN SUITE

 THE MAGENTIS 
 SUITE

 S WALE L ODGE , S CORTON R OAD , B ROMPTON - ON -S WALE DL10 7QE

 ☎  01748 818889

 Suites to order . . .  or to take with you!

 Now in stock

✿  Water Features
✿  Full Range of 

 Composts
✿  Assorted Pots & 

 Planters
✿  Ornamental Trees
✿  Perennials
✿  Shrubs
✿  Fruit Trees
✿  Alpines, Grasses 

 & Heathers
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views can be seen in her sketches. Squirrel Nutkin is
shown paddling across the lake towards St Herbert’s
Island. Mrs Tiggy-Winkle can be seen in front of one of
the Lake District’s highest mountains, Skiddaw.

Esthwaite Water
Now a major trout farm with views of the Lake District
hills, visitors can fish from the bank oR boat for trout.
Esthwaite, a near but lesser-known neighbour of
Windermere, was the setting for the Tale of Jeremy
Fisher, the lily-pad jumping frog.

Lakeland Sheep and Wool Centre 
With her shepherd, Tom Storey, Potter bred Herdwick
sheep – a rare and threatened breed indigenous to the
Lake District. In 1943, Beatrix became the first woman
to be elected President of the Herdwick Sheep Breeders’
Association. More can be found out about Herdwick
Sheep at the Lakeland Sheep and Wool Centre in
Cockermouth.
www.sheep-woolcentre.co.uk

Lakeland Sports and Shows
Beatrix Potter’s interest in Herdwick sheep meant she
also developed an enthusiasm for the Lakeland shows
where the sheep and other agricultural produce were
displayed. Many of the shows also have sporting
competitions including Cumberland & Westmorland
Wrestling and fell running. In 1930, she wrote: “We had
our pretty little Baa’s at Ennerdale Show last week and
yesterday at Keswick... The sheep have been very
successful in the female classes; sixteen first prizes, and
several shows to come.”
For details of sports and shows see www.gocumbria.org 

WHERE TO STAY
Yew Tree Farm, Coniston
Yew Tree Farm was saved from the threat of developers
when Beatrix Potter purchased it in 1930 as part of the
large Monk Coniston Estate. In harsh economic times
Beatrix Potter encouraged her tenants to welcome
visitors and at her own expense helped them to set up a
small tea room in the dining room of the house,
furnishing it with antique furniture she bought locally.
Today, visitors can stay in the cosy B&B at the farm or
rent a cottage on the estate and the tea room was
recently reopened – complete with the same furniture.
www.yewtree-farm.com

Lindeth Howe Hotel, Windermere
Beatrix Potter fell in love with Lindeth Howe when she
and her family rented it as a holiday home. Many years

later, when she was living at Sawrey, Beatrix noticed
that the property was for sale and it was bought as a
home for her mother. Today Lindeth Howe is a lovely
hotel complete with pool and restaurant. 
www.lindeth-howe.co.uk

Nurses’ Cottage, Hawkshead
The cottage is the Lakeland home of a nurse employed
by Beatrix Potter to care for her mother. The cottage is
five minutes stroll from Hawkshead Village, Grizedale
Forest is nearby. Heart of the Lakes, 015394 32321. Sleeps
four in two bedrooms.
www.heartofthelakes.co.uk

■ Cumbria Tourist Board, Ashleigh, Holly Road,
Windermere, Cumbria LA23 2AQ. Tel: (01539) 444 444
■ Cumbria booking hotline: 0808-100 8848. A complete
accommodation booking service. 

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk

ALL ABOUT BEATRIX...
● After her death, she donated 14 farms, 4,000 acres of
land and her sheep to the National Trust.
● She is quoted as saying, “Thank goodness I was
never sent to school; it would have rubbed off some of
the originality.”
● In 2001, it was discovered that Potter may have taken
the characters names from people buried in a cemetery
in London. Names on headstones included Mr Nutkin, Mr
McGregor, Jeremiah Fisher, Tommy Brock – and even a
Peter Rabbett.
● At first, no publisher wanted to publish Peter Rabbit.
Beatrix Potter took her own savings and paid for the first
printing.
● Beatrix had a real pet rabbit called Peter that she liked
to put on a leash and walk through London.
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Describe your look
I suppose it changes from day to day, but
I’d have to say in the main it is
smart/casual, which is a description you
hate to find on invitations because it is
open to interpretation. I love to mix and
match stuff for individuality. I’m not
over-girlie, but I love pretty things
and my favourite colours are
pink and beige.

What is your favourite item of
clothing?
To my mother’s disgust, I have
many, many pairs of jeans.
I’ve just culled down my
collection down to 12 pairs
– mostly from Gap as they
make them long and lean
and fit me well. My
latest pair was bought
over the Internet from D-
Squared2, which you can’t
get here in the UK and that’s
probably why I like them so
much.

What’s the most you have ever
spent on an item of clothing?
This is a hard one to answer
without sounding like a clone
who just throws money at clothes
– which I’m not. I love bargains,
adding great cheap buys to one
investment piece often gives you
the best individual look, rather
than a top to toe designer wash.
That said, I am guilty of buying a
£3,500 made-to-measure evening
dress.

What’s been your worst buy?
Shoes that I never wear. I’ve had
many disasters in the footwear
department that range from a

pair of thigh-high gold boots which have
never been outside, to more than a few
“just for the car” heels, of which I have
many. So now when I buy a shoe that’s
comfy I grab it in a few colours, which is
easy when New Look have so many great

ones at just £20. 

What are your favourite shops?
Most of the high street ones to be
honest. Primark, Debenhams in

the Bridges, in Sunderland; New
Look, M&S Exclusive label,

H&M… I’m not a slave to
labels unless I want to
invest in something

classic that will last
and last. Most of my
statement pieces I
buy from abroad

online – especially
funky jewellery, so you

won’t find them over here.

Which celebrity’s style do
you most admire and why?
Well, you’re supposed to have

fun with fashion, so singer
Gwen Stefani for her

individuality, poise and
glamour – not to mention her

own great clothing line, Lamb. I
also like actress Brittany Murphy

who’s eclectic in a fresh, “just
threw it together” classy vibe. If
you mixed these two stars together
you’d probably get fashion icon
Debbie Harry, which can’t be bad.

