


































DIRECTBEDS & PINE

FACTORY

 FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

 U nit 5, First Avenue, Drum Ind. Est.
 Chester-le-Street, Tel: 0191 4109994
 Branches also at: Washington, Tel: 0191 4175277
 Low Fell, Gateshead, Tel: 0191 4871414

 Chester-le-Street Store
 Open: Mon-Thurs 9-5; Fri 9-4 Sat 10-4; Closed Sunday 

 Washington Store
 Open:  Mon-Fri 9.30-4.30; Sat 10-4.30 Sun 11-4

SSAAVVEE PPOOUUNNDDSS -- SAVE POUNDS - 
BBUUYY DDIIRREECCTT FFRROOMM BUY DIRECT FROM  

TTHHEE FFAACCTTOORRYY THE FACTORY
 Quality

 Pine Beds, Furniture
 & Mattresses

 U nit  2G, D rum  I nd  E state , 
 C hester-le- S treet  ( opp  B atleys )

 T el  (0191) 4920073
 Open Mon-Fri 10-5 pm Sat 10-4 pm

 LOTS OF NEW & EXCITING 
 TILE RANGES JUST ARRIVED 
 EXCLUSIVE TO EUROTILES

 Wall Tiles
 from . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 £ 9 .99  sq mtr

 Floor Tiles
 f rom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 £ 11 .99  sq mtr

 5% DISCOUNT 5% DISCOUNT
 on production of this coupon

 Tiling Service available if required 
 Also a full range of Tiling Accessories

 FREE ESTIMATES

 Seasons Gallery &  Framing

 Original art and limited edition prints
 Expert framing service

 Church Street, Durham City
 0191 386 0222

 www.csons.co.uk

 Howlish Hall Nursing & Residential Home
 Howlish Hall, Coundon, Bishop Auckland, Co. Durham. DL14 8ED

 Tel: (01388) 609226  Residents: (01388) 450172  Fax: (01388) 606871

 A family owned and operated care home providing
 24 hour nursing and residential care

 • Conveniently situated near Coundon, but central to Bishop 
 Auckland, Shildon, Spennymoor and Newton Aycliffe

 • Welcoming and homely atmosphere
 • Peaceful and tranquil setting with views across open countryside
 • Well trained, qualified dedicated staff
 • Freshly cooked meals, with choice of menu
 • Double and single rooms, some en-suite with telephone lines
 • Long term and respite care provided

 We are here to help you through what can be a difficult time
 Please telephone for an informal chat

 01388 609226

 Established 
 1985

 Have fun and get paid for it

 www.army.mod.uk/
 royalsignals/34sigregt

 Contact us anytime at the above address or telephone us on

 Darlington
 01325 356539
 or Newcastle

 0191 265 6180

 50 SIGNAL  50 SIGNAL 
 SQUADRON SQUADRON

 The Bradford Armoury,
 Neasham Road, Darlington, Co Durham

 & TA Centre, Debdon Gardens,
 Newcastle-upon-Tyne

 YOU NEED THE

 TA
 TERRITORIAL ARMY

 Book at 
 least a month 

 in advance and 
 receive 10% 

 discount

 Running daily 11th to 19th February, 11th, 12th, 
 18th, 19th, 25th and 26th March and 1st April 
 to 29th October, 2006.
 Come and join the North Yorkshire Moors Railway as 
 we open our doors for the first services of 2006 - 
 11th to 19th February

 Travel on the 18 miles line through the 
 spectacular countryside of the North Yorkshire 
 Moors National Park. Beautifully restored 
 period stations, shops, refreshment rooms, 
 locomotive viewing sheds, historical 
 information, walks in the countryside - whatever 
 you want from a day out, you’re sure to find it 
 with the North Yorkshire Moors Railway - 
 Britains most popular Heritage Railway.

