
The lifestyle magazine
for the North-East

MAY 2005

SHOPPING   SOCIAL GADGETS   MOTORING   GARDENING

The Northern Echo

INTERIORS
What’s cooking 
in the kitchen?
From derelict mill
to rural retreat

WIN
Clothes
from EAST

FASHION
A little bit of
razzle dazzle



 Young Chic
 Designer Childrenswear

  10 West Dyke Road, Redcar
  Tel: 01642 498298

 Labels:
 �  Sarah Louise
 �  Lego
 �  Mayoral
 �  Little Darling
 �  co.co
 �  Abell

 Exquisite Elegance

 DINNER 
 FOR TWO

 Waddington Street, Durham City

 0191 3709977

 Knights 
 Restaurant

 3 Course Dinner Monday to Friday 

 £39 .95  per couple

 including Free Bottle of Wine

 AMPLE PARKING

 New ALL DAY Bar Menu now 
 available & from only  £4.95

2 May 2005   Online: www.nemagazine.co.uk

SHARON GRIFFITHS
Anyone 
for coffee?
INTERIORS
What’s cooking
in the kitchen
INTERIORS
A five-star 
holiday cottage
GARDENING
Greens galore and
copious courgettes
FASHION
WIN Penelope 
Cruz’s necklace
ME AND MY
WARDROBE
Ginny Dick
McCOURT 
& McKAY
Out on the town
SHOPPING
Into the 
Team Valley

LIFE COACH
Always look on
the bright side
GADGET MAN
Beating speed 
cameras on the cheap
FASHION
Bridal dresses
to die for
COMPETITION
WIN clothing 
vouchers from EAST
MOTORING
Mitsubishi’s cute
little workhorse 
NE CONNECTIONS
Are you well insured?

3
4
6
10
12
14
15
16

17
18
19
19
20
21

is produced by
The

Northern

Echo/
Newsquest

Ltd., 
a Gannett
Company,
Priestgate,
Darlington 
DL1 1NF 
(01325)
381313

ADVERTISING
Neil Simpson 
(01325) 505 173
neil.simpson
@nne.co.uk
Chris Kay
(0191) 374 0298
chris.kay
@nne.co.uk

EDITORIAL
Jenny Needham
(01325) 505082
jenny.needham
@nne.co.uk

magazine

6

14
contents

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

12

Front cover: 
dress by EAST



 Need help 
 finding  the 
 right mortgage?
 Let us give you a hand
 CCJs? Defaults? Arrears? No Accounts? No Deposit? We may be 
 able to help whatever your circumstances
 The overall cost for comparison is 7.83% APR Variable. The actual 
 rate available will depend upon your circumstances. Ask for a 
 personalised illustration
 Our fully qualified and friendly staff are always happy to help.
 First Time buyer? Home Mover? Second Home? Right to Buy?
 Or Buy to Let?
 We have access to the whole mortgage market and branches 
 throughout the North East

 YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT
 KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE

 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

 DURHAM CITY OFFICE, 86 Claypath, Durham City

 0191 375 0333
 DARLINGTON OFFICE, 23 Duke Street, Darlington 

 01325 350 888
 SUNDERLAND OFFICE,  22 Athenaeum Street, Sunderland

 0191 510 8080 or  0191 565 7788
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sharon griffiths

�If I had a
coffee maker
like that, it

could
change 
my life

IF you thought having a baby means
giving up your chic bag in favour of a
frumpy rucksack covered in pale blue
bunnies or pastel flowers, there’s no
need to panic. Now that Fleurville’s
MotherShip has launched in the UK,
fashion conscious mums can keep
their individual cool, while sporting a
funky bag which doubles as your baby
survival kit. And, as an owner, you’ll be
in good company, as the likes of A list
celebrity parents Courtney Cox,
Gwyneth Paltrow, Jodie Foster, Keanu
Reeves, and Reece Witherspoon
already have Fleurville bags. The
MotherShip is the mother of all baby
bags. Big enough for a whole day out,
its durable, wipe-clean shell contains a
host of essential “ingredients”,
including a wipe-clean padded
changing mat, insulated bottle holder
and drawstring waterproof bag for

soiled items. Additionally, it’s been
designed so it stays open and upright
so it’s always easy to access while
leaving you one arm to keep baby safe.
The EscapePod is perfect for those
quick trips where you don’t want to
carry the whole kit and caboodle. Both
bags come in a range of colours and
patterns. For the latest stockist
information, call Fleurville’s UK
distributor, Bibs and Stuff on (01293)
774924. 

MOTHER OF ALL BAGS

MUSICAL SHOWERS
ROMAN Ltd, from Newton Aycliffe, supplied a shower
enclosure for Tony Blackburn’s bathroom, as part of the
recent How Not to Decorate TV series on Five. Interior
designers Colin and Justin had fitted a different shower
enclosure but the DJ wasn’t happy and asked them to
replace it with something more substantial. A Roman
Collage bi-fold door and side panel shower enclosure
was chosen, featuring an inward opening door, helping
to save space, with door panels which concertina
together. Says Roman marketing director David
Osborne: “Bathrooms are often the most difficult rooms
to decorate due to their unusual dimensions and
awkward existing fittings and that’s why we offer shower
enclosures to suit anyone’s bathroom, even superstar
DJ’s!” Roman Limited can be found on Aycliffe Industrial
Park in Newton Aycliffe, County Durham.A SHARP knife, a fork, a wooden

spoon, some pots and pans – appar-
ently they are the only equipment a
good cook needs – though I bet it

wasn’t a good cook who said it. Everything
else is, apparently, a luxury.

Which could, of course, explain all the gad-
gets and gizmos that are gathering dust in
kitchen cupboards throughout the country.

Apparently there are £431 million worth of
bread makers lurking unused and unloved
under thousands of sinks, £377 million worth
of sandwich toasters and £109 million of elec-
tric knives. And an awful lot of fondue sets.

I plead guilty to the sandwich toaster. We
had an ancient one which the boys used a lot,
so much that I bought a super whizzy, easy
clean, high tech job, that was impossible to
put back together after you washed it. So it
sits in bits in a carrier bag on the shelf below
the potatoes. Neglected and unloved.

I have a bread maker, but I actually use it.
Not every day but at least two or three times
a week. I love it. And a blender and a juicer.
But otherwise, I’ve generally avoided gadgets.
I can inflict enough damage on a joint of beef
with an ordinary carving knife – I don’t need
to be plugged into the mains.

With one exception. 
All my adult life I have been on quest for

the perfect coffee maker. These days I drink
very little coffee, but when I do, I want it good
and strong and hot.

When I was a child supermarkets didn’t sell
real coffee. You’d have to get it from the gro-
cer who would grind it freshly for every cus-
tomer and you would walk home with the
tantalising smell. Once you got the coffee
home, the rest was easy. My mother just made
it in a jug which she left on the Aga. It stayed
warm, the grounds settled, the coffee tasted
good. No problems.

But when I left home and tried the same
technique, it wasn’t the same in a flat with a
tiny Baby Belling – coffee full of grounds and
disgustingly tepid.

My sister sent me from Germany a little tin
filter and a red tin coffee pot. This was great
– when I could find the filter papers to fit it –
but it only made enough for two small cups at
a time. Not very satisfying, or sociable.

I tried a percolator. Remember percolators?
They used to bubble away enticingly, and
smelt very promising. But the coffee was dis-
gusting, black and bitter with all the flavour

bubbled out. Thankfully I went away for a
weekend and left the percolator on. So when
I came back there was a smell of burning, a
tiny spoonful of black coffee sludge and one
dead percolator. 

I went back to using the little tin filter.
Then as a wedding present we received one

of those drip-feed coffee makers. Quite nice
coffee – but it took an age. 

A millionaire friend once gave us – along
with a wagon load of firewood – a fancy Ital-
ian espresso machine. That was a mixed suc-
cess. Occasionally we had wonderful, deli-
cious hot coffee. Then at other times we had
mud, or even cold mud and I never could work
out what I or the machine was doing wrong
that made such a difference. But then a vital
bit broke and couldn’t be replaced, so I stuck
the posh machine in the cupboard under the
stairs and went back to the little tin filter.

Then – hooray! – a friend who ran a pub
went to a catering exhibition and came back
with a filter jug. At last, we had coffee that
was easy to make, ready fairly quickly, from
a machine that produced at least two mugs
of coffee from one pot and kept it tolerably
warm. True, the jugs were made of glass and
so were breakable. But they were soon wide-
ly available so that was all right. Sometimes
the filter bits went wonky too – so being of a
frugal nature, I had a cupboard full of spare
parts. Our current filter jug is a triumph of
transplant surgery and is the remains of
three different jugs. It means I have to be care-
ful when I push the filter down or everyone
round the table gets a coffee fountain, but it’s
a small price to pay.

But after ten years or so of happy filter cof-
fee, I am in danger of being seduced again…

I keep seeing ads for coffee makers. They
talk about steel body solenoid valves, 15 bar
pressure, removable water tank, heavy duty
brass, chrome plated, traditional frothers…

Seductive or what?
As I read the ads, study the machines in up-

market shops, I can smell the coffee, imagine
the lifestyle. If I had a coffee maker like that
it could change my life, kick start my day,
wake up the brain cells, achieve great things.

These beasts cost nearly £300 apiece, but in
the quest for perfection, surely that’s mere
small change

And if all else fails, I can always go back to
my little tin filter and my bright red coffee
pot.



 23 NORTHFIELD WAY
 AYCLIFFE IND. PARK

 CO. DURHAM
 Tel. 01325 301916

 Fax: 01325 300552

 Luxury Shower Units & Bathrooms
 122 Gladstone Street, Darlington DL3 6JZ
 Tel: 01325 485678  www.aqua-bliss.com

 Affordable Exclusivity Affordable Exclusivity
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What’s cooking in
the kitchen?

HIGH-TECH kitchens have never
been so hip, with the continuing
popularity of celebrity cookery
shows on the television. 

Celebrity chef Gordon Ramsay has con-
fessed he spent £500,000 on his home kitchen
– plus a separate one for his wife. The man
who grilled hapless celebrities on TV’s
Hell’s Kitchen treated himself to state-of-
the-art appliances, including a £67,000
Rorgue stove, cupboard handles mimicking
the shape of a Ferrari gearstick, and a walk-
in size fridge. 

His kitchen was designed by Richard
Baker Furniture, and Ramsay says: ‘‘I want-
ed a large square sink, granite worktops and
splashbacks, none of which have square
edges, so nothing chips easily.’’

Another celebrity chef, Antony Worrall
Thompson also has a bespoke kitchen, cre-
ated for him by furniture designer, Mark
Wilkinson. It has a bright yellow range
cooker, which stands in the centre of the
room furnished with Provence fitted units.

‘‘The kitchen is the heart of our home,’’
he explains. ‘‘I needed it to be user friendly
and also comfortable and welcoming for the
family.’’

We might not all be able to afford a Ram-
say room, but kitchen design companies re-
port that home owners are spending huge
amounts on what is now seen as the most
important room in the house.

Designer Sebastian Conran says: ‘‘People
are much more interested in food and they
want a great room to prepare and eat it in.
Gone are the times when the kitchen was
set aside and guests wouldn’t enter it.”

Graham Hayden, chief executive of
Kitchen Bathroom Bedroom Specialists As-
sociation, adds: ‘‘The luxury kitchen mar-
ket is certainly growing. The kitchen is no
longer a functional room, but a reflection
of people’s design aspirations and lifestyle.’’

As for styles, David Tailford, proprietor of
Fired Earth in Northallerton, says there is
a definite move away from the fitted ap-
proach towards a more organic look for the
kitchen, with free-standing pieces, which
offer much more flexibility.

“Trends seem to be divided between a
very contemporary look, with, for example,
black slate or travertine floors and glass or
metallic wall tiles, and a less structured
look, typified by our Bastide kitchen range,
with free standing units and natural mate-
rials ,” he says. 

The emphasis is on uncluttered, practical
worksurfaces, making it easy for people to
look like star chefs.

KITCHEN STYLE
Fired Earth, 220a High Street, Northallerton
(01609) 774402
B&Q: 0845-222 1000/www.diy.com
Mark Wilkinson Furniture: (01380) 850004

It’s no longer just at parties that you’ll find people in the kitchen. It’s the
hip place to hang out – for family and friends, says GABRIELLE FAGAN 

Celebrity chef Antony Worrall Thompson in his bespoke kitchen
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Top right:
B&Q Birch-
style Shaker
kitchen.
500mm base
unit (includ-
ing cabinet
and door)
£62

Left: Creme
de la Creme
kitchen by
John Lewis
of
Hungerford

CREATE A CELEBRITY-
STYLE KITCHEN
Rebecca Tanqueray, author of 101 Ideas:
Kitchens, gives her tips on how to create a
contemporary kitchen.
� Opt for clean-lined units and keep them
simple, no fussy handles.
� Use glass and stainless steel wherever
you can. Frosted glass can also work well
as a unit front.
� Choose a chunky worktop – slate, concrete,
recycled plastic.
� A floating island unit in an open plan
kitchen is ultra-fashionable.
� Hide everything behind closed doors,
uncluttered surfaces are key.
� Keep walls plain, or if you want pattern,
opt for textured plaster finish or a retro
1970s wallpaper.
� Floors should be sleek and unfussy, smooth
stone, wide floorboards, or a sweep of coloured
rubber.
� Choose a streamlined sink in steel or
stone and dress with modern taps.
101 Ideas: Kitchens by Rebecca Tanqueray
(Quadrille, £14.99)

HOT FACTS ABOUT THE 
NATION’S COOKING HABITS
A survey on kitchens has revealed that our 
cookery habits are influenced by where we live. 
� In general 41 per cent of people find cooking
therapeutic and relaxing, while 80 per cent of us are
inspired to cook for special occasions.
� Only four per cent of us pass off caterers’
food as our own.
� 30 per cent of newlyweds suffer nerves when
cooking for in-laws causing them to have accidents or
ruin the food.
� Most common mishaps are forgetting to turn
the oven on, and leaving food unattended and
finding that family pets have eaten it.