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk

LEFT: trousers from Whistles,
top from Marc Jacobs, shoes
from Oasis. Right: in her role as
Postcode Lottery ambassador
with happy winners and at a
promotion with Busted

me and my wardrobe

Since the age of 18, Ingrid Hagemann has been
both a radio presenter in the North-East, Chicago,
Miami and London for Capital FM, and a mix DJ
across the US and the UK. Image has always been
an important part of her busy lifestyle – and a huge
interest for her too. Now back home in the region as
the first official ambassador for the Postcode Lottery,
she hands over cheques for £25,000 to local
winners, cash prizes to their neighbours and also
presents money to regional charities. To date, she
has given more than £1m away to winners and
charities combined.

ABOVE: Levi shirt, skirt from Ralph Lauren, boots from Western World, USA.
LEFT: jeans from Gap, top from New Look



15July 2006

Heather Smales, 17,
of Northallerton
Where did you get
your outfit? It was in a
German advert on
ebay and cost £29.
My mum had to
alter it for me when
it arrived. My
necklace is my mum’s, the handbag is from
Internacionale and shoes from New Look.
Where do you shop? Miss Selfridge, New Look
and Primark for accessories
Favourite fashion era?  Now, definitely. It’s just
getting better and better. I like things that show off
your figure. 
Favourite celebrity dresser? Jennifer Lopez for her
perfect make-up, Beyonce Knowles for her
beautiful hair

out on the town

JJAAMMEESS BBIINNDDOOFFFF
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Jodie Linguard, 18, of Crakehall
Where did you get your outfit? The dress is from
Warehouse, the bag from Topshop
Where do you shop? Warehouse and Topshop.
Favourite fashion era? Current fashion.
Favourite celebrity dresser? Kate Moss
Beauty tip? Hair straighteners, I wouldn’t be without
mine.

Frances Allan, 18, of
Northallerton
Where did you get your outfit?
The dress is from Next and the
shoes are Clarks.
Where do you shop? Dorothy
Perkins in Northallerton and
Primark in Darlington and
Middlesbrough
Favourite fashion era? I like to
take bits from different eras and
put them together.
Favourite celebrity dresser?
Cheryl Crow
Beauty tip? My great grandma
told me to stay natural. She was
108 when she died.

JODIE LINGUARD

HEATHER SMALES

School’s out!

James Bindoff, 18, of East Cowton
Where did you get your outfit?
Pinstripe suit and pink shirt from River
Island, tie from Binns, Darlington,
sunglasses from Woolworths
Where do you shop? Top Man,
Burtons, River Island and Tesco
Favourite fashion era? The 70s,
because I like the Rolling Stones
Favourite celebrity dresser? Richard
Fleeshman, who plays Craig in
Coronation Street
Beauty tip? Get a fake tan before
going to a party and wear your hair
any way that works.

Sixth form
students from
Northallerton
College marked
the end of school
life with a ball at
Tall Trees near
Yarm. We asked
them for some
style tips…

FFRRAANNCCEESS AALLLLAANN

KKIIRRSSTTYY TTHHOOMMPPSSOONN

Kirsty Thompson, 18, of Scruton, 
near Bedale
Where did you get your outfit? Dress from All Saints in Leeds,
jewellery from Mikey, bag from my hairdressers Scyzory in
Northallerton and shoes from Topshop
Where do you shop? Topshop in Middlesbrough and All Saints in
Leeds
Favourite fashion era? Whatever is in the shops now.
Favourite celebrity dresser? Paris Hilton
Beauty tip? Exfoliate before

1144 LLeeaaddeennhhaallll SSttrreeeett,, DDaarrlliinnggttoonn 14 Leadenhall Street, Darlington
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 CURTAINS • PELMETS •  VALANCES •
 BLINDS • TAPES     BEDSPREADS •
 THROWS • CUSHIONS • SUEDES •
 PRINTS VOILES • LININGS  • LOOSE 
 COVERS • POLES & TRACKS

 The Most
 Inspired Stock

 In The Area

 Home
 Visits

 Available

TThhee NNoorrtthh EEaasstt’’ss The North East’s 
FFaabbrriicc SSppeecciiaalliisstt Fabric Specialist 

ffoorr oovveerr 5500 yyeeaarrss for over 50 years

 We’re easy to 
 find and a pleasure to 

 deal with

 NOW INCORPORATING:

 DESIGN
 Why not be 

 different, we offer 
 a bespoke design

 consultancy
 service where
 we work with
 you in your

 home to provide
 your with soft 

 furnishings
 that are made

 to suit your 
 individual 

 requirements

 New 
 Spring 

 Range Now 
 In Stock

 Open 7 
 Days
 FREE

 PARKING



 Great new products in store now
 Visit us today at:

 FIRED EARTH
 220A High Street, Northallerton, 

 North Yorkshire DL7 8LU
 Telephone: 01609 774402 Fax: 01609 760123

 Email: northallerton@firedearth.com
 Crown Copyright 43363U C
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PEOPLE’S perceptions of kitchens and
bathrooms are changing: kitchens are
becoming the hub of the family home,
with both eating and preparation areas

sharing the same space, while bathrooms are
seen as a place to relax and unwind. 

A desire to meet this shift in lifestyle is be-
hind changes at Fired Earth in Northallerton.
The store, which has been based in the North
Yorkshire market town for 14 years, is develop-
ing and expanding its showrooms both on the
ground and first floors to incorporate a large
bathroom collection and a new kitchen display,
featuring the recently launched Shaker free-
standing range. 

The beautiful, hand-crafted kitchens help to
create a more flexible, work-friendly space.
Matching tables, chairs, sink units, butchers’
blocks, dressers and island units, crafted in
cherry and beech, are available in eight colours
from the Fired Earth paint range. 

The ground floor showroom will feature the
new kitchens, with Aga cookers alongside the
stunning range of tiles, wooden and natural
floorings, fabrics, rugs and the well-known
range of paints.

When it comes to bathrooms, today’s bath-
room is as much about relaxation and feeling
good as it is about more practical matters and
Fired Earth aims to reflect that. “The first floor
of the Northallerton showroom is being com-
pletely renovated to incorporate several new
areas showing everything we do from baths,
showers, wet rooms, basins, taps and sculptured
natural stone or marble bowls to built-in show-
ers and accessories,” says David Tailford, owner
of the Northallerton showroom. “The choices
range from contemporary to classic with a
gallery of fittings to create a completely unique
look. People nowadays are looking for some-
thing more individual.”

David and his wife Sue were the first UK li-
censees for a Fired Earth store and they are
proud that Northallerton has been run as a fam-
ily business, employing seven local people. 

“Originally, we were going to move, but this
is such a good spot and we have plenty of space
and lots of free parking in town, so we decided
to stay and swap things round a bit,” says Sue.