 2006 F ORTHCOMING S PECIAL E VENTS :
 April          Steam and Swing Weekend 
 May  Spring Steam Gala - Diesel Gala
 June  Moors 66
 July  Vintage Vehicle Weekend
 Aug  Music on the Moors
 Sept  Day out with Thomas
 Oct  Autumn Steam Gala

 Wartime Weekend
 Wizard Weekend

 Dec  Santa Special Weekends

 Advance bookings and information
 01751 472508
 Taking timetable  01751 473535
 Email:  customerservices@nymr.fsnet.co.uk

Family favourites from 7 nations
FREE SALAD BAR WITH MAIN COURSE

Shafto’s Inn & Restaurant
Whitworth Hall Country Park, Spennymoor

Bookings: 01388 819 737

 ♥ Make your
 Valentine’s Day . . .
 Tues 14 & Sat 18 Feb
 Intimate candlelit dinner    Rose for the lady

 2 course £12.50     3 course £14.50
 Sat 18: with entertainment from a live singer

 Mon - Fri
 Jan & Feb
 Excluding 14 Feb

 (cheapest dish free)
 Adult main courses + salad bar from 
 Shafto’s main menu

 ♥

18 February 2006

■ Don’t miss
Burton’s Bytes
– game
reviews in The
Northern Echo
every Friday

Film and
TV footage
on the go

HOW often have you recorded a show
on TV only for it to sit on your ma-
chine unwatched for weeks? Have
you ever wanted to catch up on last

night’s news on the way into work, or perhaps
catch up on the gossip in the Square or the
Street but simply haven’t the time to cram it
all into your evening?

Well, there is an entertainment device to
hand to solve your woes. They are called Mul-
timedia Players and can connect into your TV
in much the same way as a VCR, but these have
a distinct advantage. Crisp colour screens and
stereo sound, and, of course, headphone sock-
ets let you watch footage while you’re sitting
on the train, much to the envy of your fellow
commuters. In addition, they double up as dig-
ital music players.

Prices have started to make these devices
much more accessible and 2006 should see
them hit the mainstream. Here’s our top six:

POCKET PLEASER 
GGooooddmmaannss GGPPDDRR11
££112299..9999 ffrroomm
wwwwww..aarrggooss..ccoo..uukk
This highly
portable device
wins plenty of
admirers due to its
dimensions, making it a must-pack
item for your travels. This is an SD (secure
digital) storage player, so you’ll need plenty
of those pesky little memory cards to hand if
you’re a fan of epic movies.

TOUCHY, FEELY 
iiRRiivveerr UU1100 ££114444..9955 ffrroomm wwwwww..eexxppaannssyyss..ccoomm
For getting noticed, this is the player of
choice as it does away with most of the
buttons, giving it a cleaner design, and uses
just four clickers to control all of the
functions. Its hard drive memory is pretty
low but this is made up for with a healthy
battery life.

BUY ME A RIVER 
iRiver PMC120 around
£400 from www.iriver.com
This standard looking
player manages to play
back both audio and
video with decent quality

and it also makes managing your files as
simple as reciting the alphabet. Well, almost.
It’s one of the better players in terms of
ergonomics, so you can avoid cramp while
watching an omnibus.

SERIOUS STUFF
Creative Zen Vision
£356.00 from
www.amazon.co.uk
The software inside
this box of tricks is
Microsoft powered
and means that it will also
synchronise seamlessly with your home PC
operating system. It was just about the
easiest device to use on test. The display is
crisp and clear and the only real downside is
its relative size versus the others.

EASTERN PROMISE
Samsung PMC -YH99 £369.99 from
www.amazon.co.uk
A very smart player here from the Koreans
with superb picture delivery through the 3.5
inch screen and a battery life of seven hours,
which is well above the average. Samsung are
set to launch a few new players over the
course of 2006, so keep your eyes peeled.
Reliability is good too.

LESS CABLE STRESS
Archos AV500 from £349.99 see
www.empiredirect.co.uk
This French company was one of the first
into the market and their flagship model
proves the point. A sizeable memory, extra
large display, and when you’re ready to
record, there’s no messing with multiple
cables. Just place it in the supplied docking
station which deals with the spaghetti.

gadget man

http://clients.thisisthenortheast.co.uk/ne_monthly

ARCHOS AV500: ffiirrsstt oonn tthhee
mmaarrkkeett...... aanndd ssttiillll oonnee ooff tthhee bbeesstt

Catch up on your TV backlog on
the journey to work with one of
these top Multimedia Players
