THE North-East was the area where most
cooks loved listening to music as they
cooked, while 40 per cent said singing
helps their creativity in the kitchen.

Fired Earth’s Bastide kitchen furniture,
above and main picture, is hand-craft-
ed in France using traditional tongue
and groove joinery. The French oak
pieces are elegantly understated, with
a distinctive simple design, and provide
a warm and welcoming focus
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T WO hundred years ago a lot of
hard work was done at The Mill
Granary in Ingleton, grinding
peas and corn. Now it’s a setting
for sitting around in, relaxing,

sipping a glass of wine on the wooden
decking and watching the sun go down
over the beautiful countryside which
surrounds it.

The last corn was ground many moons
ago and the mill had fallen into complete
disrepair. But after 11 months of hard
graft, it has recently been
transformed into a luxury holiday
home.

The granary has been in the
Hodgson family for the last 50
years. Richard, the latest
generation of the family to
farm the surrounding land
near Darlington in County
Durham, has dairy cows,
but he was desperate to
diversify out of farming
because of the
increasingly poor
returns. 

“There have been
cows here for a few
generations, but
they’re going in
June and it’s just a relief,” says Richard’s
wife Kate. “Richard works all hours and
now it’s just for nothing. We get 17p a
litre for our milk and need at least 20p
per litre just to break even.”

Fortunately for the Hodgsons, they had
the perfect opportunity for
diversification on their doorstep – a huge
barn with holes in the roof – and at the
time, Rural Enterprise Scheme grants
were available through DEFRA to help
with the renovations. Sitting in the
perfectly appointed, clean, bright,
modern dining kitchen, it’s difficult to
believe that there were calves and calf
stalls here only a year and half ago. But
the transformation didn’t come about

without a lot of sweat, and some tears. 
“If we hadn’t done it up, it would have

fallen to pieces,” says Kate. “It’s worth it
now, but it was very hard work. We didn’t
have a holiday for more than a year and
we were down here all the time.” The
children – Alice, eight, and seven-year-
old Joseph – got so fed up with the cold
and dirt, they used to beg Kate to leave

them at home.
The couple employed a

local builder – Mark
Pearce from Ingleton –
who Kate says came up
with some fantastic
ideas, but they also did a
lot of grafting
themselves. “Mark’s
advice was invaluable,“
says Kate. “You have
obviously got to get
the basics like the
drains done right, but
I put every hole in
every tile on that
roof and spent a lot
of time going up and
down ladders.”

Kate also stained
the wooden floors,

and scrubbed and oiled all the
original beams in the house. The upstairs
bedrooms have high, beamed and vaulted
ceilings. “It takes a lot more time than
putting a flat ceiling on but it’s worth it
ten times over. The only beams we
couldn’t save were in the kitchen, they
were too far gone,” says Kate. 

To qualify for a grant, the building had
to be completely disabled friendly, hence
the wide doorways, the downstairs
bedroom, and huge downstairs bathroom
with fold-down seat in the shower. And
it’s all beautifully finished.

The dining kitchen is the kind of room
most guests will probably never want to
leave, with huge dormitory-style table,
lots of units, American-style fridge with

Far from
Hodgson’s choice: the bargain chandelier in the stairwell
Right: Richard and Kate outside the converted granary, and below
right, the stained glass window Richard designed for the kitchen the daily grind

 Do you have an old back boiler with a fire attached? 
 Don’t know what to do because of the new rules?
 Don’t worry - we have the one stop solution. 

 Here are some examples that will make you efficient and cosy.

 Baxi 80 HE Instant Combi Condensing Boiler
 New Thermostatic Radiator Valves, Gas Line & Room Stat
 Choice of 30 Wood Surrounds
 Marfil Micro Marble Back & Hearth Set
 Choice of Brass with Coal or Chrome with Pebble Gas Fire

 Baxi 105 HE Combi Condensing Boiler
 New Thermostatic Radiator Valves, Gas Line & Room Stat
 Wonderfire Chic Hole in the Wall Contemporary Gas Fire

 Baxi 80 HE Instant Combi Condensing Boiler
 New Thermostatic Radiator Valves, Gas Line & Room Stat
 Choice of 4 Marfil Micro Marble Stone Fire Suites
 Choice of Brass with Coal or Chrome with Pebble Gas Fire

 Replace your old inefficient wall mounted boiler with a 
 High Efficiency Condensing Boiler  from   £1299 . 

 We remove your old tanks and cylinder and you get thermostatic radiator valves, 
 new gas line, room thermostat and chemical flush if required.

 Baxi 80 HE Instant  £1999  Baxi 80 HE Plus  £2050
 Baxi 105 HE  £2050  Baxi 100 HE Plus  £2150
 Baxi 105 HE Instant  £2100  Baxi 133 HE Plus  £2250
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A lot of farmers
have done up
agricultural
buildings to rent
out to tourists,
but not many
have done it with
as much panache
as Richard and
Kate Hodgson.
JENNY NEEDHAM
tours a stunning
holiday home in
County Durham

icemaker and water cooler, and with
squishy chairs and sofa for relaxing at one
end. Sunshine floods through a stained
glass window – designed by Richard and
made by local artist Rachel Dickinson –
casting coloured light on the neutral-
coloured walls. 

“The oak units are second hand ones,
bought from friends who run a kitchen
company, and the table was from Barker
and Stonehouse,” says Kate. “They often
have huge tables left in the sale, because
not many people can fit them into their
homes.” 

Happily for guests, though not for Kate,
the characterful butcher’s block which
takes centre stage in the room, would not
fit into the couple’s own farmhouse. It is
the genuine article from Kate’s family’s
firm, now sold, T Manners and son in
Bishop Auckland. Nearly everything else
in the four bedroom house is new, from
Kate’s favourite shops – furniture from
Barker and Stonehouse, and more quirky,
individual pieces from Drum in Grange
Road, Darlington; vases and other
decorative pieces from The Pier; fabrics
from Blaydon factory fabrics; tiles from

Susan Allison of Purple Tree; upstairs
carpets from Calverts; oak floors from
North Yorkshire Timber at Northallerton.
The best bargains, though, have got to be
two enormous chandeliers she picked up
from Something Different in West
Auckland for £60 each. 

Windows were made by Manor
Woodcraft of Evenwood – “they were
brilliant,” says Kate – and Kate painted
every bit of woodwork and the walls in the
house herself. “I used traditional colours
from Glenwoods, but kept them to a
neutral and calming palette. People
nowadays seem to prefer a tranquil look to
the cluttered, chintzy old cottage feel,” she
says. She is also a dab hand at mosaics, and
the table on the patio and the mosaic
pattern around the mirror in the family
bathroom upstairs bear testament to her
artistic skills. 

For a farmer – not necessarily known for
their artistic talents – Richard is similarly
blessed. When he’s not milking or doing up
holiday cottages, he can sometimes be 

Continued on page 8

Left: the huge living
kitchen with authentic
butcher’s block

Below left: the comfortable
sitting room with French
windows leading onto the
decking

HYPNOTHERAPY & THOUGHT FIELD THERAPY
Cheryl Bowness D.HYP LAPHP TFT BTFTA

Tarn House Surgery | 12 Southend Avenue | Darlington

Telephone 01325 484293 | 07796 317958

Email cheryl.bowness@ntlworld.com

For a FREE consultation and
further information please call...

Anxiety | Confidence | Exam Nerves

Low Self Esteem | Fears | Phobias

Stopping Smoking & Other Habits

Shyness | Stress Management

Weight Management

Driving Test Fears

Anxiety About Driving

Dental Fears | Goal Achievement

SAFE, EFFECTIVE
TREATMENTS TO
HELP WITH...



 THE ART OF HAIR...

 8 New Elvet
 Durham City
 DH1 1AQ
 Tel. 0191 386 8768
 www.enzo.co.uk

 THE SCOTCH CORNER HOTEL
 Junction A1-A66 • North Yorkshire • DL10 6NR

 Tel. 01325 500 555
 Website www.quality-living com  E-mail: scotchcorner@quality-living.com

 Q UA L I T Y  L I V I N G   Q UA L I T Y  L I V I N G   Q UA L I T Y  L I V I N G  
 H E A LT H  C LU B H E A LT H  C LU B H E A LT H  C LU B

 Units 13 & 14, Tees Court, Skippers Lane Industrial Estate,
 Middlesbrough TS6 6DX

 01642 467259

 Check out our range, 
 quality and price 

 before buying your 
 new kitchen or 

 bathroom

 Prices can include 
 fitting or supply only

 FREE DESIGN
 FREE QUOTATION

 FREE 3D PICTURES
 Top quality 18mm colour

 co-ordinated kitchen units
 with solid 18mm backs
 Delivered assembled

 for installation

 Large range of doors
 Vinyl and Solid Woods 

 and large range of 
 40mm Worktops
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Continued from page 7

found studying naked bodies at a life art
class at Darlington College. And as well as
designing the stained glass window in the
kitchen, he also applied his talents to
designing alcoves to show off decorative
pieces in the smart sitting room. This is
where the TV resides, and the room has
French windows out onto the decking,
overlooking the garden and children’s
play frames. 
Just beyond the garden boundary is a two-
acre field, ploughed up and
ready to spring into life
as a wildflower meadow.
“It was too wet to sow last
year, but when it’s grown, it
will look beautiful,” says
Kate, who intends to mow a
couple of paths through the
meadow for adventurous little
visitors.

So far visitors have included
people from Edinburgh,
London and Liverpool, as
well as thespians from
Darlington Civic Theatre.
“We recently had the
cast of Fame, and are
expecting some more
from High Society,”
says Kate.

But mostly, it is
families with children
or elderly parent who
are a bit wobbly on
their feet, or groups of
friends who want to
congregate in the huge
kitchen for endless
supper parties, who will
appreciate this stunning
holiday home. And they
don’t even have to cook for
themselves. Before she took
on the roles of farmer’s wife,
mother, decorator and roof
tiler, Kate studied catering
and is an accomplished cook.
Guests are offered a menu to
choose from and she will
provide the salads for summer
barbecues.  At the very least, many
visitors appreciate a meal waiting for
them on the evening of arrival. Then all
they have to do is warm it up, open the
wine, throw open the patio doors and sit
back and dream of the days when a lot of
back-breaking work was done down at the
old mill.

ADDRESS BOOK
Furniture: Barker and Stonehouse; Drum,
Grange Road, Darlington
Accessories: The Pier, Eldon Gardens,
Newcastle 
Curtains and cushions: Diane Wilkinson,
Barnard Castle (01833) 631 019
Mosaic tiles: Discount Tiles, West Auckland
(01388) 606999
Joiner: Cliff Brown, Bowes (01833) 628 373
Stained glass: dickinsonstainedglass
windows@yahoo.co.uk
Chandeliers: Something Different, 34A Maude

Terrace, St. Helen
Auckland, Bishop Auckland
(01388) 664366.

Windows and Doors:
Manor Woodcraft, Unit

6/Randolph Ind Est, Evenwood,
Bishop Auckland (01388)

835370
Oak Floors: North Yorkshire
Timber, Springwell Lane,
Northallerton (01609) 780777 
Carpets: Calverts, 4 Castlegate,

Thirsk (01845) 521640
Thirsk
Fabrics: Blaydon Factory
Fabrics, Tundry Way,
Blaydon-on-Tyne Tyne And
Wear (0191) 4144 515 
Limestone tiles:
Purpletree, Home Farm
Offices, Hartforth,
Richmond (01748)
850896;
www.purpletree.co.uk
Builder: Mark Pearce,
Ingleton (01833) 660 182
Tiling and decorating: Kate
Hodgson (01325) 730 339.
Kate is available for all sorts of

commissions, including mosaic
tables

Far from the daily grind
Kate relaxes in the tranquil master bedroom. Below: a vase from The Pier, just £19.99

��  The Mill Granary,
Ingleton, Darlington, Co
Durham DL2 3HG (01325) 730
339 or (07796) 863 888;
info@mkillgranary.co.uk;
www.millgranary.co.uk
English Tourist Council five-

star accommodation, sleeps eight
to ten comfortably, four bedrooms,
three bathrooms, full disabled
access with one downstairs bed and
bathroom. See also Farmstay UK
website and the Cottage Guide.
From £550 per week. Weekend
breaks from £390. 