“Developing the showroom has been a result

of an increased interest in the free-standing
kitchens and an expansion of the bathroom
ranges,” adds David. “The market is moving to-
wards free-standing items and this is an area
in which we specialise.”

Traditionally, the Fired Earth brand has
probably been best known for its fantastic
range of tiles – around 650 at last count – and
for its range of 120 paint colours.

“The majority of tiles are hand made and
produced exclusively for Fired Earth, enabling
us to offer customers a truly original product.
They’re beautiful and tactile and we pride our-
selves on our worldwide sources,” says Sue. 

Fired Earth has also introduced a new solid
oak range of flooring, fashioned from European
oak and forested from sustainable sources.
Each board is available in five different shades,
either as a solid wood or engineered board, both
pre-sanded and pre-oiled for easy installation.

With such a huge range of fantastic items for
the home on offer, one of the main problems fac-
ing customers will be making their minds up,
but Fired Earth employees are trained to take
people right through the design process, from
seeking advice on colour, style and suitability
to installation. 

And while North Yorkshire is very much the
main catchment area, Sue says people are will-
ing to travel some distance to Northallerton as
there is lots of free parking and a pleasant en-
vironment. “We also stock the entire Fired
Earth range, whereas other stores do not have
the space to do this.”
■ Special opening events will include Aga
cookery demonstrations, incentive offers and
promotional events
■ The Fired Earth sale is on now and will
run until August 13, with up to 50 per cent
off selected items. 

shopping

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk

Fired up for the future
REVAMP: owner David Tailford and the 

Northallerton store

Developing the showroom
has been a result of an
increased interest in the
free-standing kitchens

‘
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W
HEN it comes to blazing a trail, CVO
Fire is way out in front. Not only is
it well known for its breathtaking de-
signs, but the company is constant-

ly innovating to bring the living flame experi-
ence to more and more homes. One of its latest
products has just clinched a top award for a new
breed of flueless fire which can be used in homes
without a chimney.

Now the company is forging ahead with new
trends for fire design – ideas which mix the tra-
ditional and contemporary to great effect – and
it is all being made easier with the opening of a
northern showroom at their head office location.

CVO Fire, with its husband and wife design
team, are regarded in the industry as leaders and
innovators. Their designs are often imitated but
the couple take it all in good part. “If imitation
is the sincerest form of flattery, we must be
doing something right,” says Carolyn Van Out-
ersterp. “So many people seem to want to copy
us.”

CVO, launched by Carolyn and her husband
Christian in 1999, designs and makes gas fire-
places, priding itself on innovative styles and
technology. They have a hip flagship show-
room/restaurant in London to meet the needs of
their Southern customers, but recently noticed
increasing demand for their products in the
North, hence the opening of the new showroom
in Newton Aycliffe. 

The company currently has the biggest selec-
tion of CE-approved gas fires in Europe, all hand-
built to order. They include modern flat screen,
firebowls and the flueless and classic mantel de-
signs. The look is sleek and cool. Under-stated,
yet impressive.

CVO are regarded as the Prada or Armani of
the fireplace industry. Not only do they have
award winning designs but the quality is second
to none. They use only the best and most luxu-

rious materials, with hand-cast designs that are
hand-polished for days. The fireplace is often the
focal point of a living space and many of the
CVO designs are sculptures in their own right.

As well as being suitable for all types of home,
the flueless Fire Line range also produces heat
with very low emissions. In fact, they burn so
cleanly that no catalytic converter is needed.
Homes and Gardens magazine recently picked
the design out for one of its awards, pointing out
that the fires feature living flame without wast-
ing precious resources. The range will also have
bespoke, hand-painted fascias.

CVO have also won the coveted Prince of
Wales gold medal for contemporary product de-
sign, along with numerous industry accolades
for pioneering gas technology.

Carolyn has her finger firmly on the pulse of
style trends. CVO has created classic pieces with
contemporary burners and features more hand
detail, hand-painting and bejewelled decoration
with crystals.

“The decorative element is creeping in,” she
says. “And it is not a backwards move, but a side-
ways one. Design is back and it is more eclectic.
At the top end of the market people are trying
to differentiate themselves, mixing antique and
contemporary. It is very much mix and match
just now.”

Great bowls
of fire

CVO, suppliers of stunning and cutting-edge fireplaces,
have opened up a Northern showroom

CVO STOCKISTS
■ CVO Fire,
4 Beaumont Square,
Newton Aycliffe,
County Durham
DL5 6SW
(01325) 327221
■ Fireplace Warehouse,
16 Chester Street,
Bishop Auckland,
County Durham,
DL14 7LP
■ Flames Fireplaces,
The Old Fire Station,
Durham Road North,
Birtley, Tyne & Wear
DH3 1LU

CVO FIRE
Creators of the world’s most desirable fires

North East Studio Now Open

4 Beaumont Square, Durham Way South, Aycliffe Ind
Park, Newton Aycliffe, County Durham DL5 6SW

Call now for more information
t 01325 301020 info@cvo.co.uk www.cvo.co.uk



 FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

 U nit 5, First Avenue, Drum Ind. Est.
 Chester-le-Street. Tel: 0191 4109994
 Branches also at: Washington, Tel: 0191 4175277
 Low Fell, Gateshead, Tel: 0191 4871414

 Chester-le-Street Store
 Open: Mon-Thurs 9-5; Fri 9-4 Sat 10-4; Closed Sunday 
 Washington Store
 Open:  Mon-Fri 9.30-4.30; Sat 10-4.30 Sun 11-4
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Y THE FACTORY
 Quality Pine Beds, Furniture & Mattresses

DIRECTBEDS & PINE

FACTORY

 Have fun and get paid for it

 www.army.mod.uk/
 royalsignals/34sigregt

 Contact us anytime at the above address or telephone us on

 Darlington
 01325 356539
 or Newcastle

 0191 265 6180

 50 SIGNAL  50 SIGNAL 
 SQUADRON SQUADRON

 The Bradford Armoury,
 Neasham Road, Darlington, Co Durham

 & TA Centre, Debdon Gardens,
 Newcastle-upon-Tyne

 YOU NEED THE

 TA
 TERRITORIAL ARMY

 U nit  2G, D rum  I nd  E state , 
 C hester-le- S treet  ( opp  B atleys )

 T el  (0191) 4920073
 Open Mon-Fri 10-5 pm Sat 10-4 pm

 LOTS OF NEW & EXCITING 
 TILE RANGES JUST ARRIVED 
 EXCLUSIVE TO EUROTILES

 Wall Tiles
 from . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

£ 9 .99  sq mtr

 Floor Tiles
 f rom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

£ 11 .99  sq mtr

 5% DISCOUNT 5% DISCOUNT
 on production of this coupon

 Tiling Service available if required 
 Also a full range of Tiling Accessories

 FREE ESTIMATES
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s Voluntary Work Overseas
 Make a Difference!