 Fat Burner Free For Every Reader!

 You’ll receive your free book worth £5.99 when you order any of the additional bargain-priced health
 books featured below. Or you may request the free book only - see coupon for full details.
 We’ve selected 6 great value books to complement your free book; to help you stay fit and well!
 Anti Cellulite - Tasty meals and simple exercises to banish cellulite
 Low Cholesterol, Low Fat - The easy way to release your cholesterol
 Mood Food - Recipes to cheer you up, revitalise and comfort you
 Detox - Foods to cleanse and purify from within
 Fitness Food - Recipes to increase energy, stamina and endurance
 Fitness Drinks - Juices and smoothies for energy and health
 Worth up to £5.99 each, you can buy 2 books for £9.95, any 4 for £17.95 or for outstanding value, 
 complete the set and purchase all 6 titles above for just £23.95!
 When you order any extra items there’s no need to send a SAE, you’ll receive your free ‘Fat Burner’ 
 book with your order. Just add £2.45 towards P&P to the value of your order regardless of the 
 number of items ordered - there are no hidden extras!
 HOW TO ORDER:
 By telephone - Order Hotline on  01206 307999  (weekdays 9am-5pm). Quote reference BK-NE-31/05.
 By post - please complete the coupon below and send it with a cheque made payable to Stour 
 Valley Offers to: Northern Echo Fat Burner Book Offer, PO Box 5553, Brightlingsea, Essex CO7 0FB 
 (or you can pay by credit card - see below).

�

 Only one free application per reader, no multiple applications allowed. Free book only offer closes  June 10, 2005. All other orders must 
 be received by July 22, 2005. Please allow 28 days from receipt of order for delivery. The P+P inclu des a disbursement on your behalf 
 for postage. All offers subject to availability. If any item is unavailable, we reserve the right to  substitute with a comparable product of at 
 least equivalent value. Open to UK residents only. Full refunds will only be given for faulty or dam aged goods. If you prefer NOT to 
 receive offers other than from Stour Valley Offers Limited, please tick the box.

 We’ve got a superb healthy 
 cooking book FREE for every 
 reader. ‘Fat Burner’ is lavishly 

 packed with colour illustrations 
 and fantastic recipe ideas for 

 healthy cooking. Delicious foods 
 that will help burn excess fat.

 Please send me:

 Book Title  Code  Tick to order

 Anti Cellulite  CC3

 Low Cholesterol, Low Fat  CC4

 Mood Food  CC5

 Detox  CC6

 Fitness Food  CC7

 Fitness Drinks  CC8

 I have ordered 2 books for £9.95
 I have ordered 4 books for £17.95
 I have ordered 6 books for £23.95
 Please add £2.45 to the value of
 your order towards P+P
 TOTAL ORDER VALUE  £................

 Free Fat Burner book ONLY (CC2), I enclose 
 a padded 10”x8” self-addressed envelope 
 with a 79p stamp attached or simply send a 
 cheque made payable to Stour Valley Offers 
 for £1.89 (no credit cards). Please mark your 
 envelope (FREE CLAIM ONLY)

 I enclose a cheque made payable to Stour Valley Offers for £____________, or debit my MasterCard/Vis a/Switch/
 Delta card by £____________.
 Card No:
 Valid from date:_________ Expiry date:_________ Issue No (Switch only)______ Signature______________ _______
 Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (delete as applicable) Initials____________ Surname__________________________________ _____
 Address___________________________________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________Postcode______________________

 BK-NE-31/05

 FREE
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From top: the family bathroom; a guest room; the ensuite for the master bedroom,
where the sink is held in place using old metal hooks from the butcher’s shop

� If we
hadn’t

done it up,
it would
have fallen
to pieces.
It’s worth it
now, but it
was very
hard work.
We didn’t
have a
holiday for
more than
a year

Pictures:
DAVID WOODS
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gardening

IN THE kitchen at Swinton Park
there’s the whiff of fresh inspiration
in the air. Head chef Andy Burton and
sous chef Paul Robinson, who even at
the ages of 32 and 27 admit to having
been in the game a while, are being

tested like they’ve never been tested before.
Loveage and sorrel, beetroot and cardoons

and more courgettes than they know what
to do with have sent them delving into his-
tory books and onto the Internet to create
dishes using the finest homegrown herbs,
vegetables and fruit.

Swinton Park, near Masham in North
Yorkshire, has enjoyed an excellent reputa-
tion for food since opening as a hotel four
years ago but a rare and coveted ingredient,
which will really come into its own this year,
is set to elevate it to a new level.

The estate’s restored four-acre walled gar-
den is about to enter its second year as a
major supplier to the hotel kitchen.

Paul says: “Last year was a real learning
curve. Andy and I both come from country
house hotel backgrounds but neither of us
had worked with a walled garden before, then
all of a sudden we had this great 
commodity.”

It been a real learning experience that the
team of seven in the kitchen have relished.

“We’ve become a lot more creative and re-
sourceful,” says Paul. “We’re very forward
thinking anyway but with the ingredients
the garden provides, we’ve gone back to the
roots of cooking. 

“Cooks can sometimes get into routines
but a garden like ours is rejuvenating. Places
like it are very few and far between and in
some ways it’s making us learn all over again.
It’s exciting for us and we’re trying to excite
other people.”

The transformation of the walled garden
from Christmas tree plantation into abun-
dant larder is the work of Susan Cunliffe-Lis-

ter. Her achievement and the journey from
gate to plate is being celebrated in a series of
Garden Lunches this summer.

Susan’s pedigree as a gardener includes
being named Country Life Gardener of the
Year 2001 – she now has a column in the mag-
azine which includes recipes from the hotel
– while her gardens at Burton Agnes in East
Yorkshire were voted into the top ten in the
country by viewers of the BBC’s Gardener’s
World programme in 2003.

Hers is a talent that grew from happy child-
hood days spent with the head gardener at
the family home in Scotland and built up over
years of growing vegetables at home and
reading gardening magazines.

It’s an interest she has passed on to her
daughter Lorna Parker, who wrote a book,
The Head Gardener’s Reports, based on let-
ters sent by the head gardener at Swinton
Park in 1800 to his master.  

Susan remembers the walled garden being
in use when she was married and first came
to Swinton in the Sixties, when there was a
head gardener and two other garden staff.

The restoration began with cutting down
the Christmas trees, brambles and nettles
and digging out the stumps and roots with a
tractor. A permeable fibre membrane was
then laid over the ground and topped with
gravel. 

“In a garden this size I wanted it to be very
low maintenance and that meant keeping it
weed-free as far as possible,” explains Susan,
who spends Friday-Monday at Swinton plant-
ing, feeding and maintaining. 

First in were the perennial plants like au-
tumn-fruiting raspberries, blueberries, as-
paragus and artichokes, which are protected
over winter with sheep fleece. It doesn’t blow
away and eventually rots down leaching
extra nitrogen into the soil.

Susan has created trough beds for beet-
root, onions and spinach, tucked alpine

SARAH FRENCH takes a walk
round Swinton Park’s abundant
four-acre walled garden, said to
be the biggest in the country

Greens galore and copious 
courgettes

Susan Cunliffe-Lister in the walled garden, which produces more than enough fruit and veg for the hotel     Pictures: RICHARD DOUGHTY

 Lawnmowers, Garden Tractors, 
 Blowers, Hedgecutters, 

 Brushcutters, Generators, 
 Water Pumps

 Southend Works, Byers Green, Spennymoor, Co Durham
 Telephone No: 01388 662266  Email sales@jmraine.co.uk

 Ride on 
 Lawn 
 Mowers 
 from 

 £999
 inc vat
 FREE DELIVERY 
 TO YOUR HOME
 Friendly 
 experienced staff

 100’s of Pedestrian 
 Mowers in stock
 Superb range of garden 
 machinery, furniture, clothing, 
 fencing, gates, ornaments, 
 greenhouses and much more. 
 Come along and see.

 Sam Turner & Sons Ltd
 Darlington Road, Northallerton, North Yorkshire DL6 2XB

 Tel.( 01609) 772422 Fax (01609) 770653
 Ellerbeck Way, Stokesley Industrial Park, Stokesley (01642) 713794 (Closed Sat pm & Sun)

 Agricultural & Horticultural Merchants

 Open: Mon-Sat 8am-5pm • Sun 10am-4pm

 If you are serious about garden 
 machinery, talk to us
 Sam Turner’s is a family business established since 1931 and we pride 
 ourselves in being a unique store to the North of England
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strawberries into a shady area, planted a herb
border of chives, mint and lemon balm and a
hot slope of thyme, rosemary, basil and 
tarragon.

The garden is bordered with flowers for the
house including roses, delphiniums, peonies
and tulips, and a few old apple trees supply
bramleys. 

Andy and the kitchen team admit they’re
not gardeners but they do help harvest and
their regular walks up to the garden inspire
what appears on that day’s dinner menu.

“We’re like little children in a sweet shop,”
says Paul. “It’s fantastic being able to struc-
ture each dish and the menu around what is
coming up in the garden, which supplies more
than we could ever have dreamt of.”

Presumably though their suppliers aren’t
exactly over the moon that Swinton is be-
coming virtually self-sufficient? In fact, the
garden produces so much that the tables may
be turning towards Swinton supplying the
suppliers.

“At first they didn’t believe what were grow-
ing and when the reps come up to see us, their
jaws just drop,” says Paul. “And we still order
a lot of other things from our suppliers.”

The sometimes overflowing basket can
cause some headaches – the kitchen has just
finished using last autumn’s pumpkins, for in-
stance. 

“Last year we couldn’t pick the globe arti-
chokes fast enough,” admits Susan.  

Then there are those courgettes. “The
kitchen was getting a bit sick of them; some
of the staff didn’t know that if left too long
they become marrows. But it’s still better to
have too many than not enough and they used
the flowers a lot,” she adds.   

After the rhubarb, asparagus and wild gar-
lic in May, guests at the Garden Lunches can
look forward to strawberries, early new pota-
toes and garden peas. “It was great last year
after Sunday lunch, sitting out the back with

the boys shelling peas, very relaxing,” recalls
Paul.

July will bring blueberries, salad herbs and
the first raspberries. Susan is trying six vari-
eties of blueberries this year, traditionally dif-
ficult to grow but the conditions at Swinton –
soft acid water from the moors and a rela-
tively acid soil – suit them.

When it comes to feeding, she prefers to use
her own intuition and experience than be told
what she can and cannot use on the garden.
“I’m not totally organic because I always use
what’s best for the plant,” she says. “It’s quite
an art growing vegetables; if you can grow a
good crop from a packet of seed them then you
can pretty much grow anything.”

She uses a selection of feeds including sea-
weed fertiliser, but admits: “If something is
covered in a horrid disease I will zap it. So far
I’ve only had to spray the flowers, not the veg-
etables.”

That old enemy of fruit – wasps – are a men-
ace so traps are set for them, while slugs are
caught in beer traps. Netting is laid to keep
rabbits off, which, thanks to the garden wall,
only get in if a careless guest leaves the gate
open.

While the garden is certainly in no way an
experiment, Susan is still refining what and
how much is planted.

The chefs, meanwhile, continue to discover
just how many ways you can cook a courgette.

��  The Garden Lunches hosted by Susan
Cunliffe-Lister include a two-course lunch and
coffee served in the award-winning Samuel’s
restaurant, a talk on the history of the
parkland and walled garden and a guided tour
of the grounds. The charge is £20 per person.
To book call Swinton Park on (01765) 680900
or e-mail enquiries@swintonpark.com 

Dates are: Monday, May 30; Tuesday, June
28; Monday, July 25; Tuesday, July 26;
Monday, August 1 and Tuesday, August 2.

��  IF your lawn is
looking a bit
tired this spring,
it might be time
for a complete
revamp. Turf
experts Jeff and
Barbara Farnaby
have all the
answers in an
easy-to-follow
leaflet from the
Turf Grass
Growers’
Association
explaining how to
lay and maintain
a new lawn. You
can access the
information
online at
jbfarnabyturf.co.
uk or telephone
0800 327622 for
a leaflet. Jeff
and Barbara
have just
welcomed their
son Paul full
time into their
turf and soil
business. 
J & B Farnaby,
Brough Moor
Farm, Scurragh
Lane, Skeeby, nr
Richmond
www.farnaby-
turf.co.uk;
(01748) 824594

Swinton Park sous
chef Paul Robinson
with produce from
the walled garden



SUMMER CLEARANCE
SALE!

�  DISCOUNT APPLIANCES
�  FREE CUSTOM DESIGN
�  FULL FITTING SERVICE 

AVAILABLE

The North East’s 
Largest Independent
Kitchen Supplier is

Having a

FREEPHONE:
08000 324111

KITCHENS

Lines open 9am-8pm 7 days Licensed Credit Broker. Written details on request.