 Teaching, Conservation, 
 Work Experience, 
 Language Courses 
 and Cultural Courses

 2 weeks - 1 year - from £795

 Please call for a free brochure 
 +44(0) 1903 502 595
 Argentina, Brazil, Brunei, China, Cuba, Ghana, 
 Guatamala, India, Kenya, Malaysia, Peru, Russia, 
 South Africa, Sri Lanka, Ukrane, Zambia, Zimbabwe

 www.travellersworldwide.com
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■ Don’t miss
Burton’s Bytes
– game reviews
in The Northern
Echo every
Friday

Turning
on to high
definition

TV

I
F you bought a television in the last cou-
ple of years the chances are you’ll be pret-
ty happy with the picture. Advances in
cathode ray tube (CRT) technology may
have been a long time coming but when

the manufacturers got their act together, we
received a host of goodies all at once. There
was 100Hz scanning, pixel interpolation, and
PAL progressive scan to name but three.

And today all of them are as up-to-the-
minute as a Penny Farthing is to a Honda Fire-
blade superbike. The reason for this? High de-
finition television.

Digital transmission has finally come of age
and the next telly you buy will almost cer-
tainly give you a picture unlike any other.

The shops are now filling up nicely with flat
panel TVs bearing the all-important HD
Ready logo and the signs are that we can’t get
enough of them. Sales in John Lewis are up
118 per cent compared to the same period last
year. No wonder Currys can’t wait to shift the
last CRT sets from its shelves.

The HD Ready designation means your pur-
chase will have the necessary resolution and
connections to display High Def images.

But what to buy? Well take a look at these
beauties...

BEST FOR THE WELL OFF
Loewe Individual. Cost: £2,300
THIS posh German make styles
its sets to look uber-cool and
the technology behind
them is just as good.

Loewe’s Individual
TV can be
accessorised to
match your
home. The
casing and side
panels can all be
swapped for
different
coloured items.

Interesting
options include
a built-in hard
disk that can
record from the
digital tuner
rather like Sky+.

BEST FOR THE LIVING ROOM
Panasonic TH-37PX60. Price: £1,850
NOW the neck end of two grand is still an
awful lot of cash to spend on your telly but just
think how much time you spend in front of the
old goggle box. Shop around online and you
should score yourself a hefty discount off this
top Panasonic set.

The Japanese giant has really cracked flat
panel displays and this plasma set gives won-
derful pictures full of depth and detail. Sadly,
there’s only one HD socket round the back so
that Blu Ray HD recorder will have to be daisy
chained to the Sky box.

If you don’t want a 32-inch set, take a look
at the Panasonic LCD range too because they

offer equally enticing pictures.

BEST FOR THE HARD UP
Your current CRT set. Don’t buy an LCD
set unless it is HD enabled. Unless you can
benefit from the extra resolution, a flat
panel screen just isn’t as good as a CRT
set. The blacks are a muddy grey and fast
motion (such as football) leaves distract-
ing trails across the screen. None of this
is an issue with a CRT set.

If you can’t afford an HD ready
LCD/plasma at the moment, I suggest you
keep on saving.

gadget man

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk

Thirty years ago British television
viewers had three channels to
choose from. Now there are
more than 500 and the way we
watch TV is entering a new era.
NIGEL BURTON reports

The next telly you buy will
almost certainly give you a
picture like no other

‘

 Daily Living Aids For The 
 Elderly & Less Mobile

 Large
 Range
 Of Scooters

• Recliner Chairs
• Bathing

• Toileting
• Household

• Stairlifts
 Free & Easy Parking

 Easy Access
 Friendly Advice

 Our showroom is set out as a replica home with 
 great ideas on how to make daily tasks easier.

 0191 4922301
 Unit 1B, Drum Industrial Estate
 Chester Le Street, Co Durham

 An educational fun 
 world for under
 10-year-olds

 Totally themed as a jungle 
 and covering approx. 

 7000 sq.ft. of children’s 
 activities. Fully heated so 
 whether it’s rain or sun, 

 there’s plenty of fun!

 OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

 Children £3.50 
 each

 LIGHT SNACKS 
 AVAILABLE

 Summer/Winter times 
 vary, please telephone

 for details.

 Children’s parties catered 
 for from £6.25 per child 
 includes food, birthday 

 present

 Mungle Jungle is an 
 unsupervised play area. 
 Parents/guardians must 
 supervise children at all 

 times.

 The North-East’s 
 Original Skate Park

 We cater for skateboards, 
 in-line blades and BMX 
 bikes from the age of 5 

 year upwards

 Come and try the 
 rhythm section, sprite 
 spined mini, beginners 

 section and much 
 more

 Membership £10 + first
 2 hour session FREE

 Non-Members Day Pass
£1 +£3.50 for 2 hour 

 session
 Under 16 year olds must 
 have parent / guardian to 

 sign disclaimer form. 
 Under 12s must have 

 parental supervision at all 
 times.

 We advise helmets and 
 pads to be worn for all 

 disciplines.

 Majuba Road, Redcar
 Tel: 01642 483520
 Fax: 01642 494123

 Neasham Springs
 Neasham
 Darlington DL2 1QS

 T: 07706 209242
 W: www.visual-photography.co.uk
 E: info@visiual-photography.co.uk
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Lee’s new goal
L EE Frise scored a bit of an own goal him-

self when opening up his new fashion
store. Not being a footie fan, he didn’t re-
alise that his launch day – June 10 – co-

incided with England’s first World Cup en-
counter (which, as the rest of the nation knows,
we won courtesy of an own goal by Paraguay).

But the 25-year-old is hoping that he’ll sooon
be getting plenty of attention too as fashionable
young people get to know what’s on offer at his
Hidden Soul Clothing shop on King Street in
Darlington.

Lee is targeting the 16 to 30 age group, aiming
to bring them an individual look. “The bou-
tiques which do exist in the town can be expen-
sive and the rest are chain stores,” he says.
“There are not many individual fashion bou-
tiques in Darlington and I want to offer some-
thing with a bit of a difference.”

Lee’s venture has been a year in the planning.
To get the project under way he drew on his fash-
ion studies at college and his lifelong interest
in clothes and style.