FREEDISHWASHERON ORDERS OVER £2000

£10
PER WEEKFROM

 DOVETAILS   Ltd
 Tel 01845 522144

 Furniture Clearance Warehouse, Unit 6,
 Woodstock Way (behind Teleware),

 Thirsk Industrial Estate,
 York Road, Thirsk

 OPEN:  Monday-Saturday 10am-4pm

 Quality, famous-brand 
 furniture . . .

 at exceptional value for money prices

 Stocking classic and 
 contemporary 
 occasional and 
 elegant furniture
 for your home.

 Whether you are 
 looking for an oak 
 dining set, a pine 
 bedroom suite or 
 birch occasional 
 furniture, Dovetails 
 has it all.

 With containers of new 
 stock arriving weekly, 
 you will be sure to find 
 that special piece of 
 furniture for your 
 home, in our 
 warehouse.

 All furniture is slight seconds or end of line stock 
 but when you are purchasing famous High Street 
 brands at a fraction of the price, a slight 
 imperfection pales into insignificance.
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dazzle
Razzle

S
TEPPING into Lone Star, on Yarm
High Street, is like entering another
world. Gone are the grey buildings and
drab daylight; replaced by shelf upon
shelf of shimmering colour. The walls
are painted in pretty pastels, with

swirling tendrils of plants, and right opposite the
door is the image of an exotic-looking woman. This
is no place for the timid – it screams serious, full-on
glamour – and if you’re not up to that, well it’s prob-
ably not for you.

Sisters Joanne McCue and Jacquie Wilby own the

shop, and it is clearly their passion. As we wander
round, they show me some of their favourite things
– of which seemingly, there are many. In fact, the pair
admit to snapping up items before they even reach
the shelves, then having to find replacements. 

Two fashionable blondes, they’re perfect ambas-
sadors for their business – and seem only too happy
to act as models. “We’ve always loved jewellery,” ad-
mits Joanne, 38.

At Lone Star, which opened in early March, the
jewellery is big and bold – think Dynasty-style dia-
mante or showgirl sparkles. My first reaction is that
it’s too much – something I’d never get away with –
then Joanne takes a dazzling blue choker and holds

it up to her neck. Seeing it against her skin, it looks
beautiful. I can’t imagine wearing it with a ball
gown, but with a simple black dress – now that
could be stunning. 

As Joanne and Jacquie point out, you don’t
even need an occasion to wear their jewellery.
They often match it with a top and jeans, and it
can really jazz up a tired outfit. Along with

necklaces and chokers, they sell brooches,
jewelled belts and tiaras, with earrings rang-

ing from the slightly showy to full-blown
chandeliers. To complement these – it’s
very much this way round – you can buy
clothes from a select range or a distinctive
bag, perhaps with even more gems.

If everything looks unique, that’s be-
cause it practically is. “With there only
being one or two of each item, it does
strengthen the exclusivity. We’re really
conscious of that,” says Joanne.

The sisters have only just gone into busi-
ness together, having come from other ca-

reers – Joanne as a nurse and Jacquie as a
secretary. “I’ve been in business before and

fashion

A new costume jeweller’s is bringing Hollywood bling to the
North-East. SARAH FOSTER is dazzled by its charms

Joanne McCue, centre, with Hollie Bannatyne, left, and Sophia Zielke, right, who
are modelling some of the jewellery available at Lone Star Emporium
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Jacquie left her job knowing that we were going to
do something together,” Joanne explains. “We were
able to do it so we felt we wanted to do something 
exciting.”

Their shared love of jewellery seemed an obvious
starting point, and inspiration came from shopping
trips to London. “We’ve got a sister who lives in Lon-
don and I used to live there, and every time we went
on shopping trips we always went to Butler and Wil-
son,” says Joanne.

With branches on South Moulton Street and Ful-
ham Road, and one soon to open in Monte Carlo, the
costume jeweller’s is beloved of the stars, boasting
Cherie Blair among its clientele. 

The sisters became such frequent visitors that they
befriended owner Simon Wilson – and a partnership
ensued. “We decided over a drink that we wanted to
do something with him. We now buy wholesale from
him,” says Joanne.

She and Jacquie have since landed another presti-
gious contract – as the only shop in the North-East
supplying jewellery by Erickson Beamon. Using
semi-precious stones, Lone Star pieces bridge the gap

between high street fakes and the genuine articles,
which, for most, would be unaffordable. Prices range
from £19 to £130 for earrings and £35 to £400 for neck-
laces. 

To the sisters, they’re the perfect compromise. “I
feel that if I’m spending £500 or £1,000 on a dress, I
don’t want to spend £500 on a necklace, but then I
don’t want to go to Next either,” says Joanne.

What makes their jewellery seem even more spe-
cial is seeing celebrities wearing it – Jacquie reels
off names like Caprice, Normandie Keith and Emma
Bunton. These days, it seems, no self-respecting mag-
azine shoot is without a pair of their dangly earrings
or one of their stone-encrusted chokers. 

For their part, Joanne and Jacquie are delighted
that bling is back – and are only too happy to have
brought it to the North-East. “The accessories
weren’t there a few years ago but now the market has
become a lot more exciting,” says Joanne.

Win Penelope
Cruz’s necklace
THE Northern Echo has teamed up with Lone
Star to offer a lucky reader the chance to win
a necklace similar to that worn by Penelope
Cruz, as pictured above. Worth £269, it is
made from coloured quartz and Swarovski
crystal in stunning emerald green. To have a
chance of winning this fantastic prize, simply
tell us which famous barrister Butler and
Wilson boasts among its clientele.

Send your answer on a postcard or the
back of a sealed envelope to Necklace
Competition, NE Magazine, Features, The
Northern Echo, Priestgate, Darlington, DL1
1NF, to be received by June 24, 2005.

� I feel that if I’m
spending £500 or

£1,000 on a dress, I don’t
want to spend £500 on a
necklace, but then I don’t
want to go to Next either...

This fantastic necklace could be yours
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me and my wardrobe

Ginny Dick, from Little Fencote in
North Yorkshire, gets ‘most stylish
mother at the school gates’ award
from CAROLINE TURNER. Ginny is
married with two children and runs a
successful handmade jewellery
business from home

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR LOOK?
Fairly classic – with a twist. I’m not a huge
follower of fashion, but I know what suits me;
it tends to be jeans from Topshop, cashmere 
jumpers and smart jackets.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE ITEM OF
CLOTHING?
A little black jacket by Celine. I can put it on
with jeans, smart black trousers, a skirt... it
really looks good with everything; very
versatile.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR WORST BUY?
I’m indecisive and I really think about things
before I buy so I don’t tend to have impulse
buys and then regret them. But I suppose it
would be a black and purple bustier top. Not a
good look.

AND WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST
EXPENSIVE?
That would be the Celine jacket I mentioned,
although it was in the sale at £180, reduced
from £360, so really it was a bargain.

WHAT ARE YOUR FAVOURITE SHOPS?
Top Shop (great for longer length jeans);
Selfridges when I’m in London, because
there’s everything in one shop; Zara.

WHICH CELEBRITY’S STYLE DO YOU
ADMIRE AND WHY?
(Has a long hard think...) I admire the way
Kate Moss can wear whatever she likes and
look so good. Erin O’Connor has a very
particular look and a sense of style that’s
absolutely her own. But you could never 
better the classic look of Audrey Hepburn,
Grace Kelly, and Jackie Onassis – they were
true style icons.

WHO’S YOUR FAVOURITE DESIGNER?
It would have to be my brother (the couture
king Giles Deacon). His clothes are  absolutely
exquisite.

Jewellery throughout, Ginny’s own from
her current range. Earrings from around
£20 to £35; bracelets from £59;
necklaces from £85 to around £150.
Ginny D jewellery is available from
www.ginnyd.co.uk. Local stockists 
include Georgie’s in Harrogate and
Northallerton and Elan on Grange Road in
Darlington. Visit the Ginny D stand at the
Bramham Horse Trials in North Yorkshire
from June 9-12. Contact Ginny via the web
site or tel: 07739 258568/01609 748750.
Vouchers available.

� I really
think
about
things
before I
buy, so I
don’t
tend to
have
impulse
buys

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE:
White shirt from Rayure, Paris; Barbara Bui black trousers 
White jeans, Fenwicks; Karen Millen cardigan 
Celine black jacket; Topshop jeans

Pictures:
RICHARD
DOUGHTY
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T HE streets leading into Middles-
borough were very quiet on the
Sunday night we walked into the
Absolut Vodka Bar, where anoth-
er world confronted us. We were

greeted by friendly door staff and over-
whelmed by the volume of people all dressed
up, and not an offensive drunken person in
sight.

Hush nightclub, on the corner of Albert
Road and Wilson Street, is next door to Ab-
solut and has just celebrated its first birth-
day. We spoke briefly to manager Neil and
what became apparent was that within the
first year of Hush opening, they are meet-
ing their objectives by providing a venue
where people can enjoy house music, fash-
ion and socialising in an environment that
is safe and welcoming. The décor is modern
and minimalist and, in both Absolut and
Hush, the clientele is creative, colourful and
young.

Absolut is open from Wednesday until
Sunday and Hush from 10.30pm-2pm Thurs-
day until Sunday, when it closes at 1pm

SARAH MCGHEE
SARAH is 18 and studies travel and
tourism at college. She also waitresses at
the new stylish bar and restaurant in
Yarm called The Riverlounge. She was
with friends with whom she enjoys the
music and the cool atmosphere. She likes
to shop in Triads and Psyche for

something a bit different but also mixes
her outfits with high street fashion labels.
Sarah wore shoes by Faith, jeans by
Fornarina from Triads, a top from River
Island and this season’s most popular
accessory, a big belt, from Miss Selfridge.
At 18, you shouldn’t have to work to hard
at looking good but Sarah’s advice is no
matter what your age, drink two litres of
water a day and stick to subtle make-up.

CHRIS POUNDER 
CHRIS is 20 years old and studying
business management. His favourite music
is house, which is why his favourite bar
and club are Absolute and Hush. Chris was
wearing an Adidas jacket, Vondutch T-
shirt, Converse shoes and Osaka jeans. His
favourite label is Vivienne Westwood,
which he heads off to Leeds to buy, but for
a local good shopping spree he goes to
Triads or Psyche. To combat the occasional
skin outburst, Chris recommends tea tree
oil, lots of water and listening to a good
house CD.

SARAH HUDSON 
SARAH, 18 is at college studying A-levels.
Sarah’s made her own outfit from a shawl
she bought on holiday and we gave it top
marks. Obviously, she’s a girl who likes to
be individual but when it comes to buying
something off the rack, she heads to All
Saints in Leeds. We thought Sarah glowed
and she says “to look good and feel good,
you have to eat well and drink well (and
that means healthily, not alcopops!). 

STE JOHNSON 
STE is 24 and a builder. He enjoys a
Sunday night at Hush for the house music
and stylish atmosphere. His trousers were
by Maharashi, t-shirt by Dries Van Noten.
Ste reckons you don’t have to travel to far
to get good fashion and Newcastle and
Leeds are his favourite shopping
destinations. Drinking lots of water and
listening to house music keep his energy
levels up.

out on the town

McCourt 
& McKay

NE Magazine’s
style experts
scout the social
honeypots of
the region in
search of style
and individuality

SARAH HUDSON

�� TV and radio presenter Judie
McCourt and hair and make-up
artist Allison McKay, run AM
Creative Productions, which
specialises in creativeand social
event management and PR.

amcreativeproductions.com

PAUL ELSLEY 
PAUL is a 25-year-old builder with a passion for “hed
kandi” (house music). His fashion accessory is his
hair, which he credits to Toni and Guy, and he says
his good health is down to eating lots of salads. Paul
wore a shirt by Vivienne Westwood, trousers by Ma-
harishi and shoes by Prada.

HAYLEY SIRRELL 
THE beautiful Hayley is 19 and studying crime scene
science at Teesside University. Hayley wears what-
ever she feels good in and had on a top from Dorothy
Perkins, jeans from Triads by Levi-Red, a D&G watch,
Topshop shoes, a Louis Vuitton bag and a necklace
from Accessorise. 

PAUL ELSLEY

HAYLEY SIRRELL

SARAH McGHEE

CHRIS POUNDER

STE JOHNSON

 Stunning Collections
 SPECIALISTS IN PICTURE FRAMING & FINE ART  DEALERS WITH OVER 100 YEARS EXPERIENCE

 WILLIAM DODDS
 34 Tubwell Row, Darlington DL1 1NU
 Tel. 01325 462599  www.fineartdodds.co.uk

 Framing, Paintings, Prints, Tapestry, Embroidery, Certificates, Stamp Medals, Cigarette 
 Cards, Maps  & Engravings etc.