He used to work in the Miss Selfridge section
at Binns store and managed the department for
a while. “But then someone else was appointed
and I decided this was the ideal time to branch
out on my own,” he says. “I didn’t really want to
work for another company and running my own
business was something I had always wanted.”

As the months went by, there were a few times
he felt he might have taken on a bit too much.
“The amount of work involved in setting it all
up has been amazing,” he says. “I had wanted to
open up before now but things kept going
wrong… lease, finance, stock. But we got there
in the end.”

Open six days a week, Hidden Soul Clothing
offers clothes for both males and females – very
casual, jeans, T-shirts, combats and the ubiqui-
tous hoodies. 

Lee is hoping to get some big names in – such
as Animal and Quicksilver. “The clothes are rel-
atively cheap, but good quality and with a good
image. I should be able to beat most of my com-
petitors on price as many charge through the
teeth. I will be shopping around for the best
deals,” he says.

Fortunately, launch day was not a complete
disaster. “Things were pretty quiet, as I had dou-

ble-booked with the England match. We did
quite well in the morning, but the low level of af-
ternoon trading was to be expected.”

Lee says customers will get a friendly but pro-
fessional service. “I am well clued up on fash-
ion and I know how to gauge quality,” he says.
“I can design and make clothes myself, so I know
what to look for.”

Born in Darlington, Lee went to Longfield
School and then on to the technical college be-
fore spending three years at Cleveland College
of Art and Design where he gained an HND in
fashion design.

He knows this won’t be an easy ride. “But I
don’t mind the hard work when it’s for my own
business. It’s not worth doing all this for some-
one else,” he says.

Lee wanted to start off in Darlington as his
home town, but he hopes to open up in Mid-
dlesbrough and Newcastle in due course.

“These are places which have quirky shops,”
he says. “Darlington has had nothing like that
even though it has an ever-growing student pop-
ulation. There just hasn’t been anything for
them.”
■ Hidden Soul will be holding a free fashion
show at Aruba, the next door bar, on
Wednesday, July 19. Entry is free, there will
be special offers and drinks, and the band My
Otherside will be playing.
■ Hidden Soul Clothing, King Street,
Darlington  (01325) 254346

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk

I want to offer
something with a bit
of difference

‘

LEE FRISE: 
aiming at the 16 to
30 age group

With a shop
crammed full with
funky labels, Lee
Frise is confident
his first fashion
outlet will attract
Darlington’s ever-
growing student
population, he tells
SHEILA WEBER

shopping



Model and specification shown Celica GT Blue 1.8 VVTL-i 6 speed manual, manufacturer's list price £23,485. ^Advertised finance offer available on Celica GT Blue 1.8 VVTL-i when financed through Toyota Financial Services, Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC, Great Burgh,
Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey, KT18 5UZ. on a 36 month Personal Contract Purchase Drive Plan between 1st April and 30 June 2006 at participating Centres. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer. Acceptance fee of £130 and
option to purchase fee of £59 included in repayments shown. Licensed credit broker. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18's only. Price correct at time of going to press and include VAT, delivery charge, number plates, one year's road fund
licence and £38 first registration fee. Subject to availability.

Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km), Urban 24.6 (11.5), Extra Urban 42.8 (6.6), Combined 33.6 (8.4). CO2 Emissions 200 g/km.

• Sunroof
• Rear wing spoiler
• Front skirt
• Dynamic 17 alloy wheels
• Lowered suspension
• Unique Alicantara upholstery
• 6-disc CD auto-changer
• Unique shift knob

The new Celica GT Blue £23,485
Cash price £23,485.00
Deposit £4,918.95
Amount of credit £18,566.05
35 monthly payments £399.00
Guaranteed future value/final payment £8,331.80
Total amount payable £27,215.75
Excess mileage over 30,000 10.6p per mile (inc VAT)

9.5% APR TYPICAL^

Arrange a test drive on line at www.toyota.co.uk/rmb-darlington

Once in a blue moon...
The limited-edition Celica GT Blue
at RMB Darlington.

RMB DARLINGTON
McMullen Road
Darlington.
Tel: 01325 254545

 Coming Soon....

 5EPT5MBER 2006

 NEW CAR GUIDE

 Our full colour Motoring Supplement 
 promoting new car models and 
 September registrations with road 
 tests and editorials from our motoring 
 correspondents.

 Bringing you the latest 
 NEW CAR NEWS

 Published in

 The Northern 
 Echo 
 July 16th, 2006

 and

 The Darlington & 
 Stockton Times
 July 18th, 2006
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I
T’S the sort of phone call every car enthu-
siast dreams of. “Sorry to bother you and I
know it’s short notice but could you man-
age to join us for a driving day?” says the
Bentley press office.

Keep calm, play it down and grab the diary to
see the best way to dump all of my proper jobs
before taking an archetypal British worker’s
through-gritted-teeth breath and replying cool-
ly: “I’ll see what I can do.”

A couple of days later it’s off to Elvington Air-
field, near York, to find a line-up of glorious
Bentleys standing to attention on the parade
ground at the Second World War flying museum.

Bentley has had 60 years to perfect its design,
its quality, its style; more than long enough to
get it just right. Before me stand some of the
shiniest examples of British workmanship,
handcrafted, honed and polished at a factory in
Crewe. Okay, the workings are German and
courtesy of the Volkswagen Audi Group, but
otherwise here is a product that you can be
proud to call British.

Continental GT is the simply splendid 200mph
coupe you see the top football players whizzing
around in. Spirit is the stretched version with
four doors and Buckingham Palace standards of
luxury. Price tags start at a cool £117,000 but
most of the Bentley Driving Experience test cars
pack a few extras, taking the final bill well be-
yond the 120K mark. Which makes what I’m
about to do to these icons of automotive engi-
neering a bit ungentlemanly. In fact, more un-
gentlemanly conduct could not be found this
side of the hot hatchback supermarket hang-
out. I could have easily been wearing a Burber-
ry cap and sporting a shell suit.

But let those nice people at Bentley explain.
“It is now two years since we launched our
200mph supercar and we do feel we have a duty
of care to our owners to actually teach them how
it works,” says Bentley Driving co-ordinator
Nigel Stoddard. “In accident situations, people
do strange things and if they have never felt the
sensation through the pedal of anti-lock brakes
activating they often come off the brakes or
don’t realise they can steer at the same time. So
the skills you learn today could one day save
your life.”

The half day course roadshow travels Europe
and has been designed with the help of five
times Le Mans 24 hour racing driver Derek Bell.
But it’s not for the faint-hearted.