 In our gallery we have on display a large selection of Original Paintings & Limited Edition Prints b y David Shepherd 
 �  David Farrant  �  John Lowrie Morrison  �  Russell Flint  �  Gordon King and many others

 We also have a large selection of Posters & Prints, Antiquarian Maps & Engravings & Sporting Prints,
 Expert Cleaning & Restoration  of Oil Paintings & Water Colours

 Suits  Trousers
 Coats  Blouses
 Dresses  Skirts
 Evening Wear  Business Suits
 Ball Gowns

 225/226 High Street
 Northallerton

 (01609) 761967

 “Specialists in Garments 
 for Mother of the Bride”

 Suits  Shirts
 Coats  Jackets
 Blazers  Trousers
 Evening Wear  Business Suits

 We also offer a great range of ready 
 to wear garments for all occasions

 Ladies’ & Gentlemen’s Tailoring 
 Modern, Traditional or High Fashion



 A range of cookers in 
 styles to fit any kitchen.

 In gas, oil or electric.
 Lacanche - Falcon - Britannia - Aga

 Aga Masterchef - Mercury  -  Rayburn - Stanley and more... 
 Refrigerators, wine coolers etc, by Aga, Falcon, Norcool and Everhot

 Showroom open Mon-Fri 8.30-5.00, Sat 9.30-1.00
 C losed Bank Holiday

 1 STIRLING COURT, 11TH AVENUE NORTH, TEAM VALLEY, GATESHEAD NE11 OJF • T: 0191 4820033

 Take a closer look at
       our range of cookers

 www.wdix.co.uk

 Walter Dix
 Established 1888

 & Co

 Lacking a social life?

 Single?
 Then why not come along to 
 our friendly club night and

 meet like-minded members?
 Join in with our lively crowd for 

 parties, theatre visits, meals 
 out, bus trips, discos, holidays, 

 swimming and much more.
 Further details:

 0191 4170488
 01207 520857
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DRIVING along the A1 towards
Newcastle, you’d be forgiven for
missing Retail World. You’d
probably spot the factories of
Team Valley, but might never

think that within their smoky environs lies
a shopping haven. However, just a short dis-
tance from the motorway, down one of the
many turnings, are a host of super stores.

Driving into the vast free car park – one
of Retail World’s biggest advantages – you’ll
be struck by the size of the shops. These are
not so much shops as warehouses, each cov-
ering thousands of square metres. Immedi-
ately, you can appreciate that they would
never fit into a high street setting, which is
the beauty of Retail World – with so much
space, the sky is literally the limit.

Established in 1987, the shopping area
stemmed from the light industry which still
thrives in Team Valley. Among its 700 acres
there are factories making everything from
fridges to photo albums, with new busi-
nesses arriving all the time. 

Retail World is also in a state of flux. Hav-
ing started with mainly furniture and elec-
trical stores, it’s evolving all the time,
adding new units to keep up with demand.
Nowadays, the range of retailers is pretty
impressive. Whether you want wallpaper or
evening wear, a potted plant or patio furni-
ture, you are sure to find it in one of the well-
stocked aisles. 

The shopping area has kept its good name
for electrical goods, with a large Currys,
Comet and Powerhouse. Step inside any of
them and you’ll find the latest televisions,
digital radios and stereos, as well as shining
new household appliances. The choice and
competition are only to the customer’s ad-
vantage, as is demonstrated by price match-
ing and special offers, and it’s well worth
taking the time to find the best deal.

If Retail World’s reputation was built on
electrical goods, then it was also built on
furniture, and in this field also, it remains
strong. A DIYers dream, it boasts a huge
MFI and Homebase, as well as a Harveys
and DP Furniture Express. Those more in-
terested in soft furnishings are well catered
for by the likes of Rosebys and Allied Car-
pets. One of the site’s most famous names
is Next, which has successfully adapted
from the high street to a trading estate set-
ting. Like all the others, the store is vast,

ranging over two extensive floors. The bot-
tom floor is taken up by women’s and chil-
drenswear, attractively set out with plenty
of space, while upstairs, there’s an impres-
sive men’s section and the store’s piece de
resistance – the large furniture department. 

Operations manager Steve Wilmott says
that here especially, the extra square metres
come into their own. “At any one time we
can have five or six different sets of room
furniture out. A lot of people come here es-
pecially for the furniture,” he says.

While admitting that Retail World lacks
the bustle of the high street, Mr Wilmott
says it offers a different kind of shopping ex-
perience. “I think it’s just an alternative.
The main advantage is that people can park
outside,” he says.

One of Team Valley’s most unusual stores
is the First Choice Holiday Hypermarket.
The only travel agent, it may seem a little
out of place, but as an attraction, it more
than holds its own. Coming through the
doors, you’re greeted by the huge galleon
which acts as the customer services desk.
Looking down from the walls are singing
statues, including Captain Pugwash and the
Statue of Liberty, and in the far corner is a
life-sized car that’s really a computer game.
The store is packed with brochures span-
ning the globe, and there’s a 1950s-style café,
Joe’s Diner, where you can sit and ponder
them at your leisure. Once you’ve chosen
your accommodation, you can even see it on
a plasma screen in the Holiview cinema.

Sales assistant Nichola Jury says the hol-
iday starts instore. “At weekends, we tend
to do games and things and it just boosts
people. There’s always a really good atmos-
phere,” she says.

Staff will always try to find the best deal
– no matter what your budget or require-
ments. “We get families, older people, peo-
ple who just want £99 holidays and cruise
customers,” says Nichola. “Obviously at
weekends and holidays, we tend to get more
families.”

As a one-stop shop, First Choice takes
care of everything, including car parking
and currency. Those who can’t wait to reach
the resort can start planning their holiday
fun by buying water park passes.

With so many stores offering so much
choice, and a handy McDonalds to refuel at,
Retail World comes with extra large appeal. 

shopping

TEAM
 VALLEY

Thinking big
At the heart of Gateshead’s Team Valley trading estate lies the shoppers’
paradise of Retail World. SARAH FOSTER samples its supersized delights

 The Home of Quality Cane Furniture

 Cottage Cane

 35 North Tyneside 
 Ind Est,

 Benton, Newcastle 
 upon Tyne

 Tel: 0191 2151788
 Fax: 0191 215 1787

 (opposite ASDA)

 Mayoral Way,
 Team Valley

 Trading Estate, 
 Gateshead
 Tel / Fax

 0191 487 5861
 (near Retail World)

 Unit 2 Southside
 Retail Park, 

 Portrack Lane, 
 Stockton on Tees

 Tel / Fax
 01642 677577
 (beside ASDA)
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LIFE COACH

Always look
on the bright
side...

MAY is a
hopeful
time with

the promise of
warmer, sunnier days ahead. But when
you get out of bed in the morning,
how do you generally feel about the
day ahead? Do you look forward to
what might happen or do you have a
bland, greyish feeling about life?

An optimistic attitude makes a world
of difference to how you experience
life. If you look for the good in
situations and people, you can find it.
It takes seeing things from a different
perspective. Our mind will focus on
whatever we tell it to. If you look for
doom and gloom, you will find it. What
a waste of energy!

Cultivate a positive attitude this
month. Don't let lethargy and
greyness dominate your life. Practise
looking for the brighter side of life.
Slowly but surely, it will transform you.
"Hope is the thing with feathers that
perches in the soul, and sings the
tune without the words…and never

stops at all." – Emily Dickinson

(01748) 823010
www.juliettelee.co.uk
info@juliettelee.co.uk

Juliette Lee

TEAM VALLEY TRADERS

T HE Embers Fireplace Centre has a
stunning showroom, with a large
range of modern and traditional

fireplaces to suit all tastes and budgets.
There are more than 60 individual displays
and an excellent range of gas and electric
fires, many of which are flueless.

The company is also a specialist for
stylish hole-in-the-wall fires with around 15
gas and electric ranges to choose from,
priced from just £650.

Also available are combi boilers, back
boilers and full tailor-made central heating
systems – all of which can be
professionally fitted by Embers’ own team
of Corgi-registered fitters. Just ask about a
free survey and interest-free options.
�� Embers, Lobley Hill Road (bottom part
of Bensham Bank at the end of Saltwell
Road), Gateshead 0191-478 6678. The
showroom is open seven days a week,
9.30am-5pm Monday to Saturday and
11am-3pm Sundays. Free parking.

WALTER Dix was founded in 1888 and has
been a primary distributor of Aga products
– the centrepiece of many a stylish kitchen
– throughout the North-East since 1931.
The company has had a showroom on the
Team Valley since 1988, when it moved
from Brunton Park.

Today, the company offers a spectacular
choice of cookers, from the chic,
contemporary ranges that Aga have now
adopted as well as the traditional styles
introduced in the 1920s.

The showroom is relaxed and informal
and if you can’t make up your mind
straight away, just take a brochure home
and plan that dream kitchen. 
��  Walter Dix, 1 Stirling Court, 11th
Avenue North, Team Valley 0191-482 0033 

COTTAGE Cane is a family-run company,
which was established in 1979. All the
company’s suites are upholstered in their
own factory to the most exhaustive
standards. At Cottage Cane there have
more than 20 suites and dozens of hard

wearing fabrics to choose from. All suites
have matching tables and footstools, giving
a huge number combinations which would
enhance any conservatory.

��  Cottage Cane, Mayoral Way, Team
Valley 0191-487 5861; also North Tyne
Industrial Estate, Benton, Newcastle and
Portrack Lane, Stockton

TTeeaamm  VVaalllleeyy  RReettaaiill  WWoorrlldd::  the First Choice Holiday Hypermarket, above and below; bottom: table and chairs from Cottage Cane
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Bensham Bank

A1 Western Bypass

Team Valley

Whickham

Gateshead
Town Centre

Tulip Hill
Hotel

South



 PC 2000 COMPUTERS
 12 Queen St, Redcar TS10 1DY Tel. 01642 774000 • Fax 01642 77411

 www.pc2000computers.co.uk  e-mail: alan@pc2000computers.co.uk

 BRAND NEW SYSTEM
 AMD 2600 SEPRON PROCESSOR
 Midi Tower Quality  ATX 400 Watt Case; 80 Gig Hard Drive; CD 
 Re-writer + DVD Rom Drive; Floppy Drive; 256 MB Fast DDR Memory;
 56K Internet Ready Modem; Network installed; Keyboard, Mouse & Mat; 
 Pair of Powered Speakers;17” SVGA Monitor; XP Home CD Manual +
 License.
 If operating system is  not  required, 
 we will deduct £70. 12 month warranty

 •  Repairs & Upgrades
 •  System to spec
 •  All accessories & Peripherals
 •  CDR & Multimedia
 REFURBISHED 
 SYSTEMS AVAILABLE
 DVD Boxes • CD Cases

 Upgrade Options:
 DVD Writer +R16X Speed from
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £20
 Upgrade to 512 MB DDR . . . . . . . £30
 Upgrade to 15” TFT Monitor .  . £39
 Upgrade to 17” TFT Monitor .  . £85
 All prices include VAT, Prices 
 subject to change E & OE ONLY   £465

 TurboPACS  THE DURHAM 
 PERFORMANCE CENTRE

 TELEPHONE 0191 386 3422  TurboPACS NOW FITTING MORE CHIPS TO MORE CARS

 Diesel
 GO

 •  DIESEL CHIPS ENHANCING 
 POWER AND ECONOMY

 • ECU DIAGNOSTICS
 • FAULT FINDING
 • ROLLING ROAD

 •  DIESEL CHIPS ENHANCING 
 POWER AND ECONOMY

 • ECU DIAGNOSTICS
 • FAULT FINDING
 • ROLLING ROAD

 SCOTTISH MOTOR AUCTION GROUP   

 SCOTTISH MOTOR AUCTION GROUP
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 Shadon Way, Portobello Industrial Estate, Birtley, Co. Durham, DH3 2SA 
 Telephone 0191 4104243  www.smag.co.uk

 SELLING ON BEHALF OF:
 Benfield, Pattersons, Springfield, Arnold Clark, Welcome Finance and many, many more

 CARS OFFERED FOR 
 SALE EACH WEEK!!

 CAR SALE TIMES
 Monday - 6.30 p.m.  Wednesday - 6.30 p.m.

 Friday - 2.00 p.m.  (Trade and Public Welcome)

 Light Commercial Sale  Friday 1.30 p.m.
 Viewing days Mon-Fri 8.30 onwards

 Forthcoming Motability Sales
 Wednesdays 5.30pm

 18 May, 25 May, 1 June, 8 June

Models shown Yaris Colour Collection 1.0 VVT-i 3 door manual, manufacturer’s list price £9,095, save £1,100. Corolla Colour Collection 1.4 VVT-i 3 door manual, manufacturer’s list price £10,995. †Advertised offer only
available on Yaris Colour Collection 1.0 VVT-i 3 door manual ordered and registered between 1st April and 30th June 2005, at participating Centres. Prices correct at time of going to press and include VAT, delivery charge,
number plates, one year’s road fund licence and £38 first registration fee. Subject to availability. ▲Hatchback only. *Not available on estate models.

Yaris 1.0 VVT-i Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km), Urban 41.5 (6.8), Extra Urban 57.6 (4.9), Combined 50.4 (5.6). CO2 Emissions 134 g/km. Corolla 1.4 VVT-i Official Fuel
Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km), Urban 33.6 (8.4), Extra Urban 49.6 (5.7), Combined 42.2 (6.7). CO2 Emissions 159 g/km.