Under the watchful eye of an instructor, dri-

vers undergo three exercises – the anti-lock
braking test, slalom course and fast lane change
demonstration – in 2.5 tonne cars which boast
all wheel drive, 6.0 litre W12 twin turbocharged
engines with 552bhp on tap. That’s enough to
hurl you to 60mph in just over four seconds and
on to a staggering 200mph. No wonder you need
training.

The safety briefing concentrates on driver at-
titude, and adjusting the seats to the best posi-
tion, which is a lot closer to the steering wheel
than you would imagine. Keep that kink in your
right leg at all costs, otherwise if you do have a
crash the impact goes up your straightened limb
and breaks your hips. It’s the same with your
arms. If they are outstretched when you have a
bump then bones will shatter.

Wise words over, it’s off to the cars and the
first test – ABS braking. At one end of the run-
way sits little old me and my new found friend
the Continental GT. I floor the accelerator and
the car leaps forward, the world blurring Star
Trek-like as we hurtle towards a set of orange
cones. Into the cones at 95mph and the instruc-
tor claps his hands, the sign for me to brake. The
tell-tale grating feeling on the pedal tells me the
anti-lock brakes are at the maximum and then I
hurl the Bentley beast to the right and then back
to the left to avoid the obstacle. It is absolutely
bewildering that we are in one piece, even more
bewildering that we haven’t even skidded. That’s
Bentley technology for you.

Next I am told to accelerate down the runway
to 100mph. As it hits the ton, the instructor pulls
on a tiny chrome switch on the transmission
tunnel that normally activates the hydraulic
handbrake. The car chimes, then comes to a
dead stop in amazingly quick fashion. It’s a safe-
ty device so that the front seat passenger can
stop the car if the driver is taken ill, and it’s an-
other staggering demonstration.

Next comes the slalom test in the larger Spir-
it and the driver suddenly becomes a downhill
skier hurling what is a very large vehicle
through a series of tight cones. The instructor
threatens me with a one beer per demolished
cone penalty – enough for me to ensure a clear
round, ha! Even at 65mph the car changes di-
rection at will in another amazing example of
Bentley know-how.

Finally to the most hooligan-type test, the fast
lane change. This is to show the value of ESP
(Electronic Stability Programme). ESP firmly in
place and the car is truly magnificent, avoiding
all the cones and coming through the chicane
in once piece time and time again. Turn the ESP
off and it’s different matter, showing its value to
modern safety.

All told, the driving course is as good as any
car enthusiast could ever hope to experience and
even has a diehard hack grinning from ear to ear
with the exhilaration.

motoring
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Bentley does it
BEST OF BRITISH: the Bentley reacts brilliantly... even when treated badly

Motoring correspondent IAN LAMMING behaves in an ungentlemanly
fashion in an iconic British supercar – but it’s all in the name of safety
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connections

T
HINK of the Northumberland
coast and one word probably
springs to mind: cold. No matter
how the sun may shine, this raw
and rugged piece of England seems

always to catch the wind. Yet while this may
preclude sunbathing, it doesn’t detract from
its wild beauty.

If the watchword is windy, then Seahous-
es is fairly typical. Lashed by the elements,
the little town is flanked by miles of unspoilt
beaches. You may have to wrap up, but it’s
worth it for the stunning views, and if you’re
after fresh air – well, it doesn’t come much
fresher than this.

We’ve come to Seahouses
in a departure from our
short break norm, to stay,
not in a plush hotel, but at a
caravan park. I’m hardly a
camper and while my hus-
band was once a Scout, it’s
fair to say that his days of
roughing it are long gone. So
it is with a touch of appre-
hension that we make the
journey to Seafield Park. Of
course, it’s helped by its rep-
utation – after all, how bad
can an award winner be? –
but there remains a linger-
ing doubt. I know modern
caravans aren’t the tin cans
of old, but does it follow that
they’re luxurious? Can they ever meet the
standards of a good hotel room? We’ll soon
find out.

The first thing that strikes me about

Seafield is how professionally it’s run. Ar-
riving on a Saturday – and a pre-Bank Holi-
day at that – we’re met by a friendly mem-
ber of staff, who gives us a key and clear
directions. In next to no time, we’re through
the security gate (a useful aid to peace of
mind) and on our way to find our van. 

Driving slowly along the road, we take in
the park. It’s pretty busy, with many cara-
vans privately owned (you can tell by touch-
es like garden gnomes) and while some are
small, the vast majority are simply vast. I’m
glad to see that in recent years, what were
once pretty humble abodes have been truly

transformed – now they re-
ally are like proper homes.

Arriving outside our van,
I’m immediately im-
pressed. Not only is it big –
there may be only two of us,
but we do need our space –
but it’s surrounded by lots
of grass. I may be anti-so-
cial, but I like the thought
of us being alone, and what
better guarantee of this
than our own secluded pad?
For those with children,
there’s an ample play park,
and duck ponds give a coun-
tryside feel. 

The caravan itself is
smart and clean, with every
convenience you could

wish for. There’s a spacious living room with
comfy seats, a proper kitchen and two rea-
sonable sized bedrooms. The master bath-
room – there’s also an ensuite – is white and

immaculate. We spend a night in blissful
peace and wake up thoroughly refreshed –
and ready for a session in the gym.

Since opening last summer, the Seafield
Ocean Club has proved a major asset. Com-
prising a gym, 20 metre pool and health and
beauty suite, it serves locals and site guests.
After pumping some iron, I leave my hus-
band for a spot of pampering. 

The Indoceane, a Thalgo treatment with
an ocean theme, comes highly recommend-
ed by Carolyn Britton, who runs Seafield
with her father Ken. I’m happy to try it –
well, who wouldn’t be? – and after 90 min-
utes, I’m very glad I did. It starts with a sweet
and savoury body scrub, which smells deli-
cious on my skin, then after a shower, I’m ex-
pertly massaged. The final stage of the in-
dulgence is being coated with soothing
cream and left to relax. By the time I leave
the salon, I’m practically comatose.

Before we leave Seahouses, there’s time for

some sightseeing. With several places in
easy reach, we plump for Holy Island. On the
way there, we pass through Bamburgh, its
ancient castle looming large, and soon we’re
cruising down the causeway. It goes without
saying that you should check the tide times
– or risk being stranded – but just the fun of
the ocean crossing makes it worth the trip.
We spend a pleasant morning on the car-free
island, where sea birds throng the skies, be-
fore it’s time to go home. One things for sure:
when it comes to caravans, I’ll never think of
tin cans again.

■ Seafield Caravan Park, Seahouses,
Northumberland (01665) 720628,
www.seafieldpark.co.uk or www.ocean-
club.co.uk
■ Caravan hire, including full use of the
Ocean Club, gas, electricity and bedding,
starts from £195 for three nights in low
season.

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk

Caravan
in comfort

STUNNING VIEWS: the Seafield Caravan Park at Seahouses

Seafield Park in Seahouses,
Northumberland, has beaten off
national competition to be named
Caravan Holiday Park of the Year.
Women’s Editor SARAH FOSTER
finds out what it and the
surrounding area have to offer

The caravan itself is
smart and clean with
every convenience. 
We spend a night in
blissful peace and
wake up thoroughly
refreshed – and
ready for a session 
in the gym

‘

WINDSWEPT COAST: the harbour at Seahouses
and, right, Bamburgh Castle
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 NE For The Home

 Tel:  01325 466344 / 01325 463300
 or visit us at: Compound 1, Unit 10, Banks Road,

 off McMullen Road, Darlington, Co Durham DL1 1YL

 Also  Sands / 
 gravel; top 

 soil; 
 dolomite; 
 decorative 

 gravels; turf; 
 cement 

£3 a bag

 Fantastic offers on decorative 
 aggregates including plum slate £65 
 collected, golden £66 collected, 
 rockery stone from 99p and “Storm”
 exclusive to Skipbridge in 
 the N.E.

 Fencing Now In Stock

 Fencing & Decking
•  Supplied & Fitted
•  Posts, Rails & Boards
•  Red & White Wood Decking
•  Spindles
•  Newel Posts
•  Hand / Base Rails
•  All types of Fencing
•  Gates also made to size
• Top quality always assured

 FREEPHONE  0808 1555 032
 Fast Friendly Service At All Times

 APTEC Business Park, A68,
 Darlington Road, West Auckland

 Roofing 
 Sheets
•  Galvanised Box 

 Section Roofing 
 Sheets. Also Plastic 
 Coated & Polyester

•  All Fixtures & Fittings
•  Fencing Sheets, 

 Packing Cases and 
 Pallets all made to 
 size

 www.specialistproducts.info
 email: specprod@onetel.com

 PRESS
 STAIRLIFTS

New from

 New from

£

£

1

1

1

1

0

0

0

0£1100
 Reconditioned & 

 Rental Too!

 Scooters & Recliners 
 Now In Stock 

 from £400

 Top brands fitted with 
 guarantee

 Telephone: 
 (01287)
 651606

 RAPID TAN 
 & TONE
 SPRAY TANS 

 SPECIAL £18!
 ◆  Toning Tables

 ◆  Free Trial G5 Massage - 
 Get rid of cellulite!

 ◆  90 mins Vertical 
 Sunbeds £27

 ◆  Acrylic Nails 
 worth £32 Now £27

 Late nights: Wednesday, 
 Thursday & Friday

 For appointments call: 
 01388 835555

 MOBILITY DIRECT

 FREE PHONE -  0800 0325 890

 ✷  Independent Family 
 Business

 ✷  Over 20 years 
 experience

 ✷  Quality Products at
 Low Prices

 ✷  Free Home 
 Demonstration

 ✷  No Salesman or Cold
 Calling

 For a  FREE CATALOGUE
 with full range of products

 CALL NOW!
 from only £600

 Choice of Blue, 
 Brown, Green, Red

 from only £495

 Single & Double 
 Deluxe Available

 from only £1195

 Attendant 
 Control Available

 Mini 4 m.p.h.
 6 m.p.h.  8 m.p.h.

 from only £395

 BLINDS UK

 (01325) 320666

 All blinds
 & samples 
 brought to 
 your home

 2  Vertical Blinds£ 60  3  Vertical Blinds £ 89
 4  Vertical Bllinds£ 111  5  Vertical Blinds £ 129

 For a FREE No Obligation Estimate
 Visit our website www.blinds.uk.com

 Also fabulous range of 
 Wood Venetians
 and Roller Blinds

 Any size - FREE Measure - FREE Fitting
 (Lovely choice of fabrics)

 Handmade by Craftsmen at

 OLD MILL FURNITURE

 www.theoldmill.co.uk     Open Mon - Sat  9am - 5pm

 Balk, Thirsk, YO7 2AH

 Tel 01845 597227 

 Made to measure in many styles & colours
 Quality workmanship from a family business 
 established 1980

 Freephone  0800 78 38 548
 www.al-blinds.co.uk

 Site Visits & Home Visits
 2 Day Fittings

 FITTED FREE 

 WITHIN 2 DAYS

 A1  Choice

 A1  Quality

 A1  Value

 A1  Blinds

 Sooty’s
 Electric Chimney Sweep

 Telephone (01388) 834084
 Mobile (07752) 870248

 Quick and clean
 S. Watson

 195 Toft Hill, Bishop Auckland,
 Co. Durham DL14 0JD

 Specialists in 
 vehicles for 
 wheelchair 
 users 
 throughout 
 Cleveland and 
 County Durham

 Visit Our Website 
 at
 www.wheelchair
 accessible
 vehicles
 .co.uk

 . . . Wheelchair 
 Accessible
 Vehicles

 (01325) 389 900  Mobile 079 66 391 809
 Morton Park Way, Darlington,  County Durham, DL1 4PR

• New & used 
 vehicles bought 
 and sold

• Vehicles to 
 your own 
 specification

• Vehicle hire 
 service
 available
 Long, short
 & holiday
 hire service

 M.V. Mobility
 Scooters from £450

 Riser/Recliner Chairs from £595

 Also available wheelchairs, 
 adjustable beds, bath lifts

 and stairlifts
 No obligation, free home 

 demonstration
 DISTANCE NO OBJECT

Part exchange welcome

 Call  Michael on 01977 681764

 Including Warranty & After Sales Service

 B eauty is within the eye B eauty is within the eye
 of the Beholder of the Beholder

 Quality and Value from
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S E XPRESS  B LINDS
 Vertical • Roller • Venetian

 Pleated • Solar Film

 01740 623360
 07958 790851

 www.expressblinds.co.uk

www.thenorthernecho.co.uk

North Yorkshire Timber

Branches At:

Northallerton 01609 780777

Ripon 01765 605963

Richmond 01748 825225

Middlesbrough 01642 460393

Darlington Opening Soon

Sunderland 0191 5144663
(Joseph Thompson Timber)

Thinking of refurbing your house?