Corolla Colour Collection Only
£10,995
• Air conditioning
• Free metallic paint; Igneous Grey, Eclipse Black
and Silver Steel

• 15" Alloy wheels
• ABS and front, side and curtain airbags*
• T Sport body styling▲

• Remote central locking
• 4 speaker CD audio
• Electric windows
• Front fog lamps
• Leather steering wheel and gear knob▲

Yaris Colour Collection
From only £7,995†

• Free metallic paint; Carlo Blue, Twilight Blue,
Eclipse Black, Crystal Silver and Thunder Grey

• Air conditioning
• Rear roof spoiler
• Exclusive colour keyed trim
• Driver and passenger, front and side airbags
• 4 speaker CD audio
• Chrome exhaust
• ABS with electronic brake force distribution
• Leather steering wheel with audio controls
• Front fog lamps

The air conditioned Colour
Collection. From £7,995,
saving up to £1,100†.

MINORIES DURHAM
Alma Place, Gilesgate Moor,
Durham. Tel: 0191 3706700
www.toyota.co.uk/minories-durham

Arrange a test drive on line at www.toyota.co.uk/minories-durham
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� Don’t miss
Burton’s Bytes
– game
reviews in The
Northern Echo
every Friday

Beating
speed 

cameras 
on the
cheap

IT’S the moment every driver hopes
will never happen. That flash in the
rear view mirror that alerts you to the
fact that your car has been travelling
too fast and been caught on camera.

Today there are more than 4,500 speed
cameras on 24-hour patrol throughout
Britain. If the Government gets its way,
there will many more in the next few years.

Ironically, the speed camera was invent-
ed by a Dutch rally driver – as a way of mak-
ing cars go faster. He reasoned that a cam-
era capable of measuring speed was the
perfect way to clip vital seconds off corner-
ing and braking. Unfortunately, countries
looking for a cheap way to catch drivers who
transgressed national speed limits also wel-
comed the idea.

Until now, car drivers have meekly ac-
cepted their fate when caught on camera.
But there is a way to stack the odds in your
favour – and it is perfectly legal. What’s
more, it isn’t even very expensive.

Sales of devices that can detect speed
cameras before a car passes through a trap
increased by 122 per cent in 2004. The Gov-
ernment is determined to ban active detec-
tors that scan for the radar waves given off
by radar guns and speed traps, but it takes
a far more sanguine approach to satellite
navigation, which can track your where-
abouts from space and alert you if a camera
is coming up. 

These handy gizmos use the same sophis-
ticated GPS technology as in-car guidance
systems. Three satellites in a stationary
orbit triangulate your position and can map
it to a few feet. Then they compare your po-
sition with a database of speed cameras and
if you are approaching a trap, they trigger a
“slow down” alert in good time.

These devices have been on the market for
a few years but, until now, they are always
been so expensive that only the most para-
noid of drivers forked out. The Road Angel,
for example, is easily fitted in your car using
a simple windscreen mount, but it costs
£399. 

You don’t have that kind of cash to
splash? Enter a new gadget called the In-
forad. Distributed in the UK by Toad (the car
alarm folks), Inforad is a GPS radar detect-

ing device without the extras that makes its
rivals so expensive.

Instead of a hard to see LCD display, there
are three LEDs – green, yellow and red. If
the green light is glowing, your Inforad is
awake, tuned into the satellite network and
protecting you. If it beeps and flashes red,
your car has entered a risk area and a cam-
era site is likely to be coming up shortly. It’s
time to check your speed andslow down. The
yellow LED lights up for user defined points
(regular mobile trap spots or schools ahead)
to warn of trouble.

You can even set the Inforad to monitor
your speed and sound a beep if the car ex-
ceeds a set level. This feature is really handy
on motorways with temporary 50mph limits
where speeds tend to creep back up to
70mph.

Even better, if you have access to the In-
ternet, your little detector can be linked to
the Inforad website for up-dates. A down-
load takes a few minutes and equips the de-
vice with details of new speed camera sites
that are cropping up all the time.

It’s brilliant and it works. I used it in
Cleveland and the little box never failed me.

And to help protect your licence while dri-
ving abroad, the Inforad covers fixed cam-
era sites in France, Germany, Benelux, Aus-
tria and Switzerland as well.

The price of this peace of mind? A mere
£79.99. Updates are free for the first year and
cost £24.95 annually thereafter.

Even a first speeding offence can be fi-
nancially punitive. On average, your insur-
ance will go up ten per cent and because con-
victions mean higher premiums for years,
the cumulative effect of your inattention
can run into the hundreds.

If you cover a lot of miles, Inforad will pay
for itself the first time you avoid a camera
fine – and go on paying for itself with every
mile you cover.
�� Inforad is available from motor
accessory stores and branches of Maplins.
For more details point your PC to
www.gpsinforad.co.uk.
�� If you are driving to somewhere new,
log on to Ukgatsos.com or
Ukspeedcameras.co.uk for advance
warning of what to expect.

gadget man

The proliferation of speed cameras
is proving costly for tens of
thousands of motorists. But there
is a way technology can help
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Gowns
you’ll love
to say ‘I
do’ to 

fashion

After the service and reception,
the focus of any wedding is The
Dress. Faced with so much
choice, where do you go and
what do you choose?

FROM the moment your loved one
gets down on bended knee and
asks you the question you’ve been
waiting for, thoughts of walking
down the aisle in a wedding dress

will most likely flash through your mind.
After all, your wedding dress is going to

be most important dress that you’ll ever buy
– and the one you want to be perfect. Every
bride, whether traditional or contemporary,
wants to look her best, which makes pick-
ing a dress a bit of an ordeal.

Geoff Brady and his team at Principia
know how daunting it can be, so their first
job when a bride-to-be walks through the
door is to make her feel relaxed. “The main
thing is to offer a warm welcome and be en-
thusiastic but calm. There is a lot to take in
and you don’t want to feel rushed or over-
whelmed,” says Geoff.

Principia started life 25 years ago as
Pronuptia and Youngs, run by Geoff’s par-
ents John and Beryl Brady. Originally from
Felling, Gateshead, John worked for British
Steel and Beryl for the National Coal Board
before the family moved to Marske, 
Cleveland.

When John was made redundant, Beryl
decided to put her seamstress skills to use
by opening the shop and doing alterations
herself. Meanwhile, son Geoff had his own
career in the motor industry before he took
over the business when his parents retired.
“People ask how I moved from cars to wed-
ding dresses, but customer service and sell-
ing skills are the same whatever the busi-
ness,” he explains.

That said, Geoff leaves the selling of
dresses to his all-female team, led by super-
visor Lesley Phillips. These days clients in-
clude the daughters of brides who were
John and Beryl’s customers when they first

launched the business. As well as being
renowned for making customers comfort-
able, the range of dresses at Principia is cho-
sen to be inspirational while the assistants
have plenty of experience to help brides
make their choice.

Geoff says: “Our philosophy is it’s the
bride’s wedding and no matter how many
pictures she’s looked at and how much ad-
vice she’s had, there is only one person who
can say whether she is comfortable in the
dress and that’s the bride herself.”

Ivory remains a favourite, but soft pink,
dresses combining two different colours like
cream and oyster or ivory and black, and
bold choices like scarlet are also proving
popular.   

Designers include Ronald Joyce, Forever
Yours, Romantica, DG Collection, Alfred
Angelo and Benjamin Roberts with prices
ranging from £145 up to £2,000 for a gown by
Ian Stuart, Bridal Buyer Designer of the
Year.

Once a customer orders a dress, it can take
up to 20 weeks to come. After a fitting in the
shop, the dress is sent away for any alter-
ations to one of Principia’s experienced
seamstresses, which include Beryl and her
sister Joan Ridden, who worked for Princess
Diana’s wedding dress designers Elizabeth
and David Emmanuel. The same process
happens with the bridesmaid dresses.

Principia doesn’t hire out dresses. “When
they’re worn constantly and altered to fit,
it’s difficult to maintain the quality,” says
Geoff. “It only costs a few more pounds to
buy and we’ve found most brides think it’s
worth it to have a dress that fits properly
and is exactly what they’re looking for.”

Men can hire their suits, frockcoats, waist-
coats and cravats, which come in colours
and designs to complement the bridesmaid
range.

There’s also a huge selection of tiaras and
headdresses, veils, bags and shoes. Geoff is
looking into adding wedding shoes suitable
for brides in wheelchairs, after consulting
with paralympic champion Dame Tanni
Grey-Thompson. 

��  Principia, 20 Dundas Street, 
Middlesbrough (01642) 224554

– Principia’s Geoff Brady

� It only costs a few more
pounds to buy and we’ve

found most brides think it’s worth
it to have a dress that fits properly
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WIN vouchers to 
spend at EAST

EAST has teamed up with NE
Magazine to offer readers the
chance to win vouchers worth

£500 to spend on EAST clothing and
accessories. We are offering a first prize
of £250 in vouchers, a second prize of
£150 in vouchers and a third prize of
£100 in vouchers.

Visit the EAST stores located on
Saddler Street in Durham, James Street
in Harrogate, Davygate in York and in
Fenwick Newcastle and update your
spring wardrobe with a stylish selection
of casual and dressy separates. 

Look chic and casual in a gorgeous
ethnic kaftan and a pretty crinkle skirt
or in a cotton wrap top with a bold stripe
skirt. For a tailored look, wear linen
trousers with a long linen coat and
combine with an eye-catching necklace.
Alternatively, go fun and flirty with the
new Mexican collection full of bright
reds and big embroidered motifs on
skirts. 

Accessorise your wardrobe with a wide
range of bags from timeless, functional
city pieces to bags embellished with
beads, feathers and sequins. Striking
jewellery, soft hats, pretty scarves and
tie belts complete a collection which will
inspire you.

This spring it is all about teaming
exclusive prints and bold colours. So if
you want a new look this season, then
the friendly and knowledgeable staff at

EAST will be able to help you select your
new wardrobe.
Question: Name two places where an
EAST store is located.
Competition Rules
This competition closes on May 20,
2005, when the winners and runners-up
will be selected at random from the
correct entries received. The judges’
decision is final and no correspondence
will be entered into. The prize must be
accepted as offered, there is no cash
alternative. Employees of The Northern
Echo and/or East Ltd and their families
are not eligible to enter this
competition.



On the road price £7,499.00
36 Monthly repayments £150.00
Deposit £0.00
Amount of credit £7,499.00
Optional final payment* £3,325.53
Total amount payable £8,725.53

†The finance plan shown above is for the Colt 1.1 Red and is subject to status through Finance Mitsubishi, 116 Cockfosters Road, Barnet,
Herts, EN4 0DY. * Under the Mitsubishi Alternatives ‘Protected Value Plan’ instead of purchasing the vehicle at the end of the contract by paying
the final rental, the vehicle can be returned. Provided it is in good condition and the mileage limit is not exceeded, no further payment need be
made. Protected Value Plan figures are based upon a maximum permitted annual mileage of 6,000. Excess mileage (if applicable) will be
charged at 6p+ vat per mile. Payment protection is available at an extra cost, indemnities may be required. Finance Mitsubishi is part of Lloyds
TSB Asset Finance Division. Offer is only applicable in the UK (excludes N.Ireland, Channel Isles & I.O.M) and may be withdrawn at any time.
Offer is valid from 1st April to 30th June 2005. 3 year unlimited mileage warranty includes pan European breakdown assistance recovery and
12 years anti-corrosion perforation warranty. The On The Road price (OTR) includes the cost of delivery to the dealers premises, number plates
and VAT at 17.5%, along with Government Road Fund Licence for 12 months and DVLA vehicle first registration fee of £38. Offers apply to
new sales only of vehicles detailed in this advertisement, whilst stocks last at participating dealers only. Offers are correct at the time of going
to press. Model shown for illustrative purposes only.

Colt 1.1 Red manual fuel consumption in mpg (ltrs/100km): Urban 40.4 (7.0), Extra Urban 61.4
(4.6), Combined 51.4 (5.5), CO2 emissions 130g/km.

ZERO DEPOSIT
AND £150 PER MONTH†

The new 3 door Mitsubishi Colt Red comes with:

� Remote central locking � CD/tuner

� Immobiliser � Power steering

� Dual front airbags � Insurance rating from group 3

� Electric front windows � ABS with EBD

� 3 year unlimited mileage warranty � Slide, recline & tumble rear seats

� 1.5 DI-D Equippe diesel engine also available

7.5% APR
TYPICAL

TEES VALLEY MITSUBISHI
MCMULLEN ROAD, DARLINGTON DL1 1XR
Tel:01325 462222

THE MITSUBISHI COLT

THE NEW 
MITSUBISHI COLT
FROM £7,499 OTR
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Mitsubishi Colt 1.3 Mirage

I’VE a confession to make. Twelve long
years ago I said a couple of unkind
things about two Mitsubishi test cars.
The press officer took umbrage and I was

blacked. Five years later I asked for forgive-
ness but he wasn’t the forgiving type and he
said no.

A little harsh but then it was his test fleet
and I’ve managed to get by for more than a
decade without Mitsubishis in my life. It
would have been nice to try the Evo but then
I always had the Subaru Impreza to fall back
on and it was nearly the same. The rest of the
range went largely unnoticed, so there.

Recently though, I must admit, my curios-
ity has been invoked again by some interest-
ing looking Mitsubishis, not least the cute
looking Colt. Tees Valley Mitsubishi, of Dar-
lington, came to the rescue, offering NE Mag-
azine the chance to get behind the wheel of
the 1.3, three-door Mirage and my re-ac-
quaintance with the brand was complete.

It’s not often small hatchbacks catch the
eye but the Colt is particularly striking. In a
tiny package it marries excellent proportions
and cuteness with sporty flair and ultra-mod-
ern lines. The back end is Alfa-esque, which
can only be a good thing, given the Italians’
ability to style. The front is like a bullet and
the car looks good from any angle.

This uncharacteristic-for-the-class appeal
extends inside to one of the nicest interiors
I’ve come across for a good while in a small
car. The chunky steering wheel frames a
beautiful set of hooded clocks, which, again,
wouldn’t look out of place in Italy.

While the clocks are classic the rest of the
dash and centre console are 21st century,
using opalescent materials to provide a hi-
tech feel. The rest of the interior offers the
eye a feast of shapes and textures to keep the
owner interested and involved.

A steeply raked windscreen gives the feel-
ing of space and very soon you forget you are
in a small car at all. Rear seat passengers also

get a reasonable amount of leg room and it
is hard to understand where the engineers
found all the space, given that the boot is a
good size too.

Front seats are body-hugging adding to the
air of sportiness and all the controls fall eas-
ily to hand and feet, making the Colt a com-
fortable car to drive. Specification is good too
and the Mirage comes with a trip computer
offering all manner of information, includ-
ing the all-important distance-to-empty read-
out.

There is central locking, electric windows,
remote release for the boot, ABS brakes and
airbags, driver’s seat height adjuster and a
CD player. Mirage also gets 16in alloy wheels,
rear roof spoiler, front fog lamps and a natty
red interior.

Even before a wheel is turned, the little
Colt impresses no end. The driving experi-
ence adds icing to the cake. The 1.3 litre four-
cylinder engine is peppy and willing with
94bhp on tap, providing an excellent power-
to-weight ratio. Around town it will zip away
from the lights and out of it there’s more
than enough poke to overtake slow moving
traffic in safety. It will cruise happily on the
motorway and return decent miles per gal-
lon – what more could you ask?

Handling is tuned to match the zestful
motor and responses are sharp and fun. Its
agility is mirrored by great poise, grip and
cornering ability and it feels nicely planted
through the bends. For a small car, the ride
feels particularly grown-up, offering comfort
as well as control.

Given my history with Mitsubishi it would
be all too easy to run scared of criticising the
new Colt. Let me assure you that if I could, I
would. But I can’t, so I won’t. Truth is, I could-
n’t really find anything wrong with it and
found the little hatchback most endearing.

Who knows, maybe the Colt is the olive
branch being offered my way to end a need-
less feud that lasted a dozen unnecessary
years.

The Mitsubishi Colt: responses are sharp and fun and it cruises happily

motoring

A cute little 
workhorse

Motoring Correspondent IAN LAMMING finds himself 
enamoured of a little Colt with pots of pedigree

IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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MOST travellers spend more time
choosing their sun cream than
their holiday insurance. We ei-
ther buy it when we book and
never give it a second thought,

or buy it later but never bother to find out what
we’re actually covered for.

For those who do read the small print, the
test is often to find out if you’d be covered if
your break is cancelled, not if you break your
leg. 

Being compensated for lost luggage or
missed flights may be top of the worry list, yet
the vast majority of insurance payouts are
taken up by medical costs. And if you’re not
covered adequately, you could find your bar-
gain trip turning into an expensive disaster.  

“It’s the difference between a few hundreds
pounds if your suitcase goes missing and thou-
sands if the worst happens and you end up hav-
ing a prolonged stay in hospital,” says Veroni-
ca Ryan, retail operations manager at BiB
insurance brokers in Darlington.

According to the Foreign and Common-
wealth Office, two days in a general ward in the
Mediterranean costs £600, having a heart at-
tack in the US could be as much as £35,000 while
seven days inpatient treatment for bronchitis
in the Far East costs £15,000.

But BiB has evidence that shows the reality
is far higher – nearly £47,000 for a spinal injury
caused in a swimming pool accident in Cyprus,
£25,242 for an eye injury in Spain and nearly
£145,000 for treatment for a severe asthma at-
tack in the US.

Some countries have mutual healthcare
agreements with the UK which entitle holi-
daymakers to reciprocal state-provided health
services as long as they can produce a stamped
European Insurance Card, formerly known as
the E111, which is available from Post Offices.

The arrangement covers travel within the
European Economic Area including EC coun-
tries, plus Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway.
The UK also has reciprocal agreements with
Australia, New Zealand, certain Caribbean is-
lands and most republics of the former Soviet
Union, including Russia.

Even then the level of care may not be what
you would expect at home, and the agreement
doesn’t cover all the expenses you might incur.
It never covers your repatriation, for example.

To ensure all your extra costs will be met,
you still need good quality insurance cover.
“Many people buy off-the-shelf policies but the
medical cover aspect of travel insurance often
comes with a lot of criteria which have to be
measured against each traveller’s individual
situation,” explains Veronica.

Most of these requirements for eligibility fall
under the ‘health declaration’ section. 

In particular, this asks for information about
any pre-existing conditions; if you have one,
you must tell your insurer or you may not be
covered.

It will also ask about how long you’ve had the
condition, if you’re still undergoing treatment,
how long since you last had treatment and so
on, that it’s not a terminal condition and that
you know of no other reason why your trip
would be likely to be cancelled or cut short.

As a rule of thumb, it’s best to declare every-
thing. Similarly, if your condition changes after

you’ve bought your policy but before you trav-
el, you need to declare this.

Certain conditions, such as heart problems,
may not be covered by a standard policy and
you might need specialist insurance.

Failing to meet the requirements of the
health declaration or not understanding its im-
portance causes the most problems for trav-
ellers, according to Janet Reynolds, of Fortis
insurance, one of the UK’s biggest travel in-
surance providers. 

She says part of the problem is caused by the
way in which travel insurance is sold. She rec-
ommends holidaymakers buy their policy from
a broker or directly from an insurance 
company.

Janet says: “You wouldn’t go to a motor me-
chanic for legal advice or a lawyer to fix your
plumbing, so why would you buy important fi-
nancial services on which your life might de-
pend from anyone other than an insurance pro-
fessional? 

“They understand the implications of the
health declaration; they’ll know the questions
you should ask and information you need to de-
clare for your individual circumstances, which
you can discuss in private.”

Assuming you can get cover, you then need
to look at what is actually included and ask
questions like:
� How much cover is provided for any med-
ical problems? The Foreign and Common-
wealth Office recommends the level of medical
cover should be at least £1m for Europe and
£2m for the rest of the world. Typically, trav-
ellers go for the cheapest premium but a low
price policy may provide less cover.
� Are your repatriation costs covered? Bear
in mind you might need to be transported by
specialist air ambulance which can cost as
much as £35,000 from the US. A seat on a sched-
uled flight, with stretcher and doctor escort
from Australia will cost £8,500 or up to £4,500
from the Mediterranean.
� Does it include 24-hour emergency assis-
tance for your intended destination? 
� Does it cover you for adventure sports? “Peo-
ple have to take a certain amount of responsi-
bility for their own actions in these circum-
stances but as long as it’s a professionally
supervised activity, a good quality policy will
cover you,” explains Janet.

Ski slopes are one of the top five locations for
holiday injuries and skiing holidays must be
covered separately as part of a special policy. 

Another one to watch out for is motorbike
hire. You should check exactly what you’re cov-
ered to ride before you rent your bike.

It’s also advisable to find out beforehand
your insurer’s policy if you were to hurt your-
self while drunk on holiday.

While reading the smallprint of your insur-
ance policy might be the last thing on your
mind when you’re shopping for swimwear or
cancelling the papers, you should always make
sure you read its terms and conditions.

Veronica adds: “It’s completely legal to trav-
el without insurance but without it you are tak-
ing a serious risk of not being able to access the
care you need or facing enormous bills. Our ad-
vice to travellers is to think money, passport,
insurance, and not to leave it too close to your
trip before arranging it.”

IN ASSOCIATION WITH 

Make sure you’re
well covered this

summer

connections

For more
advice on
travel
insurance and
health care
abroad visit
the Foreign
and Common-
wealth Office
website at
www.fco.
gov.uk or the
Department
of Health
website at
www.dh.
gov.uk or
contact BiB
on (01325)
353888

In the quest for sun and sand, having a
healthy holiday rarely crosses travellers’
minds. Thousands of us fall ill or are injured
abroad but how confident are you that your
travel insurance will cover you when disaster
strikes? SARAH FRENCH reports

 U nit  2G, D rum  I nd  E state , 
 C hester-le- S treet

 ( opp  B atleys )

 tel ephone:
 (0191) 4920073

 Open Mon-Fri 10-5 pm 
 Sat 10-4 pm

 Lots of new and 
 exciting tile ranges now 

 in stock

 10% DISCOUNT
 ON PRODUCTION OF 

 THIS COUPON

 �

 �  Ormesby Hall
        Nr Middlesbrough

 Sunday 15th May
 Canine Capers

 NEW OPENING HOURS FOR THIS SEASON ARE
 Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday 1.30-4.30pm 

 Shop & Tea Room 12.30-5pm

 Adults £4.10, Children £2.00, Family Ticket £10.50

 Tel. (01642) 324 188
 Registered Charity No. 205846

 50 SIGNAL 
 SQUADRON

 Have fun and get paid for it

 www.army.mod.uk/royalsignals/34sigregt

 Contact us anytime at the above 
 address or telephone us on

 The Bradford Armoury,
 Neasham Road,  DARLINGTON , Co Durham

 and TA Centre, Debdon Gardens,
 NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE

 Darlington  01325 356539
 or Newcastle  0191 265 6180

 YOU NEED THE

 TA
 TERRITORIAL ARMY ROCK’N ROLL

DIRECTBEDS & PINE

FACTORY

 FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

 SAVE POUNDS - 
 BUY DIRECT FROM  

 THE FACTORY
 Quality Pine Beds, Furniture 

 & Mattresses

 U nit 5, First Avenue, Drum Ind. Est.
 Chester-le-Street, Tel: 0191 4109994
 Branches also at: Washington, Tel: 0191 4175277
 Low Fell, Gateshead, Tel: 0191 4871414

 Chester-le-Street Store - Open: Mon-Thurs 9-5;
 Fri 9-4 Sat 10-4; Closed Sunday 
 Washington Store - Open:  Mon-Fri 9.30-4.30;
 Sat 10-4.30 Sun 11-4
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 F ree glass of wine per person with a meal
 on production of this advert

 The Beeswing Inn
 East Cowton • Tel: 01325 378349

 Now Under New Ownership
 Come and sample our new Menu

 We are open for food Mon-Sat 6.30pm-9.30pm
 Monday is our  S PECIAL  S TEAK  N IGHT  . . .   £8 .95  pp

 S UNDAY  L UNCH  . .  .   from   £6 .95

 Choice of leg of Pork or Lamb, Sirloin of Beef, Pheasant or Salmon
 Served from 12 noon

 L UNCHES   served 12 noon-2pm Tue-Sat
 Tuesday & Wednesday  S PECIAL  M ENU

 K IDS  M ENU   available - please ask for details

 NE Ents and Leisure

 NE Gardening

 The
   Black Swan   Inn

 Oldstead, near Thirsk
 01347 868387

 2 miles from White Horse Bank
 NEW   OWNERS ,  NEW   CHEF ,  NEW   MENU

 Bar Open All Day
 Restaurant Meals & Bar Snacks

 Available Lunchtimes & Evenings
 Central to a network of country walks 

 and cycle ways

 En-Suite accommodation

 Panoramic 
 views over 

 Beauly - Firth 
 (Inverness-shire)

 Peaceful location, ideal 
 for golfers

 Holiday cottage sleeps 
 6, colour TV / DVD.

 All mod cons and linen 
 provided. Close to 

 local pubs, restaurants 
 & shops. Patio area 

 ideal for BBQ’s.

 Tel: 01463 871477

 GALLOWAY
 South West 

 Scotland

 3 Lochs 
 Holiday Park

 L UXURY  6 B ERTH  
 C ARAVANS  F OR  H IRE  

 ON   ONE   OF  G ALLOWAY ’ S  
 FINEST  H OLIDAY  P ARKS . 
 Facilities include indoor 

 heated pool on site, 
 beautiful views 

 overlooking stocked 
 lochs for fishing, beaches 

 and golf courses within 
 20 minutes drive.