North Yorkshire Timber Can Supply You With

Hardwood Flooring

Kahrs � Junckers � NYT Solid Oak � Cattle Flooring

Oak Doors

Oak Skirting & Architrave

Douglas Fir & Oak Constructional Beams

Visit any of our Branches
We offer Expert Advice & A Good Price!!

YOU can take a picnic just about anywhere –
the grounds of a stately home, by the beach,
in your local park or half way up a mountain.
But to really look the part of a professional
picnicker you’re going to need the right kind
of kit to carry it all in. Here are a few of our
favourites…

PINT SIZED
PICNIC 
Kids’ backpack
£19.95 from
www.wheesh.com
Plates, tumblers,
napkins and cutlery
all included inside
this sturdy backpack for kids, and plenty of
room left over for toys and treats.

TRADITIONAL TOUCH
Stripe for four
£70 at
www.johnlewis.com
Be the envy of the
outdoor eating
set with this
natural wicker
hamper that’s
a kaleidoscope of
colour inside. Tablecloth,
napkins, plates, glasses and cutlery for four,
plus a waiter’s friend corkscrew and food
cooler. How very civilised.

LIQUID LUNCH
Byobags
From £9.95 at www.firebox.com

These bottle and can
carriers are the perfect
refrigerated
transportation system for
your liquids, soft or
otherwise. Made from
wetsuit material and
fashioned in highly visible
colours.

POSH PICNIC
Safari picnic pack
£79 from www.iwantoneofthose.com
This box not only contains wine glasses that
are actually made from glass and napkin rings
for the napkins, but it has a table too. Lift up
the side flap and flip out the feet and you have
the most A-list picnic money can buy.



23July 2006

 Solway Holiday Village
 S ILLOTH  (23 miles West of Carlisle)

 Booking Now For 2006
 Timber chalets and caravans for hire
 Swimming • Golf • Ten Pin Bowling

 Deer Park • Bar • Kids Club

 H OLIDAY H OMES A LSO F OR S ALE
 Tel. 016973 31236

 THE

 BLACKPOOL

 Just off the seafront

 EM availailable
 Licensed

 Pool Table • Late Key
 PETS WELCOME

 Tel: 
 01253 314747

 email:
 renaissance2@blueyonder.co.uk

 7 Blackwellgate Arcade, Darlington

• F RENCH C OUNTRY F URNITURE • V INTAGE
 F URNITURE • G ARDENALIA • G ARDEN

 A CCESSORIES • G ARDEN F URNITURE • G ARDEN
 C OLLECTABLES • V INTAGE H OME • R ETRO H OME
• K ITCHENALIA • G IFTS  FOR H OME  AND G ARDEN

• K ID’ S S TUFF  FROM DIDDL

 T EL . 01325 481 117

 VILLAGE
 COTTAGE

 Sleeps 4
 Near Penrith

 Shop, 
 PUC 50 yards, 

 Keswick 20 mins., 
 Ullswater
 10 mins.

 Telephone:

 (017684) 84381
 www.northlakescottages.co.uk

 New Self 
 Serve Carvery
 Starting Sunday 25th June

 New Restaurant 
 Bar Meals Menu
 Served 7 days a week, 12-9

 Food from Around The 
 World Theme Nights 
 Monthly All You Can Eat 
£8.95
 Karaoke &  Quiz Night
 Fortnightly, lagers from £1 a bottle
 Quality Guest Beers Available

 FREE Function Room Hire

 Accommodation available
 Twin/Double & Single rooms. All en-suite

 Tudor Hotel, Gatherley Road, 
 Brompton-on-Swale, Richmond, 
 North Yorks • 01748 818021

 New Award 
 Winning Chef

 All new at the  Tudor Hotel

 enquiries@hotels-scotch-corner.com
 www.hotels-scotch-corner.com

 The Scotch Corner Hotel’s 
 Restaurants and Bar have the 

 facilities and menu choices 
 whatever your dining requirements, 
 from private dinners to a light snack, 

 in our no-smoking Lounge.

 Our newly appointed chef will cater 
 for every need

 Sunday Lunch is currently available 
 between 12noon and 3pm every 
 week at only £9.95 per person for 

 2 courses with coffee.

 Please call 

 01748 850 900
for bookings and further details

 D ARLINGTON

 P ORTINSCALE , K ESWICK , C UMBRIA .
 T EL . 017687 72538  F AX : 017687 71002

‘T HE B EST  OF B OTH W ORLDS’
 peace, comfort and tranquillity at the 
 Derwentwater Hotel and luxury self 
 catering apartments, situated on the 
 shores of beautiful Lake Derwentwater

 T HERE H AS N EVER B EEN A B ETTER T IME T O S TAY

 We have a special hotel rate during  May, June  and July  - from 
£65pp/pn (usually £80) for a minimum  2 nights including 
 dinner, bed  and breakfast and use of the nearby  Health 
 Spa . You are sure to enjoy your stay. RAC Merit Award for 

 Hospitality  and  Service . As a special bonus a complimentary 
 bottle of champagne will be served in your room.

 Why not try one of our fabulous self catering apartments
 in Derwent Manor with full use of all hotel facilities too?

 the rate is a very tempting, starting from £60 per apartment 
 per night for a minimum 3 nights.

 H URRY , A VAILABILITY I S L IMITED S O B OOK N OW
 B Y C ALLING U S O N 017687 72538

 A ND Q UOTE  R EF B1 , O R S EE

 www.derwentwater-hotel.co.uk?source=B1
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 NE Holidays

 NE Entertainment

 NE Caravans

 NE Motors

 BILL PLANT
 YES  -  FIRST LESSON  FREE*
 YES  -  PAY AS YOU GO
 YES  -  PASS PLUS

 & MOTORWAY
 YES  -  PATIENT, FRIENDLY

 INSTRUCTORS
 YES  -  ALL AREAS COVERED, 

 7 DAYS A WEEK
 YES  -  £56 FOR 5 LESSONS*
 YES  -  BOOK ON-LINE NOW

 www.billplant.co.uk

 Freephone
 0800 3892254  24hrs

 www.billplant.co.uk

 T

 Treat the family to a

 Come and stay at the historic Otterburn Tower in the 
 heart of Northumberland. Go Clay Target Shooting, 
 Quad Biking, Golfing, Walking, Fishing or just relax!!

 Special Summer Offer
 with 25% OFF
 Mid Week Bookings

 Otterburn Tower 
 Hotel, Otterburn, 
 Tyne and Wear
 T: 01830 520771
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4D BABY SCANNING STUDIO

www.babybrite.co.uk

See your baby smile, yawn and blink
before they are born!

For more information/bookings call

01642 218070
or visit our website