 (01671) 830304
 www.3lochs.co.uk

 GROUPS  &
 COUPLES
 welcome at

 The
 Lenbrook 

 Hotel
 Blackpool

 Standard rooms 
 5 mins. Station/Town
 Specials available from

 £15 pppn based on 2 nights

 Tel. 01253 
 626737

 www.thelenbrookhotel.com

 THE   NEW
 Osbourne 

 House Hotel
 (NEW OWNERS)

 7 nights for 
 the price of 6

 Fully Licensed
 B&B -

 one minute
 from the beach
 H OME  C OOKED  

 F OOD  B Y  Q UALIFIED  
 C HEF , V ARIED  M ENU
 Tel. 01253 346444

 Rose-Dene 
 Hotel

 S CARBOROUGH
 Close to

 Peasholm Park
 All rooms en-suite, 

 Breakfast & Evening 
 Meal. Close to all 

 amenities - 
 car parking facilities.

 T EL .   (01723) 
 374252

 www. rosedenehotel.co.uk

 Simon Mayor and 
 Hilary James
 Saturday 14th May
 at 7.30pm
 Tickets: £11.50 - £3.00 
 Concessions £9.50 - £2.00
 A witty and captivating mix of folk, 
 blues, swing and classics

 Victoria Road,
 Richmond 
 North Yorkshire 
 DL10 4DW
 BOX OFFICE

 01748 825 252

 Tango Siempre present
 Subitango!
 The passionate music and 
 dance of tango Argentino
 Friday 20th May
 at 7.30pm
 Tickets: £11.50 - £3.00 
 Concessions £9.50 - £2.00

 Crook Golf Club
 Visiting Party Packages 2005
 “ Here’s Away ”

 18 holes of golf
 Midweek £17.50
 Weekend £20.50

 “Klondyke”
 Coffee on arrival, 9 holes, soup & 

 sandwiches,18 holes of golf
 Midweek £24.00
 Weekend £27.00

 “Crown Green”
 Coffee on arrival, 18 holes of 
 golf followed by 2 course meal
 Midweek £23.00
 Weekend £26.00

 “Westwood Ho”
 Coffee & Bacon Sandwich on 

 arrival, 9 holes, soup & 
 sandwiches, 18 holes of golf 
 followed by 2-course meal
 Midweek £31.00
 Weekend £34.00

 Midweek Packages reduced by 15% 

 for party size of 10 and above

 Take out full membership (Gent or Lady) between April
 1st and 31st May and receive (3) free golf lessions with 

 our teaching Professional valued at £50.00
 For further details contact the Secretary or Steward 

 on 01388 762429 or the Pro on 01388 768145
 Low Jobs Hill, Crook, County Durham, DL15 9AA

Summer Society Packages
From May to September 2005

GREATGOLF
ALL SUMMER LONG

FOR EXCELLENT VALUE GOLF
THIS SUMMER, COME TO

ROMANBY GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

R O M A N B Y
G O L F  & C O U N T R Y C L U B

18-Hole Package
Coffee & Biscuits on arrival

Round of Golf
2-Course Dinner

Midweek - £34.00
Weekends - £39.00

27-Hole Golf DayCoffee & Biscuits on arrival9 Holes of Golf - Lunch
18 Holes of Golf
2-Course Dinner

Midweek - £42.00 
Weekends - £49.00

BOOK AND PAY EARLY FOR YOUR GOLF PARTY
AND MAKE FURTHER SAVINGS!

Discounts on bookings made before 31st May 2005.
Minimum 6 players pre-booked. 

Yafforth Road, Northallerton, North Yorkshire DL7 0PE. www.romanby.com

To book, telephone: 01609 778855

 CO. DURHAM, TEESSIDE AND NORTH YORKSHIRE’S 
 ORIGINAL TURF GROWERS FOR OVER 25 YEARS

 Broughmoor Farm, Scurragh Lane,
 Scotch Corner, Richmond

 www.jbfarnabyturf.co.uk       sales@farnaby-turf.co.uk

 �  Suppliers to both Trade &  DIY
 �  Daily deliveries, all year round with easy laying
 �  Step by step guide
 �  Suppliers of Pre-Turf Top Soil
 �  Collect from our depot at Scotch Corner

 or call  for details of a supplier in your area

 RICHMOND 01748 824594
 DARLINGTON 01325 3787725

 CALL FREE 08000 327622
 (F.A.R.N.A.B.Y.)

 LAWN TURF
 SCOTCH CORNER

 NE Motors

 APPOINTMENTS NOT ALWAYS REQUIRED

 •  ALL MECHANICAL 
 REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN

 •  FAULT FINDING

 •  CAM BELTS

 •  CLUTCHES

 •  BRAKES

 •  EXHAUSTS

SOLO

 DRIVE DRIVE
 MASTER MASTER

   01325 288076
 or  01325 369352

 1B Union Place, Darlington

 •  MOTs

 •  TYRES, etc

 •  FREE ESTIMATES

 •  ALL PARTS & LABOUR 
 GUARANTEED

 •  FAST, FRIENDLY 
 SERVICE

 K NAVESMIRE  
 M ANOR  H OTEL

 302 T ADCASTER  R OAD , Y ORK . YO24 1HE
 Historic hotel with tropical indoor pool.

 For free brochure &  bargain breaks
 P LEASE   CALL

 01904 702941
 www.knavesmire.co.uk

 AMBLESIDE

 Cherry Garth  Hotel
 All rooms en-suite, king size 4-posters, spa baths, 

 leisure facilites, own grounds, lovely gardens, 
 splendid views, private Car Park

 B & B   from  . . .  £ 35  pp pn
 5 nts B&B Sun-Thu inc   from   . . .   £150  pp

 Tel. (015394) 33128
 www.cherrygarth.com

 Holiday Homes Holiday Homes
 For Sale For Sale

 Yorkshire’s most  Yorkshire’s most 
 popular inland park popular inland park

 High Moor Farm Park High Moor Farm Park
 On A59 - 5 miles West of Harrogate On A59 - 5 miles West of Harrogate

 CLUB   �    RESTAURANT   �   SWIMMING POOL CLUB   �    RESTAURANT   �   SWIMMING POOL

 New Models available  New Models available 
 from £12,995 to £28,995 from £12,995 to £28,995

 Tel: High Moor Farm Park,    (01423) 563837 Tel: High Moor Farm Park,    (01423) 563837
 or Yorkshire Coast Caravans,   (01282) 400733       or Yorkshire Coast Caravans,   (01282) 400733       

 www.yccaravans.co.uk

 The

 Black Swan
 Inn

 En-Suite accommodation

 Oldstead, near Thirsk
 01347 868387

 2 miles from White Horse Bank

 B AR OPEN ALL DAY
 Restaurant Meals

 & Bar Snacks
 Available Lunchtimes

 & Evenings
 Central to a network of

 country walks and cycle ways
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 NE Homes

 Dickinson
 Plastering 
 Services

 Insurance Work 
 Specialist

 Coving
 Bathrooms
 Bedrooms

 Kitchens, etc

 All aspects undertaken
 All areas covered
 Excellent Rates

 For a free, no-
 obligation quote,
 call Paul on

 (01388) 811616   or
 07976 565444
 01325 263914

 During the month of May local solicitors will be 
 preparing WIlls at a special rate in aid of Butterwick 
 House Children’s Hospice. By taking advantage of this 
 special offer during May you will be gaining peace of 
 mind and the solicitors named below will also make a 
 much needed donation to the Butterwick House 
 Children’s Hospice.
 There are many ways to make a donation to the work 
 of the Children’s Hospice, one of which is through a 
 gift in your Will. If you would like to leave a legacy to 
 Butterwick House Children’s Hospice please tell your 
 solicitor who will be able to advise you how to do this.
 Butterwick House Children’s Hospice is a registered 
 charity which provides specialist care including respite, 
 end of life and bereavement care and complimentary 
 therapies, free of charge to children with life limiting 
 illnesses from County Durham and North Yorkshire. 
 The cost of making a Will is £75 for a single Will 
 or £100 for a pair of matching wills.
 Participating Solicitors in your area are:
 Barnard Castle - Tilly, Bailey & Irvine 
 Tel: 01833 638326 Contact Miss H.  Dexter
 Darlington - Freeman Johnson
 Tel: 01325 466221 Contact D. Williams
 For additional information please 
 contact Ray Laidler, Butterwick 
 Hospice Care Tel: 01642 624231

 Do You Have The 
 Will To Give?

 I

 New Year . . . New You . . .
 CACI, Futur-Tec Non Surgical Face and 

 Body Lift, Darphin, Skeyndor, Holistic and 
 Relaxing Facials, Reflexology, Indian Head 

 Massage, Reiki Body Massage, Body Wraps, 
 Manicures, Pedicures, Eye Treatments, 

 Waxing, St. Tropez Auto-Bronzant
 Mon-Wed 10.00am-6.00pm
 Thurs-Fri 10.00am-9.00pm

 Sat 9.30am-2.00pm

 The Beauty Studio
 0 1 3 8 8  6 0 9 0 0 9

 Meynells Ltd
 Stockists of all makes of sewing 

 machines and everything you need 
 for your hobby.

 W E  G UARANTEE  Y OU  E XCELLENT  
 C USTOMER  S ERVICE

 2 Southfield Road, Middlesbrough
 Tel: (01642) 247863

 B eauty is within the eye B eauty is within the eye
 of the Beholder of the Beholder

 Quality and Value from

 E XPRESS   B LINDS
 Vertical • Roller • Venetian

 Pleated • Solar Film

 0800 0745724
 www.expressblinds.co.uk

North Yorkshire
Timber

Northallerton – 01609 780777

Middlesbrough ���� Ripon ���� Richmond

Branches At:

HARDWOOD FLOORING

DOORS & WINDOWS

DECKING

SKIRTINGS & MOULDINGS

FENCING

HARDWOODS & SOFTWOODS

SUPPLIERS OF:

 omeplan
 Newton Aycliffe’s own DIY Centre

 Greenwell Road, Newton Aycliffe
 Tel. 01325 312037 / 319966

 Everything for the Homemaker
 at very competitive prices

 FREE DAILY LOCAL DELIVERY
 (on orders of £20 or more)

 We also cut keys (rather well actually)

 See us also on our website: 
 www.homeplandiy.co.uk

 BLINDS UK

 (01325) 320666

 All blinds
 & samples 
 brought to 
 your home

 2  Vertical Blinds £ 60  3   Vertical Blinds   £ 89
 4  Vertical Bllinds £ 111  5   Vertical Blinds   £ 129

 For a FREE No Obligation Estimate
 Visit our website www.blinds.uk.com

 Also fabulous range of 

 Wood Venetians

 and Roller Blinds

 Any size - FREE Measure - FREE Fitting
 (Lovely choice of fabrics)

 Renewed Mobility
 A stairlift or electric scooter 
 can significantly increase your 
 independence but both of 
 these products can be 
 expensive to buy. They are 
 often a worthwhile investment 
 but you may be concerned 
 about the duration for which 
 you will be able to use your 
 new purchase if there is a 
 possibility that your health 
 could deteriorate in the
 near future.

 Renewed Mobility offers their 
 customers the opportunity to 
 invest in these valuable 
 mobility aids with financial 
 security. They have a unique 
 buy back policy which allows 
 their customers, or their 
 customers’ families, to sell
 the scooters or stairlifts they 
 purchased back to the 
 Company if they are no longer 
 of use. Providing the 
 equipment has not been 
 damaged beyond use or 
 repair, Renewed Mobility will 
 come and collect the product 
 and pay a good price for
 its return.

 The buy back policy is valid 
 for 36 months on scooters 
 originally bought from 
 Renewed Mobility and five 
 years in the case of stairlifts. 
 There is a charge for 
 administration and collection 
 but the Company re-
 purchases their products for a 
 good portion of the original 
 price, so this doesn’t prove to 
 be a financial burden.

 The products the Company 
 purchases back from their 
 clients are then used as 
 demonstration models, 
 broken down for spares or 

 sold off in their quarterly 
 auctions. The spares are 
 needed for Renewed 
 Mobility’s repair service 
 where, if a customer’s scooter 
 breaks down, the Company 
 will be on hand within 48 
 hours to fix the problem and 
 they will also provide a 
 replacement model while the 
 repairs are being carried out.

 Company Director, Saul 
 Black, likes to deal directly 
 with his customers and will 
 always make himself available 
 to talk on the phone. He is 
 also careful to vet his sales 
 team who are instructed to 
 stick to the facts and never 
 spend more than an hour and 
 three quarters conducting a 
 sale. The Company offers its 
 own in-house 0% Finance 
 deal which is available to 
 anyone who has an account 
 with a bank or building society 
 and requires a 50% deposit 
 and a repayment over 12 
 monthly instalments. The 
 scooters available include 
 models from Electric Mobility, 
 Euro and Sunrise Medical and 
 Renewed Mobility supply a 
 wide range of other products 
 all over the country.

 Contact:  Renewed Mobility
 0800 028 1487  Made to measure in many styles 

 and colours
 Quality workmanship from a family 
 business established 1980

 Freephone  0800 78 38 548
 www.al-blinds.co.uk

 Site Visits & Home Visits
 2 Day Fittings

 FITTED FREE 

 WITHIN 2 DAYS

 A1   Choice
 A1   Quality
 A1   Value

 A1   Blinds




